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ADVERTISEMENT. 


#E°HE author of the following fmall Treatife has made it his 
£ bufinefs to examine allthat has been written on the Vene~ 
real Difeafe, from the days of Aftruc tothe prefent time ; to all 
that he has thus feleéted, he has added his own PraGical Cbfer- 
vations, and hepes, that by thofe who are beft acquainted with 
the following Treatife will not be deemed fuperfluous. 

SHOULD any reader be flartled at certain modes of pradice here 
xecommended, he begs the favor, before they venture to con-~ 
demn, that they will take the trouble to give them a fair trial; 
andif they then difcover them to be erroneous, that they will 
give a candid account of their experience to the world as he has 
done, without laying any ftrefs upon theories urfupported by 
fads, or plaufible conjeGures which have not been confirmed by 
repeated experimental obfervations. Whoever makes any difco~ 
-wery that can tend to alleviate in any degree the diflreffes of man- 
kind, is called upon by the duties he owes to fociety to make thefe 
difcoveries as generally known as poflible. This has been the 
authors way of thinking at all times, andthat which has diredied. 
his condué on the prefent occafion. 7 SS 

He has omitted in the former editions to mention, among the 
different methods of curing the lues, Mr. Clare’s manner of rub- 
bing one or two grains of calomel, with faliva, every morning 
and evening, on the lips or outfide of the gums. The objections 
he had againft this method fubfift flill, and are acknowledged by 
the author himfelf, viz. avery fpeedy forenefs of the mouth and 
falivation. Thefe fymptoms he found always rather contrary to 
-ahappy and radical cure. This application to the mouth, or 
glans penis, or labia, however, may be ufeful to perfons who, 
- from a peculiar irritability, caunot ufe mercury in any othe 
way. Se 
- ANOTHER obfervation is about the ufe of opium againfi ve~ 
nereal ulcers. This remedy hasbeen lately highly exiolled, but 
upon diligent and careful inquiry, he has not found one patient, 
with venereal ulcers, cured by it, who had not previouly made 
ufe of mercury, or who was not obliged te have recourfe to this 
latter to complete the cure afterwards. Opium, however, feems 
to be a valuable medicine for allaying the pain, and favouring 
the healing of ulcers of various kinds. 

AN error muft likewife here be taken notice of, the word 
CLAP is not, as mentioned, derived from claping ; butfrom the 
obfolete French word elapier, fignifying a lodging or thop of a 
fingle common woman. a 
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Ad re&e medendsm omnino opus eft, ut remedia, nonfolum generi, fed {pe- 
cici augue, et {epi ctiam veri¢tatibas quibu(dam, apprime fint accomme= 
data, 

Culjen, Syuop. Nof, Method. 
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Obfervations on the Venereal Infedion, and the different ap- 
: pearances of Syphilitic Complaints in general. 


E fay that a perfon is poxed, injured, or affe@ed with 
VW the venereal difeafe, pox or bad diftemper*, when the 
venereal poifon has been received into the fyfiem, and 
there produces its peculiar effets. Thefe effects or fymptoms are 
ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and skin, cutaneous eruptions, tet- 
ters, pains and {welling of the bones, &c. But as long as the 
effets of the poifon are confined to the genitals, the diforderis not 
called a fyphilis, lues venerea, or pox ; but diflinguifhed by fome 
particular name, according to its different appearances ; fuch as 
gonorrhea, fhancre, bubo,.&c. 
_ Concerning the nature of the venereal poifon, we know no 
more than wedo about that of the {mall pox, or any other con 
tagion ; we know only that it produces fuch and fuch effeds, 
which yield to a particular mode oftreatment. Like other con- 
tagions, it requires fome time after being applied to the human 
body, before it produces that fermentation (if I may be allowed 
the expreffion) which brings on the diforder. It is not knows 
whether the peifon has different degrees of acrimony and volati<- 
lity, or whether it is always thefame in its nature, varying only 
with regard to the particular part to which it isapplied, or ac- 
: A . cording 
cds ee ee nn espmmnenaneeinenenmemmeanatthientetimtentiimemetedne eee 
* In latin this difeafe is called, ues venerea, murbus gallicus, or Sypoilis. 
Whether the name Syphilis is derived fiom fus, porcua, and philia, amor, as i€ 
you would fay, amor porcinus ; or whether itowes its Origin co fome other de 
rivation, is uncertain. In Frenchis is called La maladie venerienie, La vtteles 
or Grande veroleg in Germang Ln ffswche Franzofen. 
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cording to the detent habic and conftitution, or particular idio~ 
fyncracy, of the perfon who receives the infection. We know 
_ that mercury poffefles a certain and {pecific idles of deftxoying 
“the venereal virus : but we are qliite uncertain, whether it acts 
by its fedative, aftringent, or €vacuant guality ; ; or if not rarker 
“by a chemical elettive attraétion, whereby borly fubitances uni- 
ting with one another, are changed into a third, which is no 
_more hurtful, but has fome new properties, entirely diftiné from 
“thofe of thetwo former. ¢ 
The variolous contagion, we know,. produces its effets j in a= 
- bout twenty or twenty - -four days,after the infection. is received 
from the atmofphere, and eight or ten days if by inoculation. but 
with regard to the venereal virus, we are lefs acquainted with 
the period. At fome times, and pethaps in particular perfons, 
it requires a longer time to produce its effects, than at other times, 
or in other perfons. J have feen fhancres arife in the fpace of 
twelve hours, nay ina flill fhorter time, indeed Imight fay in a 
few thinutes, after i impure coition ; whereas in others they make 
their appearance only in as many days. The generality of men 
» feel the firft fymptoms of a gonorrhea on the fecond, third, or 
fifth day after an impure coitus ; but there are cafes where they ; 
are not obferved tillafter as many weeks ormonths. Abéut ned 
years ago, I was confulred by a perfon in whom a violent dif- 
- charge from the glans, along with a phymofis, but without any 
 thancres, took place four weeks after infection ; though, during 
- allthat interval, he felt not the leaft fymptom of the difeafe. 
- Some years ago a young man went out in feemingly perfed health 
» to the Eaft Indies ; buton his arrival in that hot climate, after a 
<wewlee of four months, a violent gonorrhea broke out beforé he 
~eavent om fhore, though he could have received no infeétion during 
the voyage, as there was not a woman on board. 
How long the venereal poifon may lurk ia the body itfelf, after 
-@thas been abforbed intothe mafs of blood, before it. produces 
any fenfible effects, is a matter of equal uncertainty. ‘There: is 
{carce-a practitioner who has not obferved inftanees of its remain- 
ing harmlefs for weeks, or even months, in the body. Ihave 
had accefs to obferve acafe, where, after lying dormant for half 
a year, it broke outwith unequivocal fymptoms. But the fol~ 
lowing inftance is ftill more extraordinary. Some years ago I 
was confulted by a gentleman about a fore throat, which I decla- 
red tobe venereal. My patient was aftonifhed, and affured me, 
that-for nine years paft he had nor .bad the lea. venereal com 
-plaint, for had any reafon ‘to believe he had fince received any 
~Anfeétion. But at that time he had been in thé Eaft- sIndies, where 
he laboured under a virulent gonerrhea.. Ot his return to Eu- 
wope, being to appearance in perfect health, he married, and cqn- 
| ecu perteeny Lae: of es er complaint ever eee By a a 
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VENER BAL INFECTION. 3, 
_@urial courfe, however, the complaint hoe which he applied to. 
me was completely removed. - 

Tn fome perfons the venereal poifon more particularly “attacks. 
the throat, where it produces ulcerations ; while in others it ex- 
erts its virulence on theskinor bones. Whilft the greateft part of 
mankind are thus eafily affected by this poifoa, there are fome 
few who feem to be altogether unfufceptible of the contagion, 
and run every risk without fuffering in the {malleft degree 5 juft 
as fome cannot be infected with the variolous contagion, though 
they go into infected places, and expofe themfelves to every ha- 
zard by which the diieafe is generally communicated, Some are 
more liable to. be infected than others feemingly of the fame ha- 
bit; and thofe who have been once infected feem to be more liable 
to catch the contagion a fecond time, than thofe who never were 
infected before with the difeale. The fame difference is obferv- 
able in the progrefs made by the difeafe after the patient is infec- 
ted. - In fome the progrefs 1s flow, and the difeafe appears fcarce 
to gain any ground ; while in others it advances with the ut- 
moft rapidity, and foon produces the moft rerrible fymptoms. | 

At what time this dreadful malady, the very ilea of which 
poifons the fource of happinefs, was firk known among mankind, 
is a matter I cannot pretendto decide. Even the time of its firft 
appearance in Europe, and whence it was Imported thither, is un— 
certain. Thus much we may venture to affirm, that we have no 
authentic proofs of its having exifled among the ancient Greeks 
and Romans ; though thefe undoubredly were as licentious as 
their pofterity, whether barbarous or refined. Some diforders 
are mentioned by ancient writers which feem ro intimate the ex- 
iftence of the venerealdiftemper, in fome fhape or other, from 
the earlieft antiquity. Such are the difcharge mentioned in the 
book of Leviticus, the difeafe of Job, and that related in the 
pfalms of David ; fomecomplaints of the ganital parts related by 
Paulus Aeginéta, by Aetuis, &c. The corroding ulcers of the 

prepuce and glans, the difcharge of thin fanious matter from: *% 
the penis, the mortification and cancer of the penis, the phage~ 
doenic ulcer of the fame, the warts of the prepuce and glands, 
condylomata ad anum, the fivelled tefiicles a Ying without ex- 
ternal contufion, all mentioned by Celfus, L.vi. cap. xviii. De 
obfceenarum partium vitiis, and defcribed as oblflinate difeafes, 
and hardly curable.witheur the hot iron. But whether thefe have 
been modifications of our more modern fyphilitic complaints, or , . 
diforders of a quite different nature, is what I cannot take upon 
me to determine. 

That venereal. complaints, however, did really exift in, Fu- 
rope before the return of Columbus from. his firft voyage to the 
Caribbee iflands in 1493, is not only probable, for the reafons 
alledged by Dr. ie in his peers fur Porigine de 
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Ig maladie’ venévienne, and in his Examen hiftoriqué fur?-appee 
rition de la maladievenerienne en Europe ; but confirmed to me, 
though contrary to the opinion of Dr. Aftruc, by the 4th law 
given in the manufcript ftatutes, De difciplina Lupanaris publi- 
ci Avenionenfis (Avignon), made in the year 1347, by Queer 
Joannat. After other regulations, the law proceeds thus :~—~ 
*¢ Jubet Regina Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una cum chirurge, -@ 
confulibus propofito, mulieras meritorias fingulas Iuftrari ; 
quotcunque in lupanari proftant. Et fi qua fcortationi “xpri- 
tudenem ullam contraxerit, a Czteris feponi ut feorfim habitet, 
ne fui copiam facere poffit ; ut morbi przcaveantur quia juve- 
nibus poffent concipi.” Which may be thus tranflated : ‘* The 
Queen further orders, that every one of the women kept in that 
bawdy-houfe fthould be vifited every Saturday by the mother 
abbefs, together with a furgeon appointed by thé magiftrates 
for this purpofe; and if there be any who have contraéed 
fome difeafe by feortation, the fame fhould be feparated frony 
the reft, and be fhut up ina private room, fo that fhe may 
not lie with any man, in order to avoid by thefe means ‘the 
“© diferders which might be communicated by her to young men.” 
See Afiruc De morb. vener. p. 34. but all this will be made ve- 
ry foon fill more probable from the light thrown on the fubjed 
by the learned and ingenious Dr. Henjler, from old authentic 
manufcripts difcovered by him. : ae 
It is a queftion, whether the venereal poifon can be abforbed 
into tle fyflem, without a previous affe@ion of the genitals or 
fome other parts of the furface of the body ; and indeed this ‘is 
with me ftill a matter of doubr. Though I have for fifteen yeare 
examined all the cafes which fell under my infpeétion, with a 
view todetermine this queflion, Ihave not met with one well- 
authenticated fact which could determine me to take the afirma- 
tive. IT have never feena fingle perfon affe@ed with this* difeafe 
for the firft time, without fome previous appearance, either of a 
running, ora venereal ulcer, in fome part or other of the body, 
efpecially of the genitals ; though indeed I have met with feve- 
ral inftances where the patient had imagined himfelf radically cu- 
_ red of fuch complaints long before. In fome cafes, I have, ona 
clofe examination, difcovered very fmall venereal ulcers, where 
the patient himfelf knew nothing of them; in others, where the 
patients have afferted, that they were infeed without any pre- 
vious difeafe of the furface, they have, on a ftri@ enquiry, con- 
feffed that they had either had fhancres, or ulcers of a doubrful 
nature, on the thigh, fcrotum, &c. or,even the pox itfelf, one, 
two,-or more years before, though they had lovg imagined them- 
felves perfealy and radically cured. I have indeed been told by 
-fome eminent phyficians, that buboes fometimes arife without 
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ahy*previous runsing or ulceration ; but as no fuch cafe ever 

fell: under my infpedtion,: I muft fill remain in uncertainty. 

ide hasbeen afferted, even by fome late writers, that this: dif 

eaf@may be caught by lying 1n the fame bed with or after an ins. 

feted perfon. But this, : from the moit accurate obfervations and’ 

experiments Ib have made upon the fubjea, | have never been .a- 

ble to confirm. Nor do we ever fee nurfes infe@ed in the Lock 

Hofpital, where they live night and day with patients in all fta- 
ges of the diftemper. The fact feems to be, that patients areapt 

toimpofe upon themfelves, or upon phyficians and furgeons, with 

regard to this matter ;:and the above opinion eafily gains ground 

among the vulgar,-efpecially in countries where {uperilition is. 

more’prevalent, or where they are more influenced by their. fer-_ 
vile firuation inilife, or other circumftances. Hence we fome= 

times'hear the moft ridiculous accounts: given in thofe countriesy, 

by friars and common foldiers of the manner in which they were 

infected with this difeafe. 

Another queftion, which Iam equally unable to decide, is, whee 
‘ther the venereal poifon ever infects any fluid of our body befides 
‘the mucus and lymphatic fyftem. Hence 1 am in doubt, whe- 
ther the venereal poifon in an infeéted woman ever effects the 
‘milk, and confequently whether the infeéion can thus be convey~ 
ed to the infant-by the milk aloe, without any venereal ulcers 
on or aboutthenipples. Jt is equally a matter of uncertainty to 
‘me, whether-the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an in~ 
fected father or mother, by coition, to the feetus, provided their 
‘genitals are found ; or; whether achild is ever infeéted in the 
ytarus ofadeceafed mother. Such infected infants as came under 
my obfervation, and that of my friends, whofe practice affords 
‘them frequent opportunities of feeing new-born infants, feemed | 
rather to militate againft the opinion. Neither I myfelf, sor any 
of them, have: been ableto obferve ulcers of a venereal kind up= 
_ en new-born children ; and fuch as make their appearance four, 
‘fix, eight, or more days afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips, 
‘mouth, &c. or the difcharge like a gonorrhea, which fometimes 

takes place, may probably be fuppofed to arife by infedtion, du- 
ring the paflage, from ulcers in the vigina of the mother, the 
“skin of the infant beivg then nearly as tender as thofe parts which 
“are not covered with the cuticle in adults; and this is perhapsthe 

only time when an abforption of the venereal poifon might take 
‘place without aprevious excoriation or ulcer ef the skin. 

-Allthe ways, therefore, by which the venereal poifon may 
be communicated from an unhealthy to an healthy perfony may 
be reduced to the following heads. 3 

1. Themoft frequent method is, by the coition of an healthy 
perfon with another who is infected, either with avenereal go- 
norrhesa, or venereal ulcers of the genitals. apie 
2. by 
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2. By the coition of an healthy perfon with another apparent- 
ly healthy, in whofe genitals the poifon lies concealed, without 
having yet produced any bad fymptoms. Thus, a woman who 
has perhaps received an infection from a man twe or three days 
before, may, during that time, infect, and often does infeét, a- 
nother man, without having any fymptom of the difeafe vifible 
upon herfelf ; and vice verfa, a man may infect a woman in the 
fame manner. — 7 | a 

3. By fucking. In this cafe, the nipples of the wet nurfe may 
be infe&ed by venercal ulcers in the mouth of the child ; or, vice 
verfa, the nipples of the nurfe being infected, will occafion ve- 
nereal ulcers in. the child’s nofe, mouth or lips. | . ; 
4. By expofing to the conta& of the venereal poifon any part 
ef the body either covered with the cuticle or not, by kifling, 
touching, &c. efpecially iftheparts fo expofed have. been. pre- 
vioufly excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated, by any caufe what-— 
ever. In this manner we frequently fee venereal ulcers arife in 


the ferotum and thighs ; and there are fome well-atrefted inftan- _ 


ces where the infection took place in the hands of midwives or 
furgeons. I have likewife feen venereal ulcers produced in the 
noftrils, eye-lids, and lips, of pertens who had touched -the ge- 
nitals either of themfelves or others affeGed with the gonorrhea 
er venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their noftrils, &c. with their 
fingers, without previoufly wathing their hands. a ee 
5. By wounding any part of the body with-a lancet or knife 
infe@ed with the venereal virus. In this there is a fimilarity be- 
tween the venereal poifon and that of the fmall pox. We have 
feveral examples of the latter being produced by bleeding with a 
lancet which had been previoufly employed for the purpofe of 
inoculation, or of opening variolous puftles, without being pro- 
perly cleaned afterwards ; and Van Swieten relates feveral inftan- 
ces where the lues was communicated by a fimilar carelefinefsia 
cleaning the infirument vfed in bleeding or fcarification. We 
had laft year a melancholy example here of a young lady, who 
having drawn a decayed tooth, and replaced it with one taken ° 
immediately from a young woman apparently in health, was foon 
after affected with an ulcer of the mouth. ‘The fore manifefted 
itfelf to be of a venereal nature ; but {uch-was its obftinacy, that 
itrefifled even the moft powerful mercurial remedies, .termina- 
ting at laf in acaries of the maxilla, with a meit fhocking ero- 
fion of themouth and face; by which the unhappy patient was 
deftroyed ; andall this without -the fmalleft diforder being per. 
ceived in the womanfrem whom the found tooth was procured. 
No branch.of the medical art has, as far as my knowledge ex- 
tends, received, fo-many valuable improvements from modern 
practice as the treatment of the different venereal complaints; and 
L believe, among the various difeafes to which mankind are fub- 
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jeé, there is none of which the cure is now more ealy and cer~ - 
* gain than the venereal difeafe, if properly and judicioufly treated, 
but when negleéed, or unskiliully treated, it is often rendered 
obftinate, and fometimes nearly incurable: and itis a well-known 
truth, that many people fuffer more, and have their conftituti- 
ons broken by prepolterous treatment in this difeafe, than perhaps 
by the difeafe itfelf, if they had applied nothing at all. Yet 
there is fearce any difeafe whatever in which more people pre- 
tend to skillthan this; and among the whole herd of quacks, 
there is {carce one who does not pretend tofome fuperior know- 
ledge, orto the poffeflion of fome particular noftrum, which he 
fets forth as an infallible remedy for this diforder in allits vari- 
ous flages. Thus, with confummate impudence, he impofes on 
fuch patientsas have the misfortune to fall into his hands, and 
who fooner orlater are generally fure to fuffer feverely for their 
credulity. Itis, however, certain, that to beable to cure this 
-diftemper in all itsvarious fages, requires not oply a great de« 
~ gree of judgment in the choice and dofe of the medicines, but 
“ likewife {uch a thorough knowledge of the conftitution of the 
patient, asis not to be obtained but by a long experience and 
judicious obfervation. Hence more than common abilities are 
often requifite perfeétly and radicaily to cure a confirmed lues, 
or venereal complaints wich have been prepofiereufly treated. 
-'Thegreat number of unfortunate victims to ignorance and rapaci- 
ty, which we daily obferve, are but fo many confirmations of 
the truth of this affertion. oa . 

From the moft authentic accounts, it cannot be doubted that 
venereal complaints were formerly much: more violent, dreadful, 
_ and even not unfrequently fatal. This is generally imputed to the 
' more malignant nature of the poifon*at that time 5 and it is ima- 
gined that afterwards it grew more mild. But this opinion feems 
to me to be deftitute of any folid foundation. I have feen the 
difeafe, and all its different fhapes, not inten or twenty, butin. 
hundreds of inftances, as violent and inveterate as ever defcribed 
by any author of the 16th or r7thcentury. All that can be faid 
is, that we fee thofe dreadful complaints now more feldom in 
Europe in general. This, think, is not owing to the difference 
of climate, as fome might imagine; but to the improvements 
made in the treatment of this difeafe, and more efpecially to the 
enlightened principles of humanity {preading all over Europe, and 
happily fucceeding the barbarous fuperftition and cruelty of for~ 
mer times. Wenolonyer abhor or expofe thofe poor unhappy 
wretches on the dunghill, or let them die. as the Kalmucks do 
their brethren and children affected with the {mall-pox, without 
giving them the leaft afliftance: both fexes, being in our times lefs 
expofed to the prejudice of others, apply fooner for relief, and 
obtain it more eafily from more humane and better initructed per- 
oe - ! fons 5. 
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fons ; and I am perfuaded it is owing principally to-this, that tke 
difeafe is not only lefs frequent, but in all its different fymptoms 
Jefsviolent, in this capital, thaa in anyother in Europe. Peo- 
ple of the lower clafs have not only fo many hofpitals or difpen- 
faries, where they get advice and medicines from unprejudiced 
cand skilful perfons, for nothing ; butthole of the female fex, 
who would be perhaps detained by fhame frem.applying to fuch 
a-place, eafily find a gentleman whe gives ie alta to fuppore 
them during their miferable fituation, and as eafily, a medical man 
who cures them without expecting. aay remuneration whatfoever. 
know this no where thecafe abroad ; befides, the generality 
of phyficians and furgeons, not having the advantage-of fuch a li- 
beral education, have more confined notions, and often but ave- 
ry fuperficial knowledge ef this difeafe. Our phyficians.and fur- 
geons do not think themfeives authorifed to reproach their ve~ 
rrereal patients with their mifery ina rude and inhuman. manner, 
or toler thefe poor creatures fuffer as inflruments of his. yenge- 
ance, or, ia order to pleafe God Almighty, think themfelves ap- 
pointed by Heaven to punifh rather than relievethem, asI have 
a thoufand times heard even ia great capitals in different parts of 
the continent. Our magiftrates and polic? do not force thefe 
wretchesinto a prifon, or into an hofpital, not very different 
from a prifon, but put in their way all poffible means to procure 
relief for themfelves. In other countries, where government 
purfues a different plan, where patients have no place of reforr, 
avhere they are expofed to die of hunger during the cure, or 
awhere they are even intimidated from applying in time, in thofe 
countries [have frequeatly feen the diforder in its mof horrid 
ftages, aad fuch as are almoft unknown in this country. In fhort, 
Jer a perfon make the rour of Europe, and only take notice of the 
wenereal patients, as well thofe who are confined in hofpitals, as 
thofe who live or die unnoticed, under the moft horrid fymptoms 
of thisdifeafe, in theirpriyate abodes; and he will be able to 
form as folid a judgment of the comparative progrefs of enlight- 
ened priaciples of governments in different countries, from thefe | 
obferyations, as from any other enquiry whatfoever. He will 
be aftonifhed to find at this day fucha difference between the fe~- 
veral governments with regard to barbarity and humanity, as. I 
found with refpect tofcience, not many years-ago, between two 
modern univerfities ; | mean Goettingen and Louvain. In the 
former, every infitution ts calculated to inculcate upon the minds 
ef young men every kind of ufeful knowledge, and the moft li- 
beral principles of philanthropy ; whereas, in the latter, every 
thing feems to confpire to keep the youth in fuperftitian and ig- 
norance, and to engrave in their hearts ali the principles of into~ 
Jerance, and hatred of true learning of every kine, for which we 
now fo juftly blame our forefathers. : : 
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Ihave at leaft hitherto found the frequency and the violence.of 
venereal complaints in different countries, to be exaély in propor- 
tion to the degree in which learning is encouraged by govern- 
ment, and liberal principles diffeminated among the people. From 
thefe obfervations, Iam convinced, that ifa judicious plan, with 

proper regulations and precautions, was adopted by any govern- 
pent, in whateverclimate, all the violent fymptoms of the ve- 
nereal difeafe would not only be rendered uncommon, but the dif- 
eafeitfelf might be, if not entirely eradicated, at leaft greatly 
diminifhed in its frequency ; but fucha plan, though eafily con- 
ceived and executed, feems not yet adapted to the tafle of the 
prefent age, but perhaps rather calculated for our humane and 
more enlightened pofterity. 


eon AL. 
On CLAPs (BLENNORRHAGIA,) 


e Bae Clap ( Blennorrhagia) or as itis commonly called the 
virulent gonorrhoea*, is alocal inflammation, attended with 
the difcharge of a puriform matter from the urethra in men, and 
from the vagina in women ; accompanied with a frequent defire 
of making water, which occafions a fcalding, or pricking and 
burning pain, during the time of its paffage ; and arifing from 
any ftimulus applied to thofe parts, provided it be fufficiently 
firong. Sometimes, by theviolence of the irritation, the fecreti- 
on of mucus feems to be totally fufpended, or at leaft confider- 
ably diminifhed, fothat no difcharge, or only a very fmall one, 
takes place, tho’ the other fymptoms rage with the utmoft violence. 
In this cafe, the difeafe has obtained-the very improper name of 
gonorrhea ficca, as if we were tofay, flttcus feminis fine fluxt. 
_ Another fymptom isa violent pain during erection, from the tenfion 
of the frenum, which has obtained the peculiar name of Chordee; 

3 but 

B 


* the name Gonorrhoea is derived from the Greek gone, Cenitura, femen, and 
teofluo, i.e. fluxus fominis, which isa very improper name forthe diforder in 
queftion, becaufe itconveys'an erroneous idea The name Gonorrhoea implies 
a difcharge offemen, whichnever takes place in this diforder. If a Greek 
name isto be retained, E would call ir Blennorrhagia, from blennos, mucusand 
teo, fluo, t.é. Mucifluxus (atdivus); and thus diltinguish it borh from real go~ 
norrhoeas, and from gleets, to which latter I would give the name Blennorrhoea, 
Mucifinxus (paffivus), i.e. without phiogilticfymptoms. InEnglish, the dif- 
eafe is commonly called a Clap, trom the old French word elapier, a fingle 
lodging of acommon woman 3 in German, a Tripper, from dripping; and 
in French, a Chaude-piffe, from the heat and fcalding in making water : names 
derived from the principal fymptowms of the difeafe. Seerhe Noftlogical Table 
oftnis difeafe atthe end ofthe following chapter. 
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farfymptom, there is no occafion for retaining them. 

This diftemper, we may obferve, 1. Is a local inflammation 3 
and therefore, like all others of the fame kind, does but feldom 
affect the whole fyftem. 2. The difcharge, though the matter 
has a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much lefs femen, as 
fome patients fancy. The marter difcharged is nothing elfe but 
mereJy the mucus of the urethra or vagina fecreted in a larger 
ae es than ufual, and changed in its colour and confiflence by 
the ftimulus applied to.the parts; like the mucous difcharge from 
the nofe or lungs in a cotyza, or cough from cold, where the mu- 
cus affumes nearly the fame purulent appearance. It isan er- 
roneous notion, that this difcharge arifes always from an ulcer 
in the urethra. In ninety-nine out of an hundred gonorrheeas, 
perhaps, there is no fuch thing as an ulcer; but the difeafe is 
merely a fuperficial inflammation of the interral membrane of the 
urethra, like that above-mentioned of the mucous membrane of 
the'nofe or lungs from cold*. Forin this laft cafe, though the 
difcharge has much the appearance of purulent matter, we know 
that it never proceeds from an ulcer in the nofe or lungs. Thus 
we may eafily account forthe quantity of the matter difcharged s. 
and have no reafon to be furprifed, that fo large an excretion as 
is frequently obferved in violent gonorrheas, thould fo little af- 
fe@ the conftitution: while if an equal quantity of femen, or 
real pus, was difcharged, we fhould find the conftitution and 
frength of our patients materially injured ; which is, however, 
but feldom the cafe, even in the moff virulent gonorrheeas. 3. 
Ihave faid, that the difcharge may proceed from any ftimulus of 
fufficient power applied to the parts. To difcufsthis latter fub- 
pr fully, 1 fhall confider ir under the three following 
heads. ae 


pur asthefe diftiactions denote only the violence of fome partisu- 
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* This hasbeen hitherto rather fuppo'ed, tian proved by any dire@ fa@>. 
Anatomifts examining the urethia of men who had laboured during their life- 
ame repeatedly under gonorrheas, found, afrer death, no cicatrix inthe ure=— 
thra 3 andcthence the conclufion was drawn, that gonorrheas were generally 
mot accompanied with an ulceration. This, however, would, in my opinion, 
prove little or nothing;. as we fee daily, that shancres on the prepuce or 
glans, though fometimes precty deep, go off, aid are a short time after fo ob- 
licerated, that nor the leat mark ot a former uleer or cicatrifation is ro be 
feen. To conclude thence, thatthere has never been any ulcer, becaufe in 
fuch acadaver we find ne cicatrifation on the prepuce or glans, would in this 
cafe be evidently wrong. Buc what anatomifts have hirherto only fuppofed, is. 
mow made evident by my friend Dr. Stel, profeffor ofthe praGice of phyfic at 
Vienna. He had two years ago che inftiu@ive opportunity of diffle& ng a 
man whodiedin his hofpical, white labouring under a virulent gonerrhea. 
@n opening the urethra carefuily, hé found its internal furface preternaturaily 
red; twoof the lymphatics preternarurally whiceand enlarged 3 andthe puri- 
form matreroozing outfrom the internal mémbrane, efpeciaily atche lacuna, 
where che featot the diforder was, without the lealt appearance of an ulcera~ 
Menor exceriation = : ! = | 


{. Tam of opinion, that virulent gonorrheeas, ** arifing from an 
external caufe, are actually excited by the ftimulus applied to 
the cavity of the urethra itfelf ;” and that confequently, in coi- 
tion, the virulent mucus of the vagina is driven, or, if I might 
fo fay, forged into the urethra, and not, as fome writers have 
imagined, abforbed by the lymphatics of the glans penis, and 

_ thence depofired at the lacuna under the frenum.---If {uch an abe 
forbtion aétually tock place, we fhould every day obferve viru= 
lent runnings feated ow down in the urethra, as well as under — 
the frenum ; whereas this is feldom or never the cafe. The fear 
of thefe gonorrheeas is always originally in the lacuna under the 
frenum ; and thofe which are found tohavetheir feat at thecure 
vatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are not fo at the 
commencement of the difeafe, orarife from an internal caufe. 
What has been faid of the impoffibility of fuchan immediate ap- 
plication of the virus to the infide of the urethra, becaufe its ori- 
fice is clofely fhut up during ereétioa, and therefore admits not of 
any fuch introdu&ion, appears to me only tobe reafoning from 

~an ill-grounded theory*. 

HI. I fhall prove, both from well-eftablithed principles, and 
from praétical obfervations, ‘‘ that gonorrhoeas aot only may, 
* bur moft frequently do, arife from the fame venereal poifea 
““ szhich, applied to other parts of the body, produces fhancres, 
“© or other fymptoms of the lues.”” It has of late been afferted, 
even by fome phyficians of eminence, that the poifon which 

_ produces a gonorrheea, is different from that which produces the 
lues; and feveral {pecious arguments have been brought in favor 
of this paradoxicalopinion. This difpute concerning the nature 
of gonorrhaeas, leads me into adifculfion the more agreeable, as 

it is of confiderable importance In practice, and as experiments 
and obfervations will, | think, enable me to prove not only the 
contrary, but perfectly to reconcile the different. opinions, and 
thus fet rhe matter in a clear light, and free it from that obfcuri- 
ty in which it has been hitherto involved. “I enter therefore ine 
to the difcuffion of thisfubje& with the confideration of the dif- 
ferent reafons alledged for that favorite dodtrine. 

Firfi, tt isfaid, Thatthe poifen which produces the gonorrhoea 
does never, like that of fhancres, produce any venereal fymp- 
toms in the mafs, or the lues itfelf. Tothis I reply, that tho’ 
a lues is feldom produced by a gonorrhea, yet we are by no 
means to look upon this as univerfally true. The reafon why 
gonorrheeas do not, like fhancres, conftantly produce the lues, is, 
that moft of them, if net ill treated, excite only a fuperficial in~ 

ye flammation 
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* What isfaidhere relates only to thofe gonorrhaas which arife from 2 
caufe externally applied, But though venereal gonorrheas do gencrally arife 
from anexternal caufe, it is highly probable co nre, tharchey may fometimes 
te excited by the poifon depofsed trom the mats, aswe ice not unfrequently 
with 1egardro shaneres. 
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flammation in the internal membrane of the urethra, without any 
ulceration. Hence abforption cannot eafily take place, the poi- 
fon being out ofthe courfe of the circulation. But I have feen 
gonorrheeas, through injudicious treatment, or where the difeafe 
had been originally accompanied with an ulcer of the urethra, 
followed by the moft unequivocal fymproms of the Ives itfelf. 
The reafon why the venereal poifon indeed, when applied to the 
urethra, does not fo frequently produce ulcers as when applied to 
the glans, prepuce, and other external parts, is, that the inter 
nal membrane of the urethra is defended by a large quantity of 
niucus, the fecretion of which is moreover augmented, fometimes 
to a furprifing degree, by the prefent flimulus. As long as this 
mucus is fecreted in fuch abundance, the poifon is inveloped, 
the urethra defended, and thus the formation of ulcers effectu- 
ally prevented ; but if, either from the violence of the irritation, 
or from any other caufe, this fecretion is diminifhed, or if by im- 
proper injections the mucus be wafhed away while fome of the 
poifon remains, I am of opinion, from more than twenty inftan= 
ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch cafes out of ten, 
an excoriation or ulceration ef theurethra, and fubfequent pox, 
will be as certainly the confequence, as from venereal ulcers in 
any other part of thebady. Ifthere was the fame quamtity of 
mucus between the prepuce and the glans, as there isin the ca= 
vity of theurethra, we fhould as feldom fee ulcers there as we do. 
in the urethra in cafes of fimple gonorrhoea, We obferve, that 
when the poifon meets there with alarge quantity of mucus, as is 
fometimes the cafe, it then preduces noulcers, but only.a great 
fecretion of puriform mucus, which is calleda gonorrhea [puria, 
but might with more propriety bé termed a Blennorrhagia balani, 
7. e. an adive difcbarge from the glans or corona glandis: The 
reafon whythis kind of running is lefs frequent than thofe from 
the urethra, appears to me to be, the fmall quantity of mucus 
which in moft peopleisfecreted in thefe parts ; whence the virus, 
not being fufficiently diluted, commonly produces thefe erofions, 
or venereal ulcers, called fhancres,~~-This likewife receives a con- 
fiderable confirmation from the well-known fad, that women 
very feldom have fhancres in the vagina, though very frequently. 
in the labia pudendi and nymphe. .The mere want of a fuffici- 
ent quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts, in my opinion, fuf- 
ficiently for this effect. _ : — 

Secondly. They maintain, that the poifon of the gonorrhea 
never produces fhancres, and that the poifon of fhancres neyer 
produces a gonorrhoea.---In confirmation of this affertion it has 
been faid, that a perfon who has-fhancres will never eommuni- 
- gate any other complaint but fhancres, and that a perfon who has 
a gonorrheea cannot communicate any thing but a gonorrhoea. 
T willnot deny that this is frequently the cafe; but sane 
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and attentive obfervation authorifes meto fay, that, like toomas 
ay other medical writers, they have drawn a general conclufion 
from a few obfervations favorable to their own preconceived 
opinion. For in many cafes where.I had occafion to examine beth 
parties, I have been conviitced, that fhancres were communicated 
by a perfon affeded with a fimple virulent gonorrhoea ; and, vice 
verfa, thata virulent gonorrhoea had been the confequenceof an 
infeGion from a perfon having fimple thancres only. But there 
isamore firiking proof than this, which has not been taken no~ 
tice of, viz. if apatient aflided with a venereal running does net 
take care to keep the prepuce and glans perfe@ly clean, fhancres 
will very often be produced, the caufe of which may evidently 
be traced to the matter of the gonorrhoea. -This is one of the 
principal reafons why ia cafes of gonorrhoea we isfift fo much 
en the parts being kept clean; experience having taught us, that 
_ fhancres frequently asife from negligence ia this particular, even 

fometimes after the running has confiderably abated. For the 
fame reafon, I conftantly osder thefe patients to keep their hands 
clean; having feen repeated irftances of venereal ulcers in the 
nofe and eye-lids being the confequence of thisnegle@. But be= 
‘fides this, wilbany map of the medical profeffion doubt, thae 
raatter taken from a fhanere, and applied to the urethra, would 
net produce a gonorrhoea § This is an experiment whith I cere 
tainly fhould not venture to try on myfelf, I muft conclude, 
therefore, that though the writers who have afligned this fecond 
zeafon may be right in a few cafes which fell under their own 
obfervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule from a 
few fads; asI myfelf faould be, in concluding from feveral cons 
trary inftances which I haveobferved, that a gonorrhoea alwayg 
communicates fhancres, and fhancres always a gonorrhoea.—— 
Some cafes of this kind I have feen, asalready mentioned, where, 
in the fourth or fifth week of an fl-treated gonorrhoea, or from 
a negle@ of external cleanlinefs, fhancres have been produced in 

places that had been perfe@ly well before: but this furely would 
be avery flender reafon for afferting, that fuch is always the 
. cafe. Thefe fhancres arifing from the matter of a gonorrhoea, 

were, tomy obfervation, confiantly as virulent and infeGious as 
original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to themfelyes, produce 
thefame pernicious fymptoms in the body; and if a perfon who 
has fuch ulcers was to believe that they are not venereal, nor 
capable of bringing on the lues, becaufe they fo plainly origina~ 
ted from the matter of a gonorrhoea, he certainly would find him= 
felf moft difagreeably miftaken. | | : 

Thirdly. The laft, and, in their opinion, the moft unanfwer- 
able reafon for believing that the virus of a gonorrhoea, and of a 
confirmed lues, are materially different, is, as they fay, that mer- 
cury never contributes.to, or accelerates the cure of a gonorre 
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dicea § but that,on the contrary, every gonorrhea may be cer 

tainly cured without mercury, and without any danger ef leav- 
ang the lues behind.——-—To this! reply, tharit is indeed a cer- 
tain and authenticated fac, that a great many gonorrhoeas may 
‘Be, and are, cured withour mercury. Ihave fcen many inflan- 
aes, where water, drunk for a coufiderable time, has cured the 
gonorrhoea fully as wellas amy medicine whatever. Nature is 
wery often able toeffefta cure in acute diftempers, if we would 
allow her to proceed undifturbed in her operations. Nature, 
when irritated by the poifon, will excite a greater fecretion of 
moucus than ufwal,.in the fame manner as the Jachrymal gland 
pours out a larger quantity of water when a grain of fand falls 
anto the eye. This larger quantity of mucus anfwers the pur= 
pote of diluting the poifon as effedtually as any medicine artificis 
ally inje@ed. Befides, the poifon is by this means, not only di+ 
Juted, but carried off in part by therunning; and the modern 
practice of curing gonorrhoeas, by injeding fweet oil, or orher 
anucilaginous liquors, into the urethsa, does nothing but affift na= 
ture in this falutary work. 

But though I allow that gonorrhoeas may generally be cured 
without mercury, yet repeated experience has fhown the, that 
at is not always poffible ro accomplifh a cure in fuch an agreeable 
manner. In thofe cafes where the gonorrhee is of a milder kind, 
without any uicer or excoriation in the urethra, it may certainly 
and radically becured without ufing a grain of mercury: and 
ghough mercury fhould be given in fuch cafes internally, it cag 
sot have the leaft effe@ ; norbecaufe thedifeafe does not pr 
froma venereal poifon, but becaufe it lies out of the reach of the 
circulation. 3 : : . 

To what is further alledged, that mercury never fhows ary 

ower in accelerating the cure of a gonorrheea,! reply, that they 
mot only confound the runnings which arife from the venereal 
virus, with thofe which are occafioned by other caufes; but that 
they do not make a proper diftin@ion between the internal ufe of 
mercury and the ropicalapplicarion of it. 1 readily allow, that 
mercury given internally cannot cure fimple gonorrhoeas, as the 
caufeot the difeafe lies out of its reach. Bur the fame confequence 
cannot be drawa concerning its topical application. T am indeed 
perfe&ly convinced, not only that mucilaginous Inje€ions, com~ 
‘bined with mild mercurial preparations, contribute to the -cure, 
but that they are the fafeft, fpeedieft, and beft of all methods for 
that purpofe: though I do not deny, that in fimple petals, 
mercury applied in this way does-not always produce beneficia 
effects ; which, however, is often owing, I think, to the ufe of 

improper preparations. | | | 
- Itmuft alfo be obferved, that in this difpute the contending par< 
ties feem to haveentircly overlooked the difingion ~~ ee 
: imple 
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fiinple venereal gonorrhoea, and that combined with an ulcerati- 
on of the urethra: and of fuch importanceis it to attend to this 
diftinGion, that daily experience thows us, that runniags of the 
latter kind are not only cured more fafely and expeditioufly by 
the ufe of mercury, but that they are very often, if not always, 
totally incurable without it ; and that the gleetsremaining after 
thefe gonorrhoeas, though they obftinately refift all other reme- 
dies, yet frequently very readily yield to the ufe of mercury, ei- 
ther externally or internally applied. I can even affirm with cer- 
tainty, that a gleet of this latter kind, of any flanding, can ne~ 
yer be radically cured without it. 

I now proceedto examine the laft part of this objection, viz. 
That a gonorrhoea. never leaves alues behind. This they have, 
no doubt, very frequently obferved ;. but here they fall into the 
fame mistake as formerly, by not diitinguifhing fimpJe gonorrhoeas 
from thofe accompanied with an ulceration of the urethra. In- 
deed it mult be allowed, that an abforption cannot eafily take 
place in fimple gonorrhoeas :. though I confefs it to be yer a 
matter of doubt with me, whether even in this cafe an abforption 
- and confequent lues do not fometimes happen ; at leaf we have 
mot afufficient number of obfervationsto determine this point 
with certainty. 

But whatever may be the cafe in fimple gonorrhoeas, it is cer- 
tain, that when the difeafe is accompanied with.an ulcer of the 
urethra, the parts are then cifpofed to an abforption of the virus. 
Fn thefe circumftances, I never met with afingle patient in whom 
this abforption did not take place ;. and, if early recourfe was: 
not had to mercury, the lJues moft certainly was the confe- 
quence. I have alfo met with feveral inftances, where, from the 
accidental woundiag of a {mall blood-veffel in the urethra by the 
unskilful application of the fyringe or catheter, the virus of a 
fimple gonorrhoea has been abforbed, and produced unequivocal 
_ venereal fymptoms in the fyftem, which, notwithftanding their 
origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We may therefore af~ 
furedly conclude, that there are fome gonorrhoeas which'cannor 
be cured without mercury ; though there are others which may” 
be removed, without the ufe of thatremedy, and without any 
bad confequence enfuing. An account of fome inflances which — 
came under my obfervation, willfet this matter in a clearer 
hight. 

wi young,man of about twenty three years of age, in perfec 
health, happened to be infe@ed: with a fimple gonorrhoea, with+ 
out any other venereal fymptom. The running had been injudi= 
cioufly flopped. the confequence of which was a total fuppref~ 
fjon of urine. A furgeon was called; and the patient being un~ 
able to bear any longer the pain from the diftention ef the-blad~ 
der, recourfe was had to the catheter. But on approaching the 
neck © 
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iteck of the bladder, a great refitence was found, which prevents 
¢d the inftrument from being further introduced, though every 
poflible method was tried. | After waiting a little while, a fecond 
attempt was made but without fuccefs. ~As the pain increafed, 
and from the accumulation of urine there was great danger of a 
rupture of the bladder, a paflage for the catheter was at laft for- 
ced with as little violence as poffible ; which was fucceeded by 
fome drops of blood from the urethra, and followed by a large 
difcharge of urine. By proper treatment, the patient recovered 
in a few days from this dreadful fymptom ; the gonorrhoea came 
on again ; and, in afhort time after, he was thoroughly cured, as 
weimagined. Burfoon after, although there had not been th¢ 
leat appearance of afhancre throughout the whole courfe of thé 
difeafe, an exoftofis, with a violent pain about the middle of the 
fternum, made its appearance. Mercury was adminiflered ; in a 
few days the patient found himfelf betrer, and in five weeks was 
perfectly cured: Now, from an attentive confideration of 
this cafe, I would ask any unprejudiced perfon, whether it is not 
reafonable to fuppofe, that by forcing in the catheter fome vef- 
fel had been wounded, in confequenee of which the abforption 
took place; that the patient was from that moment tofected, and 
afterwards cured. in the fame manaer as tf he had received the 
infe@ion from‘a fhancre*$ S CF os 
A gentleman of about forty years of age, whe formeriy had /a- 
boured under different gonorrhoeas till within thefe jeft five or ix 
years, got aclap; which he found, as he faid, rather mild, with- 
out much pain in making water, and hardly any pain ineredtion 
the firft five or fix days; when,-after violent exercife, he felt the 
whole urethra, but efpeetally the neck of the bladder, more irri- 
tated; for which, however, he took nothing buta mercurial pur= 
gative, and rubbed into the perintum fome mercurial ointment 
every day. Thefefymptoms, together withthe running, were 
nearly gone in eight days, leaving only a little forenefs in the 
perinzum. But the complaint for which he now confulred me 
was a pain in the xyphoidcartilage, fo violent indeed, that he 
even could not bear the touch. I advifed him to rub in fome 
Miore mercurial ointment into the perintum for acouple of days: 
when I faw him again, the pain was notmilder, but had left its 
| , ; = former 
_™ The ditferent period of time at which the venereal diteafe andthe gonorr- 
hoea firft appeared, has alfo been trged as an argument for the difference be- 
tweenthe virus of the gonorrhoea and that of the fyphilis. Bur it is abfurd 
to oppofe uncertainty to uncertainty : we are, 7 think, as ignorant of the 
precie period when the lues fuift appeared, as we are of chat ot the gonorrhoea. 
Ichas been afferted, that the inhabitants of the South-Sea iflands, though 
afliéed withthe lues, are yec free fromthe gonorrhoea. But Captain King, 
whe fucceeded Captain Clerk in the late vovage reund rhe world, affured me 


that this was falfe, andcthathe himielfhad{cén many of them withthe mateer 
‘ripping fiom the urethra. a | 





former place, and occupied now the middle of the flernum, which 
troubled him efpecially laft night. Llordered him to take mereu- 
ry internally; by the ufeofwhich, this complaint in afhort time 
after difappeared. ——-——See alfo thé cafe related page 2. 
- Thus far I have anfwered the arguments which were adduced 
to prove, that the gonorrhoea is never of a venereal nature, or, 
in other words, that it never proceeds from a poifon,ot the fame 
nature with thelues. But though have fhown that this do@rine 
is exceptionable, yet 1 am far from maintaining that all gonorr- 
hoeas arife from the venereal virus. On the contrary, 
~ TI. T am convinced, from experiments made on myfelf, and 
from obfervations made upon others, “* that gonorrhoeas are fome= 
*¢ times produced from other acrimonies, or flimuli, applied to 
“¢ the urethra, with nearly the fame fymptoms as we obferve in 
¢ a venereal gonorrhoea ;” nay, I am now even inclined to be- 
tieve, thar fuch gonorrhoeas may fometimes be propagated as well 
as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhoeas, of which we have 
an account in fome ancient writers, were of that nature,J am un- 
able to determine; and therefore forbear to enter upon the fub- 
je@. I fhall only jut obferve, that the gonorrhoeas, I am here 
{peaking of, are very different from the flux of real femen, or 
from the flux 6f mucus from the proftate gland. Thefe latrer 
complaints, arifing chiefly from a weaknefs of the excretorics 
of thefe parts, occafioned by an abufe of venery, and efpecially 
by mafturpation, do not come within my prefent plan. 
_ Iproceed, therefore, to the main point, viz. to prove, that 
focal inflammations of the urethra, accompanied with the run- 
ning called generally Gonorrhea, are not always of a venereal 
nature, neither in men nor women. This idea. firft aecurred to 
ine from having frequently obfervedin ftone-horfes a kind ofrun- 
ning of a greenifh yellow matter from the urethra. This run- 
ning, which arifes from caufes flill unknown to me, I have feen 
_ daft only for a few days, and then go off fpontaneoufly. The 
fame, and that more frequently, I have obferved in dogs, with- 
out perceiving that they feemed to fuffer much pain from it ; and 
though indeed they continued to lick the part almoft conftanrly, 
they were never affected with any ulcer of the mouth. I have 
befides, for thefe many years paft, been confulted, by a variety 
“of patients, for runnings very fimilar to venerea! gonorrhoeas, but 
often fo mild in their fymptoms, and fo fhort in their duration, 
that I began to'doubt of their venereal nature, I have feen mar- 
ried people, wholived together in the moft perfect harmony and 
friendfhip, where the one was affected with fuch a difcharge for 
feveral days, without communicating the leaft fymptom to the 
other. With fome of them] have been moft intimately acquaint- 
ed ; and convinced without adoubt, that they were faithfully 
sees attached 
C. 
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attached to each other; and-that therefore the difeafe mui have. 
been owing to fome other caufe. : Ba gt 
_ All thefe obfervations taken together, Jed me to believe, thae 
fome kinds of running might perhaps owe their origin, not te 
the venereal poifon, bur to fome different caufe, either external 
orinternal. I began to fulpeét that a difcharge might be produ~ 
ced by any ftimulus applied to the urethra, whether venereal or 
not, provided it be fufficiently acrid to excite an inflammation, 
and coniequent preternatural fecsetion of mucus from the urethra 
jul ascoryzas, accompanied with a large preternaturaily colour~ 
ed lecretion from the mucous membrane of the nofe, arife from 
othercaufes. Having revolved thefe ideas in my mind for feve- 
ral years, [determined at lai to make an experiment upon my-~ 
felf, which thould either confirm the theory 1 had laid down, or 
entirely overthrow ite With this view, I took fix ounces of 
Water, and dropped into it as much of cauflic volatile alkali, es 
gave the mixture a very fharp fiery tafte.. This liquor 1] injected 
into the urethra, comprefling the canal with the fingers of my 
other hahd Below the frenum, that it might be prevented from 
_ going further, and thus be applied to the very part which is gene~_ 
sally the fear of the venereal gonorrhoea. Themomentit touched 
the infide of the urethra, I felt fuch an unfupportable pain, that 
I could not retain itfor a fingle fecond ; bur withdrew the fy-- 
‘Finge, much againiitmy will, almoft at the inflaut of injeGion, 
and the injected liquortan out.. But though the pain continued 
very fevere for half a quarter of an hour, I refolved to make a 
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“efthe fame colour, only perhapsa little more greenifh; the | 
“pain in making water, however, was now fo violent, that I re-_ 
folyed to mitigate it by inje@ting fome lukewarm oil of almonds. 
~ By this it was preatly abated ; the running continued five days, 
the pain allthe while growing remarkably lefs jn the part aflect~ 
ed. Burl now obferved very diflingly a new inflammation tak 
‘ing place lower down in the urethra, where 1 had felt nothing 
before, and where none of the injediion had touched, Thisnew 
-anflammation began, as itfeemed to me, at the very border of 
the former, extending itfelf lower down in the urethra 5 andwas 
followed by a copious difcharge, attended with the fame fymp= 
toms as before, and continued for fix days; at the end of which, 
all the fymptoms were greatly abated. But now, tomy furprife, — 
E fele diflindly the fymptoms ofa third inflammation taking place, 
_ extending from the border of the former about the caput gallina~ 
“ginis to the very neck of the bladder, and attended by an ardor 
“uring, and copious difcharge like the preceding. Arthis 1 was 
_ferioufly alarmed; for I had conflantly inje@ed the warm ollof 
aimondsthree times a day. I perceived thar the inflammation firft 
excited by the cauftic alkali was moft evidently communicated 
‘from one part of the urethra to the other; whence I was afraid, 
that an inflammation of the whole internal furface of the bladder © 
might at length enfue, and be attended perhaps with dangerous | 
confequences. In this fituation I continued betwixt hope and fear 
for about feven or eight days ; when I found atlaft, to my great 
fatisfaGion, this inflammation gradually abate, together with 
. the difcharge, without pafling the limitsof the urethra; and I 
was perfectly freed from every fymptom of thefe three difting 
gouorrhceas, as 1 might call chem, at the endof the fixu week. 

- From this experiment upon myfelf, together with the above- 
mentioned obfervations, and from a very curious obfervation, 
fince related ina differtation publifhed by Dr. Oettingerof Tubin- 
gen, where a difcharge from the urethra, apparently fimilar to _ 
that of a virulent gonorrheea, was produced by the internal ufa” 
of olive oil, which had been wrung out of red Turkith yarn, on 
which ithad been poured before, the reader may judge, whether . 

‘ acrimonious fubflances, of a different kind from the venereal yi- 
tus, fuch as cancerous ichor, or perhaps other ftimuliapplied to 
the urethra, may not fometimes procuce the fame fymproms as 
the cauftic didin my expériment, and the oil in Dr. Oettinger's- 
obfervation. 1 certainly believe, thar runnings fimilar to a go- 

- -norrhoea from the venereal virus, are fometimes produced from o- 
ther caufes, only perhaps with milder fymptoms, and of fhorter « 
_~ continuance; tho’ on myfelf I could not perceive any difference 
_ inthe colour, confiflence, or other circumflances. Aad I now 
look upon the following fa@s asthoroughly eflablithed, viz. 1, 
_ That gonorrhoeas frequently arife fiom the fame venereal pot, on 
Ves DO ae fae ~ applied 
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applied to the infide of the urethra, which, when applied to the 
glans, prepuce, &c. produces fhancres, or when abforbed into the 
fyftem, produces the lues ; and, 2. That there are gonorrhoeas 
which owetheir origin either to acrimonious fubftances introdu- 
ced into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps fometimes to a more vi- 
olent mechanical fimulus arifing during coition, or from fome 
other caufes hitherto unknown to us. . Hence I divide the Blen- 
norrhagics, et leait into two {pecies eflentially diftinG from each 
other, viz. thag arifing from the venereal virus, which I call 
Blea ierhagia jyphilitica; and into thatarifing from other acrid 
. fubftances, to which I give the name of Blennorhagia ab acri, 
aut fiimulo mechanico. By attending to this difference our prac- 
tice mult be regulated aslong as we are not thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the nature of other caufes. Itis owing to the neghé& 
or ignorance of this cillinction, that.we hear quacks daily extol- 
ling the pre-eminence of their noftrums cr fecret injections for 
‘curing the gonorrhoea in a few days, while patients fometimes 
complain of being kept by the moft experienced phvyficians foy 
weeks together, though affected with what they imagine to be 
the fame complaint. 

The running which a gentleman of my acquaintance got fome 
yearsago, notwithflanding, as he faid, he'made ufe of the beft 
preventative of all, was undoubtedly not froma yenereal caufe; 
‘and he may be equally well affected in time to come with the 
fame complaint, thoughhe now thinks himfelt fafe, by what he 
calls, doubling his precaution. oo 

The fimplefuphilitic Blennorrhagia ought further to be dif- 
tinguifhed from the complicated, or that accompanied with an 
ulcer in the urethra; the latter admits no radical cure without the 
internal ufe ok mercury, whereas the former feldom or never re- 
quires its 3 tos 3 : 3 = 

To the ignorance or negle@ of the diflin@ion between fyphi- 
litic gonorrhocas and thofe arifing from other fimuli, we are like- 
wife to afcribe the great difference among pradtitioners with -re- 
gard tothe mode of treatment. Some adyife aflringents, while 
others are Javifh in their praifes of emollients. Henee, even 
fome praGitioners of eminence, having obferved that aftringent 
-InteGions were of fervicein fome cafes of gonorrhoea, even in 
the fage of inflammation, recommend them to every patient af- 
f-tted with that complaint, but by no means with the famefuc- 
cefsin all cafes. . For, befides violent pains in the whole courfe 
o} the urethra, fwelled teflicles, an acute fuppreflion of urine, 
&c. which are the frequent effets of thefe injections, if the dif- 
eafe is of a fyphilitic nature, and efpecially in its inflammatory 
flage, firidiures in the urethra, of the moft troublefome and ob- 
flinate nature, are often the confequence. By overlooking this 
neceflary diflinetion, which applies to men as well as to eee 
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the healzh of the patient is not only endangered, but the happi- 
nefs of married people has been deftroyed, and the friendfhip be~ 
twixt the two fexes hasbeen frequently broken without reafon, 
Ihave certainly feen more than oneinflance of this kind. => 
I fhall only add hereone remark more. Ir isby moft people 
imagined, and feveral medica] writers have even publicly afferted, 
that the maligni:y, as they call it, orthe virulence, of a gonor- 
rhoea, is always in proportion to the colour of the matter dif- 
charged, and that as {oon as this colour changes into a whiter 
one their difcharge isno meseinfectious. But this appears. to me 
by far too general a conclufion ; for in fome perfons I have feen 
the matter retain its original fulphur colour to the very laft day. 
The more certain figns of the abatement of the virulence of the 
difeafe are, the ceflation of the ardor uring, anda capability of 
retaining the water as when in health ; the matter becoming lefs, 
‘and oi a thicker confiftence, fo that it grows ropy, and may be 
drawn into threads between the fingess ; and the. abfence of pain 
or titillation during erections. The only certain figns, however, 
of a radical cure of the gonorrhoea, and of a perfeé fecurity of 
not being able to communicatetheinfe@ion, are, the entire ceflae 
tion of the running, erections, and excretion of femen, withoug 
any kindof pain, titillation, or heatin the urethra : and theugh_ 
in general we may affure our patients, the change of the green- 
ith yellow colour toa white one is not an unfavourable fign of 
the difeafe growing better, it is by no means a certain one of the 
venereal virus being entirely eliminated. oe 
Having thus finifhed my.confiderations about the natureand tha 
—@ifferent kinds of gonorrhoecas, wenow proceedta  =«_— 


The Method of Cure. 


- Herel muf takenotice of what I have eftablithed before, that — 
every kind of yirulent gonorrhoea, or Blennorrhagia, isa local 
inflammation, excited by a peculiar poifon or Rimulus: If this 
poifon be venereal, the following indications will naturally 
prefent themfelves for all fyphilitic Blennorrhagias, viz. 3 
' 41. Toremove the poifon, or, if poflible, to change its nature. 
2. To defend the tender parts from its virulence. . : 
4. Toallay theirritation occafioned by it. 7 
- Oily or mucilaginous inje&ions, combined with opium and the 
mildelt mercurial preparation, feem to anfwer all thefe different 


“purpofes*. 
The 


HF we meet with patients who are prejudiced againft the ufe of inje@ions 
- andwishto betreaced be internal medicines, we ought co acquaint them, 
_ tharrhe difeafe may be cured equally well without any topical application; 
burthat ic will thea require, perhaps, alittle longer time, and the oblery- 

- anceof a more exaG reginen. : ee 
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eks others. _ Such patients noes confine themfelves to a low: ‘diet, e 
gather of the vegerable than of the animal kind; they fhould cat 


a polfion of thevirus. “But Phave conftantly found ¢ that they a 
Rorctal. T uy increafe the fecretion: ar Heat er endeh it hai 
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ie internal ufe sie folutio Sac: the eit aevele | 


Jina, or any other mucilaginous drink, taken largely, (with an 
-anodyne draughr at night according to circumflances), is al-_ 
. ways ufeful, and for patients who have an averlion to “injedi=- 
ons abfol utely neceflary 


“Iffymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear, bleeding may 


ein be ufeful 5 but, in gen eral, more fervice willbe deri- oe 
ved from topical evacuations of blood, and from emollient and | 
 fedative fomentations and poultices. Ou the other hand, when _ 


the patient is of a weak and irritable habit of body, the dif _ 
charge very thin and copious, attended with violent pain and a 


quick pulfe, I have. found the Peruvian bark, given internally, 


according to circumflances, with or without opium, more ufeful 
than the whole tribe ofantiphlogifiics; butopium giyenin emollient _ 
giylters is fometimes particularly ufeful in fuch cafes. By the | 
ufe of this medicine, the frequent painful erections are alfo 
much mitigated ; but theit return ought, as much as poffible, to 


be prevented, by: tying the penis down, lying on’a matrafs on 

_ the fide, and not in a warm feather bed on the back. If the = 
-ere@ion is attended with a Hrapgelavon of the glans, the, _ 
- reatment laid down under the article » Paraphymoyis will si 
eaves oe 


oe 


In order to pr ovent the more violent fymptoms. of goriorrhoca, vee 
the patient ought, during its inflammatory flate, to ‘ufe as lit 


ale exercife a as pollible, to wear a fufpenforium feroti from the - 
beginning of the difeate, and to keep the part affeGed as tuch 


pofiible from the cold air. The fulpenforium {croti, or trufs-bag, 


may perhaps féem. plane: : but being fo little troublefome — 


when well applied, and fo well calculated to prevent a {welling 
of the tefticles, I never negle@ to recommend it, {pecially to 


_ ghofe who have once laboured under this Jatrer difeafe.---With _ 


refped to the regimen to be obferved in gonorrhoeass much ex- 


Sohercile; externalcold, high living, and drinking fpirirnous liquors, ; 
ought, in general, carefully to be avoided by all patients; bur — ~ 
-efpecially bythote of a oiinei aie habit of body, as they gencral~ . 


ly fuller more, and fora longer time, frem this difeafe than 





no fupper, aud drink nothing but cooling: mucilaginous liquids 5 cer 
whereas thofe of a different conflitution are AOE to, be refit ined : 
fo much. oo 

~ Neutral fairs have been formerly. eed, to. coo! the 
Liged, andro promote the {ecrétion of urine, by which it was. 
thoughr to mitigate the inflammation, and aflift nature in th 3 
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wharfoever, the difch 
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aod ths augment the intcation, ithout pigdacing any of the 
good effeas : afcribed | tot hem. - 





A prejudice in favor of purging in govorrhoeas ie alfo ong 


prevailed. - “For this purpofe, fome have ufed the mild, and others _ 
the more draftic Kinds of purgatives; but calomel, efpecially 
has been Seeteen recommended to be given every two or three 
_ days. _ Neither of thefe médicines have lever feen to do good, 

burt frequently much harm. Behdes their tendency to promote 
_the abforption of the poifon into the fyflem, like improper in= _ 
jettions, they offen-give rife ro {we led cefticles, difeafes of the _ 


proftate gland, fuppreflion of urine, ulce ers of the urethra or 
bladder, &c. However, though purging is always improper, the 


| body eught to be kept open, “fo that the patient may hayea foo] 
egulariy ; and I have no doubt that is partivowing tathisim- 

provement of our practice, that wenow fo feldom obferve fymp~ 

foms of the lues, or ulcers of the bla pe following a gonor 


xhoe Ee 
Thus far with regard to the more gene rabroa of the diforess ; 


But venereal gonorrhoeas are not always fo’ fimple. Sometimes 
the poifon feems to be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather _ 
“meets with - conilitutions _of a more irritable nature 3 or the . 
fymptoms are frequently” exa(perated by improper treatment, or 
_ by negleé of the above-mentioned rules. in this café the pati- 
ent feels a more violent heat and pain in making eae accom 
panied with atenfion of the urethra, along its whole length; a 
perpetual ae of making water, without bein ng able to pats” 
more than afew fcalding “drops at a time: frequent ereions, 
with mat exquifite fhootiag pains throughout the whole length 
of the urethra, but more efpecially at the frenum. Sometimes — 
Picake ot bioed. or realblood, are difcharged with the urine g 
and evident marks of an ulceration of the urethra make their ap- - 
pearance. In this cafe, befides the above- mentioned remedies, 
the ufe of mercurial fumigations or frictions on the peringum. and 
infide of the thighs, I have found to be one of the mo efficacious tee 





remedies. : : 


The fame treatment. will prove Voiccable, if, by any oe 2 

tge of the venereal gonorrhoea, during 
bi popeusd or flopped, either by acrid a 
er aftringent injetions, or even by thé moft proper injections ap /e 





its inflammatory flage, | 


plicdin an improper paroee, by draftic or repeated mild purges, 


oy the premature ufe of turpentine or balfatnics, by viclent ee a 
ercife, and efpecially by catching cold in the part affleGed. The 
“yirus feems to leave itsnatural feat under the frenum, to fertle 
_ lower down, where the excretory duéts of the feminal meels and 
. proftare gland open into the urethra, and produces a fwelling in - 
ene oF both tefticles; or, ifthe virus has been driven ftill lower. 

down to the neck of the bladder, the pale sat Has a continual de 
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fireto make water, without being ableto pafs any, or only a 
few drops at a time. He is then often unable to fland upright 
fora quarter of an hour; anda total fuppreffion of urine is in 
this cafe frequently the confequence. In all thefe different pla= 
ces, the poifon generally produces only a fuperficial inflamma- 
tioa, though not unfrequently alfo, by its virulence, or want of 
afufficient quantity of mucus to dilute it, an excoriation and 
ulceration in the urethra take place, which then never fails to 
@ndin an obflinate gleet, andto be followed by a gencral infec- 
tion of the mafs. : - | : 
— Ir {peaking of the dreadful confequences of a fuppreffed of 
fiopped venereal gonorrhoea, I muit not omit to mention a dif-_ 
-eafe, perhaps the moft melancholy of all venereal compiaints 
‘whatever, I mean a violenc kind of inflammation in one or both 
eyes, frequently accompanied witha difcharge of puriform mat- 
ter, entirely fimilarin colour and confiftence to that of a gonor= 
rhoea, and generally terminating in perfe& blindrefs ; and in 
other cafes inflead ofan ophthalmy, a more or lefs perfec deaf- 
nefs. ThoughI am by no means able to account for the origin of 
thofe complaints fuddenly following the fuppreffion of gonor- 
thoeas, efpecially from fevere cold, (forl have never obferved 
them butin very fevere climates and feafons), to which the pati- 
ent had been previoufly expofed, I am convinced of the fad. I 
fhall fpeak of it more fully below, under the head of Venereal 
Ophthalmy. — te | : 
_ The only remark I have to make here is, that all thefe complaints 
_ €rom repelled venereal gonorrhoeas, being very often attended 
with fuch unhappy confequences, an honefi manought not to 
‘tnind the opinion of others, but be guided in his conduét by juf<_ 
tice and confcience, and do every thing that poflibly may be 
‘done to cure or relieve his patient. I therefore mention here, that 
¥ have tried in four cafes of fwelled tefticles and fupprefiion of 
urine, arifing from a retropulfed gonorrhoea, the inoculation of 
the venereal poeifon, by means of a bougie, dipped into vwenereal 
' matter and intreduced into the urethra, with unexpeéed fuccefs. 
- ‘This being the cafe, I find myfelf bound nét to conceal it, 
thoughI may poflibly be blamed for it. We are confulted for 
giving relief; and confequently fulfil our duty, at leaft, by of- 
fering aremedy, which the patient has always in his power to 
accept or refufe. : : : =e 
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On GLUEETS (BLENNORRHOEA.) 
Continued running after the inflammatory fymptome of a 
gonorrhoea have for fome time difappeared; is. commonly 

ace. Glee: Blennoriea, or Genorrheeainveterata, or benigna > 
aname mer: ly relative tothe former, whichis called GonorrAea 
mnaligna.or virulerta. 

G vets. arife chiefly from two caufes:.1ft, From fimple relax= 
ations of the mouths of theveffels, which had been irritated. in~ 
flamed, and thereby loft fomewhat of. their. contractile power ; 
Or, adly; From an ulceration, or an erofion in fome part of the 
urethra. To,the former] gave, with more proprictyI think, 
the name B/ennorricea Does ey and the latter I called Blennor- 
_rheea complicata.. See the Nofological Table at the end. of- this 
chapter 

In the former kind: after the inflammation and irritation occa- 
fioned by the gonorrhs a have fubfided, the veffels, from whence 
that difch large proceeded, continue to pour out cither matter o 
the fame purliorm appearance, oronlya clear kindof mucus, in 
@ preternatural quantity. Sometimes a.gleet begins to appear af- 
ter coition, exercife, or free living, though the difcharge fron 
the preceding ponerrhoea had entirely aifappeared fome days on 
weeks before. ; 

Gleets of this kind are for. the mof part only.a local complaine, 
the fimple remains. of a gonorshoea. not perfectly cured; bua 
thofe of the fecord kind may, de confidered as. the remains of a 
‘yery violent or complicared ganarghgea,, genera! ly., accompanied 
with an infeGion of.the body. 

Hence it appears, that the natuse and feat of gieets may be-as 
various as thofe of gono1 ihoeas ; ; but according to the place where: 
they are fituated, the time they have continued, and the caufe 
by which they are produced, the method of cure muit be dit 
ferent, and becomes more or lefs difficult and Sg ay i 

Thofe gleets are moft eafily cured which have their feat.in.the 
uretira under the frenum : thofe originating from ulceys.of -the 
urethra, and which have continued for fome time, are mucb more 
obftinate; and thofe arifing from erofions ofthe excretory. duds 
of the feminal veficles, or profiate gland, or from ulcers of the 
bladder, are the moit Rubborn of any. In generally: the further 
back gleets are firuated in the urethra, the mare aptthey are to 
produce a dificulty i in making water, or ftrictures. and fuppref- 
fion of urine; and the more difficult, in general,. proves theia 
cure. 

I have always found thofe gleets which fucceed a fimple 

“@orthoea to be merely a local difeafe, and to owe their eitence 
oles, 
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folely to a relaxation of the {mall veflels after the inflammation 
has fubfided. But fuch gleets as arife after a violent or ill-trear-. 
ed gonorrhoea, are generally accompanied with an excoriation or 
ulceration of the urethra. In this cafe, the venereal poifon has. 
been generally abforbed, and the mafs is of confequence more or 
lefs infected. ’ : 

- As it isof the utmoft importance, though fometimes extreme= 
ly difficule to afcertain thefe points, I fhall endeavour to enume~ 
rate the moft remarkable fymptoms by which it may be known 
whether there is any ulceration in the urethra. They are fhort- 
ly as follow : 1. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real blood 
difcharged, during the inflammatory flage of the gonorrhoea, as 
above mentioned ; but more efpecially after the violeace of the 
inflammation has abated. 2. Real purulent, or thin ichorous 
matter, difcharged in a greater or Jefs quantity from the urethra. 
3. A pain confined to one part of the urethra; bur felt more 
particularly upon introducing the catheter, or preffing on the 
urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in one particular place of 
the urethra, felt efpecially in paffing the laft drop of urine, or 
the emiffion of femen,——~——-Though all thefe pretty plainly | 
indicate an ulcer, its exiftence will be much more confirmed, if 
the preceding fymptoms of inflammation have been very high, 
44 the patient has been improperly treated, or even, as I have 
fometimes feen, if the urethra has been wounded by a mif- 
management of the fyringe, or a rude application of the cathe= 
ter, during the inflammatory flate. - | 

By not attending to thefe marks, which fufficiently point out 
the exiflence of anulcer inthe urethra, we fhall be often difap- 
pointed inthe cure. Whenever, therefore, we are confulred 

about gleets, our firft bufinefs fhould be, to examine whether they 
- ailfemerely from relaxation, or from an ulceration in the urethra; 
and in this latter cafe, whether it is an univerfal or only a local 
difeafe. Ifan ulcer has taken place, it will be neceffary, in 
order to form a proper prognofis, to afcertain the place of that 
wicration in the urethras | . : 

When the difeafeis merely local, it may be cured either by to- 
pical aftringent applications, or by internal corroborating or bal- 
famic remedies, or by the union of both, The beft topical reme- 
dies] have found, are injedions made of white vitriol diffolyed in 
water, and mixed occafionally with fome grains of calx of lead, 
or bolus Armena 3 or injeGions prepared with calomel fufpended. 
in water, or in fome mucilaginous fluid; or a folution of blue. 
vitriol, of allum, or of verdigreafe; each of which may in cer- 
tain circumftances be ufeful. Of the internal remedies recom-— 
mended for the fame purpofe, I fhall {peak hereafter. 

If the difeafe is univerfal, i.e. accompanied with an infe@ion 
of the whole fyftem, asis moft generally the cafe where there is _ 
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&n ulceration of theurethra, we muft, befides topical remedies, 
have recourfe to thofe appropriated to the cure of the lues irfelf. 
In this.cafe, it is impoflibleto cure the gleet till we have firft pu- 
ifiedthe mafs. After this is done, or while it is yet doing, I 
thave found a folution of fublimate and lithargein vinegar, diluted 
with a fufficient quantity of Water, and injeéied cwo or three 
‘times a-day, amoft excclient remedy. 
With regard toinjetions in general, I fhall make two material 
‘obfervations, the negle& of which may fometimes occafion cur 
heing difappointed in a cure, even though the befi remedics are 
‘ufed. The fyringe made ule of for this purpofe fhould have thore 
but wide pipe, juft fo large'that its orifice may go into the orifice 
of the urethra, and the pifton ought to to apply clofe to the fides . 
‘of the tube. Ifthe whole pipe of the fyringe be much {maller 
than the orifice of the wrethra, itis attended with twa confiders | 
a@ble difadvantages: the fir is, that with a {mall pipe, efpecie 
ally if net perfeély {mooth, the patient eafily wouncs the infide 
‘of the urethra, thereby rendering himfelf liable to an ulceration 
‘of thepart, and confequent abforption of the poifon. The fe« 
cond is, that the liquid inje@ed, inftead of going into the cavity 
‘of the urethra, will, in proportion asthe patient preffes the pif 
fon, run out fideways through the orifice of the urethra. Tithe 
pifton itfelf does not apply clofely tothe fides of the fyringe, 
even if the pipe is fufhiciently large, fo that it perfedly clofes 
tthe orifice of the urethra, theliquor will fill regurgitate between 
the pifton and fyriage, inflead of going into the urethra ; and 
thus the patient may imagine that he has injected the liquor pro- 
perly, when perhaps very little has entered. But though the fy= 
-ringe be properly made, and at the fame time the moft carefuline 
firudions be given, the patient does very often perform the ope 
-tation in fuch an aukward manner, that no good effeét follows. 
A fyringe properly made, fhould be applied clofely and exaélly 
“to the orifice of the urethra ; fo that, by the conic form of its 
pipe, all paflage may be deniedto the liquid betwist it and the 
fides of the urethra. Ifthe diforder lies ia the ufual original feas 
of gonorrhoeas, viz. juft under the frenum, the patient fhould, 
with one hand, comprefs the urethra at the firft curvature of the 
penis, where the fcrotum begins, while he holds and manages 
the fyrinpe with the fingers of the other. The piften, which 
fhould always fit clofe, but flide eafily, ought then to be preffed 
foftly and flowly, till he feels the urethra gently dilared, and 
thus keep the liquid inje@ed fora minute or two ih the urethra, | 
repeating the fame operation three or fourtimes. By a rath or 
. tong continued preifure of the pifton, the frriration produced 
thereby in the urethra often docs more harm than the injection 
¢an do good. 2 
By attending to thele dixeGions, a double advantage is oe 
fBIng 
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tained. The liquid is properly applied to the part affected, wt 
the fame time that no dangerds incurred of driving fonie of the 
venereal poifon lower down the urethra along with the ‘injec- 
ted liquid ; but this precaution is unneceffary, if the fear oi the 
diforder is lower down. | | | ; | 
Withrefpea@ to the liquid itfelf, it fhould always, in cafes of 
virulent gonorshoea, be madeluke-warm ; but in gleets this is 
not neceflary. In gonorrhoeas, if the liquid is too cold or téo 
warm, it may eafily hurt the patient, efther by driving back the 
matter, ortucreafing theinflammation. In many inftances alfo 
the liquid ought to be well fhaken before ir is ‘injected. It may 
eaftly be made warm, by puttinga tea-cup half full into a bafon 
of hot water. In all cafes; before ‘any injection ds applied, the 
patient fhouldettemprto make water. | 
The other obfervations I hayeto makes, that young men la~ 
bouring uader gleets, after having for fome time made ‘ufe of in- 
jeGions, and finding themfelves corfiderably better, will grow 
carelefs in the application, and even fometimes neglect the injec= 
tion altogether for a day orhalfaday. The confequernce of this 
is fometimes difagreeable : and I have feen feveral inflances, 
where, by neglecting to ufe the inje€ion for ‘a fingle day, the 
@unninz has been greatly augmented, as ifit had been a freth gleer5 
and the relapfe being more obitinate thaa the original difeafe, 
the patients have been obliged to continue the injections for more 
weeks, than perhaps it would have required days to cure the difs 
temper, had they continued the ufe of them without interrup+ 
tion. ce et yo ee 
In general, in order toprevent any danger of a rélapfe, I order 
my patientsto apply the injections three, four, or, according to 
circumftances, fixtimes a-dav during the difeafe, and to conti* 
nue the fame regularly for cen or twelve days after the running ~ 
has entirely ceafed, ~--—-Syringes of a different kind are required 
for women, if we with to fee any good effects produced by the 
injections adminiftered to them, as 1 fhall mention below, under 
the article of Venereal Ulcers. eS 
Befides injections, bougies will often be of great fervice tm 
gletts, efpecially where the ulcer has irsfeatin the lower part of © 
the urethra. They may be ufed either alone, or in conjunction 
with proper inje@ions, They fhould be’kept in, for the firit 
three or four days, only for a quarter or half an hour at atime, 
until the patient is fo accuftomed to them that he can bear them 
longer ; and then they may be kept infor feveral hours in the 
morning and evening, or during the whole day and night. It 
muft be left entirely to the judgment of the phyfician to determine, 
whether the bougiesto be employed fhould be of an irritating or 
fedative qual ty ; the circumftances of the eafe will point out 
whether thefe of the former or latter kind are neceflary. It muft 
however, 
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‘however, ‘be remembered, that before the application of bougies, 
"as well as injections, © the’ patiene ought always to attempt to 
‘make water, ‘in order to gtve time to the remedy to produce is 
effzctson the pare affected. If the application of the bougi 


‘produces, as I have fometimes obférved,‘a tenfion and pain ta 
‘the fpermatic cord, ora fwelling of the téefticle, its ufe muft be 


“omitted for a few days. This effec ‘I have fometimes alfo fourid 


to be produced by the ufe of roo large a bougie, and to be rem 


"moved by changing it for afmeller one; in general, {rial bow 


igtes fhould be'préferred to large ones in'the beginning. 


Should we be difappointed in ourexpectations of a cure, either 
‘by the ufe oftbougies, or injections cf the above- ‘mentioned lone, 
it will be proper toinjeét fuch liquids as may excite an ‘infitate 


“on and ‘inflammation tn the ‘uretiira, efpecially ‘in the affeaed 


‘part. Thefe have often been aitended with fuccefs after the 
‘beft-atringents have failed. ‘For this purpofe, “we may ufe 
injectton made with fublimage and litharge, or a fimple (Siusiem 
‘of fublimatein water, or alarge dele ‘er calomel fufpended in 
fome mucilaginous liquor. 

— ‘Ic has been obferved by Dr. Cullén, that obMinate ‘pleéts have 
‘fometimés begn cured by violent and long contiaué ¢ exercife on 
horfe-back ; fuch as a journey from Edinburgh to London: and 
‘It is probable that thiscute ts produced by éxciting an inlamma- 
‘tion inthe parts, as the inje@ions jult now recommended are ape 
todo. Gleets have fometimes been ‘cured by coition ; which 
‘may be accounted for on the fante principles: but thisis a re~ 
‘medy which ean never berecoihmended’by the honeft praditioner; 
‘becaufe gleets are often infectious, and the venereal difcafe would 
‘by thefe ‘means certainly be communicated to a healthy womans 


‘or, if fhe was not healthy, the man would not only tun the risk 


‘of getting afrefh gonorrhoea, burt even the luesirfelf, if-his gleee 
“was owing to an ulcer in the urethra. 

Befides the above-mentfoned remedies, fome others may be ap 
plied in gleets of the more obflinate kind, fuch as the tindura 


scantharidum internally, or injections of oil of turpentine, of in= 
fufion of galls, &c. and I have been informed by a friend, that 


he once faw a defperate gleet cured by inje&ing the tincture of 
dipecacuanha, and fome other cafes where a fmall ele&rical fhock 


‘through the urethra produced a cure. I can fay nothing with re= 


‘pard to the effects of thefe remedies, having never had occafioa 
to try them. I mention them only becaufe we are fometimes 
at a lofs for medicines in very obflinate complaints of this 
kind. 

Bathing in cold water has alfo been recommended in obflix 
nate gleets, and I have feen it fometimes produce very good ef- 
fe&s, but, in two or three cafes, I have feen it as certainly ins 


éreafe che Famine The fame effect has been alfo obferved by 


; ores 
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‘others. paachaing isvery beneficial; as likewife wathing the 
faite paris with cold water, either by itfelf or mixed with 
'vinega 

<5 con are three kinds of internal remedies madeufeof in gleetss 
‘each of which may be ufed, either alone, or combined, as cir= 
‘cumftances may réquire, with or without the local applications 
‘above-mentioned, Thefe-are. _ 

rv. A courfe of mercurials. This is always neceffary where 
the difeafe arifes from an ulcer of the urethra, efpectally of a 
Jong flanding, or where a general infection hastaken place. In 
fuch cafes, pills made of turpentine and mercury are often very 

proper. 
se Balfamics s. OF thefe the moft commonly éfed is the balfa~ 
mum copiaba. Of this the patient may take from fifty to one 
hundred drops in a draught of cold water, once aday at noom, 
or twice a-day, evening and morning. Immediately after the 
balfam, from twenty to_ fifty drops of elixir vitrfoli acidum 
fhould be taken, in the fame Quantity of water, to render the 
former lefs difagreeable to the fomach. Half a drachm of puré 
turpentiné, or a drachm of balfamum traumaticam, often an= 
fwers the purpofe of the copaiba extremely well. I knew a cafe, 
where a very large quantity of copaiba balfam wasfwallowed at 
once by a young nian, who was thereby radically cured of a moft 
jnveterate andobftinate gleer. 
3. Corroborants. Among thefe the Peruvian barkin powder, 
or infufed in red wine, or, which is fometimes better, infufed in 
lime. water, together with or without fome other powerful af= 
tringent, will fometimes prove effeGual when all other remedies 
have fa lad. After all, however, our utmoft endeavours to cure 
an inveterate gleet will fometimes be in vain; and- there have 
been iaftances where nature herfelf has effected a cure in time, 
after the unfuccefsful and tedious exhibition.of the moft power® 

ful rem edies, oe =, 

Obftinare cleets Pomerme es Oliginate, as mentioned above, 
ee a fingular caufe of which we have fome examples in ana- 
tomical collections. This is, when two ulcers of thé urethra 
happen to be ee oppolite to each other. In this cafe, 
fome parts of them will inofculate with each other, producing | 
a kind of bands acrofs the urethra, with a {mall ulceration be= 
low. Thus not only a moft obftinate running, baffling all mes 
dicines, isproduced, but a difficulty of making water frequenta 
ly takes place, and an impoffibility of making it but ina very - 
{mall fiream, or not at all. The only remedy in this. cafe, if 
we have fome reafon for fufpe@ing this caufe, is the marcos 
operation ; though in fomecafes, where the bands are not too 
firong, they might perhaps be broke, by applying a probe or — 
cathevers Whether or not a a Laat cale of @ very horse 
OME. 
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fome and obRinate gleet belongs tothis clafs, I leave my reada 


ersto judge. | 


Some years ago I was confulted by a nobleman concerain ga. 


gleet, with which he had been affected for about ten years, and 


tor which he had confulted the phyficians and furgeons in feye~,_ 
_ ral-countries. Sometimes it fto ppea d for feveral days ; thencame. 


3 


~ om again of itfelf, efpecially after xiding on horfeback, or coi-. 


tion. At fuch times he always felt fome uneafinefs, and the nexe 
day a little running, which went off, till the fame caufe was 


repeated ; which rendered him very uneafy, efpecially as he in= — 


tended to marry. Upon examining the patient, | found the dif- 
order feated down in the urethra, about the place called by ana- 
tomifts the Caput gallinaginis. Every internal and external re~ 
medy, that] knew of, was applied, without effecting a radical 
cure. I took the difeafe to be a call ae ulceration ; and, on 
this fuppofition, he wore bougies for eight or ten weeks without 
the leaft cffe&. Being obliged to continue my els, 1 left. him 
very little the better for what 1 had done 3 at the fame time ad- 
vifing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to.confult there who= 
ever hecould exped any benefit from. The refult, as he after- 
wards informed me by letter, was as follows. ‘+ ‘Ager my are 
“rival at Paris, { confulted, according to -your advice, ail the 
“ medical men of eminence ia that city, who rendered me more 
“‘ uneafy about my diforder than I had ever been before, by 


<“* their different opinions of the caufe, mature, and cure of it. 
“° Some advifed me to a new mercurial courfe A sos rs prefcribed 
‘“ different internal and external remedics.. 1 thewed them allthe 
s* prefcriptions fucceflively tried by you; they fecmed rather 


“© aftonifhed, that none of them, after a fair at had. fucceed~ 
€ ed; However, fome new injedions and in renal remedies 
“* were ordered, rather I think to fatisfy me for my money, than 
-in hopes of doing me any real fervice; indeed1 was for three 
_ oy four months entirely in the fame condition as when I firft 

“ cameto Paris. But, furprizing ir may fem £0 yey the laft 
perfon whom I confulted upon recommencation, feemed to me 
“< the moft ignorant | had applied to: he faid he was obliged to 
examine the paflage of the urethra with a catheter, in order 
“to afcertain the place, &c. He accordingly applied it; it 


* diforder, where it met with the fame obfacle it had always 
~© done, whichtlhad before told him of ; notwithftanding this, 
he endeavoured to puth it further. | told him it gave me exe 

ceflive pain: but he preffed it imprudently on, and it went 


_* through ; upon which fome blood immediately run out of ihe 


urethra. This, as it feemed, much frightened him: he ask- 
-edmy pardon, withdrew his inflrument, took his fce, and de- 
ae Parted , a left me much diflatisfied for employing him. I 
ae ,  €xpecaed 


went in asufual very readily, tillir came to the feat of the 


a 
one 
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4 expetted I fhould be worfé the next day, and fuffer much from, 
*¢ his unskilful condudé :. but, quite the reverfe, I have been — 
from any ciforder thefe two months paft , 1 ride on horfeback,. 
and’ enjoy a woman, without finding any ill effects from 
** them; and. therefore think myfelf radically cured. The 
** friendfhip T owe you, for the trouble vou took on my account,, 
** obligesmero ftate to you this particular cafe, which may be 
& of ufe to you, and which you perhaps can better account for. 
** than thofe I have fince confulted.” 

 Gleets arifing from deep: and large erofions of the mouths 
co the feminal ducts, or. excretories of the proftate gland, 
esalfo thofe which originate from ulcers of the bladder, are very 


ee 
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often incurable ; or ifthey do admit of a cure, a particular con-. 


fideration of the nature and treatment. of fuch cafes would exceed. 
the limits of this treatife. 

In allinveterate and obfinate gleets, which have their feat. 
Jow down in the urethra, we fhould carefully examine the pro-. 
fiate gland; fortoa difeafe of this part they frequently owe. 
heir origin. Ifthe gland fhall be found preternatuzally fwelled, 
and hard aftera mercurial courfe, repeated blifters applied to the. 
perineum, with large dofes of the infpiffated juice of conium. 
mraculatum, Lin. | have feen in fome inftances attended. with. 
fuccefs where all other remedies had failed. 

Of the treatment of gleets combined with ftriGures, viz. with. 
more orlefs difficulty, i in making wate 1, I muft refer to the chap= 
ter on Ifchury. 

Gleer$ which arife either froma weaknefs, relaxation, or fome= 
times perhaps from too great am irritability of the duis above~ 
mentioned, are properly called by the name of Gonorrhoea “aes 
us feminis). In thefe cafes, a real femen is difcharged, fome- 
times without ere&ion, or any fenfationof pleafure: and is ei- 


ther continually dripping off, or Is evacuated at times by debili- 


tating noéturnal or diurnal pollutions. Sometimes it is difcharg—. 
ed only on goi ing to ftcol, when the hard faces, during their 
paffage in the re&um, prefs on the feminal veficles and proftate 

eland, and thus force the relaxed orifices of their excretory duéts, 
This diforder, however, docs not arife from any venereal infec- 
tion, and but feldom from the abufe of venery. Its moft general 
éaufe ts mafturpation, and ther@fore comes not within my plan 
ar prefent. It requires a moft prudent and careful treatment 5 
etherwife the patient willfall a vidim to that kind of contigs 
tion which we call with, Hippocrates, Tabes derfalis, Whee 
ther the diforder hencanad in the Old Teftament, was a gonor- 
rheea of this kind, orofa differentnature, I dare not, as I have. 
already mentioned, take upon me to determine. 


Be 
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NOSOLOGICAL TABLE, “tuatating 
the two (preceding ‘Chapters. 


Claf. Locales. 

Ord. Phlogofess 

Genus, BLENNORRHAGIA, Angits, Clap: Germanis, Trip. 
eq pert Gallis, Chaude=piffe : Ttalis, Gonorrhoca. 


Ch onattert ih Viris. Titillatio orzcipue in urcthre parte anteri= 
ore fub frenulo ; fubfequente po biduum aut quatriditim m, 
phiogofi locali, cum-ardore et dolore in mingendo 5 ‘acce= 
dente ftillicidio materiei puriformis ex urethra ; corpore ca- 
vernofo urethre preternaturaliter turgefcente, pleruimque 
cum ereciionibus membri virilis folito frequéntioribus dolo= 
Fificise 


dn Foeminise Titillatio ad orificium vagine externum.; fub= 
fequente poh biduum aut quatriduum dolore, rubore et tu- 
more przrernaturali.precipue (ad rapham). prope commif= 
“furam labiorum vulvz inferiorem ; accedente ardore et doloa 
re ejufdem partis in mingendo ; cum ftillicidio materiei pus 
riformis ex vulva. 
Gonorrhoea, 
Gonorrhoea virulenta 
Gonorrhoea maligna 
Gonorrhoea venerea 
Fluor albus venereus, f. malignus , 
Leucorrhoea yenerea 


aucorum:, 





Variat ratione fedis. 


Blennorrhagia balani, vulgo gonorrhoea ( Materia. fitenies 





{puria ) j ex glande. 
pcm nme Urethralis 1 ex urethra. 
ame yeficalia ge e velicas 
one em labialis | eladi isvulves 
ens yarinalis — e vagina. 
noenememcme UTETING ex utero, 
ee nafalis Le.naribus, 
Species funt, 2 


Blennorhagia fyphiliries; 
a. Simplex, ee 
4, Complicata, f. ra : 


see / 
| 


s¢@ NOSOLOGICAL TABLE, 


g. Aviru fyphilitico e maffa depofito. 
Blennorrhagia ab acri externo applicato. 
Blennorrhagia.a ftimulo interno applicato. 
Blennorrhagia a cancrouteri aut vaginz. 
Blennorrhagia arthriticae 


Sequela Blennorrhagia eft. 


BLENNORRHOEA. Anglis;Gleet: Germanis, Nachtrips 
per, weiffer Flufs : Gallis, Gonorrhee inviteree. 


Character. Stillicidium humoris puriformis, aut muci limpidi, 
ex urethra in yiris, exorificio vaging in fzminis preterne= 
turalis, fine libidine aut dyfuria, : | 

Gonorrhoea benigna 

Gonorrhoea inveterata Soeur 
Fluoralbus benignus ssh aaa * 
Leucorrhoea 


Variat ratione fedis ut Blennorrhagia. 


Species pratlico notatt neceffarie funt, 
Blennorrhoea fimplex, a relaxatione vaforum. 
Blennorrhoea complicata ¢ 

a. cum ulcere. 
6. cum {cirrho proftate. 


Sequele Blennorrhagie fy philitice retropulfie fint: 


‘Tumor tefticulorum. 
Ifchuria urethralis. 
Bubo. 7 
Ophthalmia. ; : eo ' 
Dyfeccea. 

' Fluxus puriformis ex oculis. 

oem em €X auribuse 

e naribus: 











: Syphilis. 
Genus: GONORRHOEA. ~ 


_ Charaéter. Excretio feminis aut muci proftate preternatura- 
lis, cum vel fine erectione et libidine ; accedente dolore lum= 
borum et atrophia. “. 

Gonorrhoea tee ae 

Pollutio noGurnadebilitans 


ollutio no@urnadebilitans quorum. 
Excretio feminis aayoluatatia Sl 





y 


~ 


| Species 
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OF THE TESTICLES. 35 
Spesies*funt > | : 


Gonorrhoea 2 relaxione vaforum. 

Gonorrhoea ab ulcere aut erofione du@uum excretoriorum 
proftatz’-et veficularum feminalium., 

Gonorrhoea a: nimia irritabilitate, potifimum per manu- 
ftuprationem indudae 





GC -H:A* PB: FVi 


On the Venereal Swelling ’of:the Tefticless - 


77 HEN a Clap has been treated either by improper: medi+ 
cines, or the patient labouring under it’ ufes too violeng. 
exercife, or efpecially if he catches cold in the part affected, by 
expofing it toa ftream of air; or by wafhing it with cold water, 
‘one and fometimes both tefticles begin to {well, often to an e* 
normous fize, attended with all the fymptoms of*a local inflame 
mation ; to which ‘an irritation of the whole mafs, anda vic» 
lent fever, not unfrequently fucceed. This difeafe is cailed a 
Swelled Tefticle,-and fometimes, though very improperly; a Her 
nia humoralis. ; 

Previous to the fwelling, the running of the clap partly or en* 
tirely ceafes ; but fometimes this will only happen, at leaft t@ 
an obfervable degree, a day or two after the {welling has ac# 
tually appeared. » : 

That the fwelling ‘and fymproms of ‘this inflammation are 
produced, in that cafe, merely by thé irritation of the-poifon 
lodged lower downin the urethra, at the place where the exe 
cretory dus of the feminal veficles open, and not(as was fup+ 
pofed formerly, for want of anatomical knowledge of the:courfe 
— of the lymphatics) from an abforption of the poifon, and tran 
pofition’of the gonorrheea to the tgfticle itfelf, is now-generally 
_admitted ; and will perhaps bé more evident from the obferva= 
tions which I fhall lay down upon the-nature and feat of this 
diforder, and from the method of treatment whichI found the 
moft fuccefsful for this complaint. : | 


Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that the tefticle it~. 
felf is always the feat of this diforder. But, upon amore clofe — 


' attention and inquiry, I find, firft, That the teiticle itfelf is new 


¥ 


ver fwelled, or in the leaft affeated, in the heginning of this--- 
complaint ; but that the only affected and {welled partis the epix- 
didymis, which every man may eafily convince Wimfeif of by a-~ 


careful examination. I faid, the tefticle is never in the leaf: 


&. ma 
ge. 


aifecied in the beginning, ox for the firth Ave or ix days j.a0d | 


* ‘ 
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it becomes affeéted afterwards, it is merely owing to the pre. 
poftcrous treatment. 2d/y, I have conftautly obferved, that the 
tever which frequently attends this complaint, elpecially in ir=. 
yitable conflitutions, isnever a primary diforder, but only con- 
comitant to, or the confequence of, this local irritation ; and 
thatfor thisreafon, by the method mexrtioned hereafter, it is al< 
moft generally in the power of the phylician, if called upon in, 
time, to prevent any fever taking place. : 

In what manner this {welling of the epididymis is produced by, 
the irritation of the venereal poifon, retropulfed to. the lower. 
part of the urethra, Ithink unneceflary here to explain : but we. 
dee clearly, from the caufe afligned, how it happens, that, after 
the {welling of one teflicle is gone, the other is fometimes at 
tacked ; and that, after afuppreflion of urine from a retropule. 
fed gonorrhoea, is removed, fometimes a {welling of the tefticles. 
arifes. This is owing to the tranfpofition or change of place of 
the poifon. It will further appear, from the nature of this dif- 
order, why a man who ‘has been once affefted with a {welled 
tellicle is fo eafily affeéted with the fame diforder a fecond time. 
But in orderto eftablifh a more ratienal and efeétual method of 
cure of that complaint, than has been hitherto practifed, 1 muffs 
obferve, that this {welling is owing to the irritation of the poi- 
fon tranfpofed to a different place in the urethra, and not to the . 
teflicle itfelf ; and, fecondly, that it isnot an inflammation of 
the tefticle, as has been hitherto generally believed, but only a_ 
fwelling of the epididymis. This I have found te be the cafe in 
all my patients; and faw it particularly confirmed in two cafes. 
where a fwelling-of the fame kind was brought on by the fim-. 
ple application of a larger bougie, and cured without any other 
gemedy than by leaving off the ufe of the bougie ; which thews, 
befides, that any irritation of the mouths of the excretory dué&s. 
of the feminal veficles may bring onthis difeafe*. : 

Having mentioned thefe obfervations about the nature and rife. 
of a complaint which is fometimes attended with very difagree- 
able confequences, I fhall firilay down fuch rules as 1 found by 
experience the moft fuccefsfuFto.avoid it ; and then proceed te, 
the obfervations I made, to cure it when it has taken seve 
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* There is auorher fpeciesof this diforder mentioned by fome writers, viz. 
‘ninflammation of the tefticle, arifing from fome ofthe venereal poifen be« 
fing depofired there from the mafs. This kind of difeafe never came under 
my oblervation, and Itherefore can tay nothing about it. We are alfo told, 
that afwelledteflicle arifes fometimes from venereal ulcers of the glans being 
dried up: but neither do I recolle@ to have obferved any cafe of this kind; 
though I have feen a patient, who, two years ago, was affeGed witha fwelled 


tefticie, which being improperly treated, broughtona fifulain ano. This. 


was operated, and nearly healedup, when afwelling of the tefticle appeared 


again; for which Ewas confulced. I fucceeded in difperfing the fwelling, . 


by bringing ona running fromthe urethra, aud in compleating che cme by a 
-gourlg of intermal remedies, ee a 
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~ To avoida fwelling of this kind, every thing that is apt to. 
bring on a retropulfion of the clap ought to be carefully avoided. 
Sueh are, acrid aftringent injections, wafhing the penis with 
cold Water, &. or expofing it to the cold air, as for example, 
making water in a ftreet where acold wind blows ;. violent ex- 
ercife of any kind; the prepoftcrous ufe of balfamics, internal- 

dy or externally ; repeated purges, or venery ; 3 which points at~ 
tended to carefully, together with the wearing of a bag-trrufs, 

from the beginning of any clap whatever, have “effeGual ly {creen= 
ed my patients from this ciforder. Not one of them who com- 

oo the rules jult mentioned evex was affected with this 
difea Ss 

Bur we generally findour patients not fo compliable, or wé 
are called in tofuch, who having been treated without any at- 
tention tothofe rules, are already affefted with the fwelling. 
Thofe require our compaflion, and the immediate apE lication of 
every means: poffible to relieve them. | 

Thecaufe of the diforder, asfaid above, being an irritation 
of rhe mouths of the excretory du@s of the feminal veficles, from 
the venereal poifon having taken its feat at the caput gallinagi« 
nis, our endeavours, in order to do fomething effectually for our 
patient, muft be, firft to allay the irrication, and then to recall 
the poifon: to itsformer original feat, that is, re-eftablifh the 
running ; both which to obtain, I found the following tnethod 
to be moft efficacious. 

It the pulfe be aceclerated, full, and frong, he is to be bleeded 
immediately ; and a good quantity of blood is to be taken from 
_ him; regard, however, to be had to his conflitution, and crher 
circumftances. If there beno irritation in the fyftem, or only a 
moderate degree of it, bleeding is unneceffary, (and this will be 
nearly always the cafe, if we are calledia foon at the commence~ 
ment of the diforder) ; being convinced, from repeated obferva- 
tion, that afever in this complaint is never an original difeafe, 
but brought on only in confequence of the irritation ofthole de~ 
licate parts. | 

To the fwelling a common poultice of bread and milk, with 
a little oil, or, according to circumitances, fugar of lead, has 
been recommended by fome writers; but having feen fo ‘Tirtle 
effeA from this application, I have not for many years paft made 
ufe of it. Inflead of a poultice, I order firfla glyiter to be ap~ 
plied, to evacuate the faces, if the patient had nora natural flool’; 
and then I advife him, if his ficuation will allow of it, to fit 
for half an hour in a warm emollient bath. If he cannot have 
that convenience, I place him in a perforated chair, upon the 
fteam of hot water, for che fame length of time ; previoufly fuf- 
pending his tefticles. From thence he is to be carried to bed, 
ganda ary bag-truls i rE immediately applied, in order to keep he 


tellicles 


nig 


teflicles confiantly fufpended, as their hanging down produces‘ or” 
contyibutesto theirirritation.. A warm poultice may be alfo ap» 
plied ro the penis, in order to bring on the running: again; or, 
in other words, to determinethe retropulfed matter from its new 
fleat to come back to the old one.- But what I found principally 
ro be relied On is, toadminiftera full dofe of opium, or accordiag- 
ao circumflances, a glyfter, made of equal quantities of linfeed- 
oil and barley- water, with a full dofe of laudanum, to be injec= 
ted, and occafionally repeated. He muft keep a low diet, drink: 
nothing but berley-water, or an emulfion of tania ; 
Yo this method of treating fwelled tefticles by opium; which” 
to my knowledgeis new, 1. was led, about ten years ago, by a* 
firigular circum ftance of a-particular-friend of mine, which | think- 
unngcefiary to relate; andI have fince {een fo good and fpeedy 
effets from it, that Inow conftantly make ufe of it. - I -have had» 
many inflances,, where, by thefe means, the: {welling and paint’ 
of the telltcle were removed, and the running broughton; inthe 
fpace of twenty-four or fotty-eight hours; and in thofe cafes* 
whére it had not that effeé fo foon, it always greatly: relieved 
the patient, and prevented a fever.- In all more obftinate cafes, 
Icouftantly obferve, that the fymptoms of irritation, and the’ 
fwelling, didnever quit the patient till the running of the clap’ 
came on again ; buc the moment this latter took place, the pa-- 
tient found himfelf relicved of the pain. of the tefticle, and the 
fwelling gradually difappeared. ‘To affift nature in its benefici+ 
a! efforts, the opium internally, or mm an emollient glyfler, is 
to besepeated every twenty-four hours ; the pais to be expo+- 
fed twice or three times a-day, for a quarter or half an hour, to” 
the fieam of hor water or milk ; warm poultices to be confiant- 
ly applied to the penis ; and the accumulation of faces in the- 
recium to be prevented, by a common glyfter, occafionally re-— 
peated. By proceeding thus, we fhall generally have the fatis~ 
fagiion to cure, ina few days, a difeafe which, by a different: 
method of wreatment, often requires many weeks to get the bet~ 
ter of. : me 
According to circumftances, fome other more efficacious means 
to re-eflablifh the running the fooner, if the fymptoms of the 
fwelling feem dangerous, might likewife be tried, and applied 
as mentioned above. The re-eftablifhedclap ought to be treated. 
afterwards in the common manner; taking care to give no oc= 
ealion to anew retropulfion, which in fuch cafes eafily takes: 
place a fecond time. vege oe s 
Ifthe fwelling has been treated improperly, it frequently hap=" /— 
pens that one or both refticles grow hard 5 and the difeafe is- 
then commonly.calleda Schirrous Tefticle. In all thofe cafesl 
confantly found the epididymis gery hard and much fwelled.In 
fome, however, probably through the length of time, the . . 
ae a ticles 
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#idléitfelf was likewife evidently affeQed,’ accompanied fore- 


times with a fenfation of painful preflure, but frequenely with- 


ut any painat all. Mercury given internally, or rubbed in 
externally into the perinzum and {crotum twice a-day, with the 


eeonftant application ofa warm poultice made of the root of atro= 


pa mandragora, L. I found, in that cafe, a ufeful cemedy. The 
.cicuta, applied internally and externally, may be tried. Amn 
emetic has been fometimes found effedual. The deco@ion of the 
‘bark of the root of dapAde mezerenum, L. internally, and a 
-poultice of it externally, has lately been very much recommend- 
ed ; bur in feveral patients to whom I have given that decoc~ 
‘tion, I obferved it made them fo fick that they found it impofli- 
Sle to bear it on the ftomach, even when I made it very weak. 
Van Swieten ence told me, that hehad given, for an indoleng 
chronic induration of the tefticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce 
in apintof good Auftrian wine, or old hock, taking three or 
four table-fpoons-full every morning and evening, with good 
fuccefs. I onee tried this remedy, and it anfwered extremely 
well. After Van Swieten’s death, } met a patient who cold me, 
that he had been.cured by him of an hard {welled teflicle, tho” 
not from.a venereal caufe, by the fame remedy ; and that he had 
been perfealy well ever fince. dt is, however, to be obferved, 
that we fhall fometimes be difappointed by all thefe remedies 3 
and that the hard {welling, of feveral monthsor years fanding, 
avill not go off, except we bringonthe running. _ 

A cancer of the tefticle requires extirpation ; but whesever 2 


steRicle is cancerous, orinits ftrudure difeafed, we ought always 


carefully to examine whether the lymphatics of the {permatic 
«ord are not at thefame time affected; in this cafe, the kidney of 
the fame fide, to which thofe lymphatic veifels go, being gene~ 


_ ally difeafed, the excifion of the tefticle proves an ufelefs ope- 


ation, and would only expole, by its fatal confequences, the 


furgeons reputation. 


We aretoldby fome writers on this fubje@, that a venereal 


dnflammation of the teiticles frequently terminates in a fuppura~-— 


tion. Thismay fometimes be thecafe ; but never happened to 
any of my patients. Iam therefore inclined to believe, that, if 
it happens, it more frequently proceeds from.a bad treatment, 
than from any other caufe. But perhaps that {pecies.of venereal 
tefticles which wreare told arifes from a tainted mals, (if it ever 
exifts), is moreapt to end in fuppuration, than that axifing from 
a fuppreffed gonorfheea, which, as we have feen above, very 
feldom affects the tefticle itfelf. One particular cafe, which I 


faw eight years ago, though not venereal, deferves, perhaps, to 


be mentioned here. A young man of twenty years of age, af- 
flided with ferophulous fwellings about his neck, was advifed 
by a phyliciaa to make ule of the decoctumlignorum ; Pe fol- 
nee ne owlie 
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lowing this advice for fome weeks, he was affected with a cough; 
which, ina fortnight after, ended in an hemoptyfis. Though 
he now leftoff the deco@ion, and made ufe of feveral other me= 
dicines prefcribed to him, the cough continued for many months, 
accompanied with {pitting of blood, or mucus ftreaked with 
blood occafionally. Being confaltedy I gave it as my opinion, 
that his lungs were affected with f{crophulous tubercles, for 
which I knew noremedy; and defired him to conf{ult the firft 
‘nen of the profeflien in theplace; though the temedies ordered 
by them did not in theleaft alter his cough, he was in other re= 
fpects tolerably well, eat with appetite, and flept with eafe. One 
day he came to me, and complained of a painful {Welling on both 
fides of the inguina, but more fo on one than on the other. : Up- 
on examining, I found the fpermatic cord very much enlarged. 
T asked him whether he had made free with the fex.. He decla- 
ed, upon his honor, he had never lain with a woman in his life, 
fot fear of being poxed ; but faid he had had the fame complaint 
feveral times before, and felt it always whenever he was in com~ 
pany with young women, who ftrongly excited defire ; thar it 
erew fometimes extremely painful, infomuch that he avoided — 
fuch occafions as much as poffible. Having been in fuch a fitu- 
ation the day before, the fame pain came on; but had continued 
fo much longer than ufual, that it induced him to apply to me 
for afliftance, I advifed him to apply cold water to the parts, © 
which ctired him of hiscomplaintin a few days. Thus much I 
thought to premife to what follows. % 

Some monthsafter, he complained to methat one of his tefticles 
had become very hard without apparent caufe. Upon interro= 
gating him about theufe of women, he repeated the fame thing 
he had dove before ; but confeffed that he had frequently maf- 
turpated himfelf, without knowing that fuch a pra@ice could ~ 
produce any diforder. I prefcribed hemlock, and all the refol= 
ventsthe Materia Medica affords, both internally and externally; 
but without any effed: thetefticle grew painful, and daily lars 


ger; and at laft burft, and a fmall quantity of purulent matter — : 


was difcharged. On my return to town, after an abfence of 
fome months, he told me, that during that time a {mall difcharge 
had continued; and that feveral fibres like white threads came 
away from the ulcer every day. Upon examination, I found 
the whole telticle reduced to a very {mall fize, and the ulcer near= 
ly clofed up, and in a few weeks it was quite healed. His 
cough continwed during allthis time ; burt he appeared notto be 
tnore emaciated than wheu he firft applied ro me. Every three 
‘or four months, when the tickling of the cough feemed ta in= 
ereafe, and he was afraid of a {pitting of blood, he was bled by 
his own advice; The fpermatic cords were quite natural. Tlie 
fame month of the following year, the other telticle ne 
CEG 


cool 
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#2@ed ju as the former had been. A furgeon of eminence, who 
had treated rhe patient with me the preceding year, was cal- 
dedin during my abfences and though every thing -was done 
for him which in my opinion could have been done, when I re- 
turned back to town, the complaint fill continued, and had now 
laftedfor ten weeks. At the expiration of the feventh week, 
the tefticle burft ; and aow whole pieces of the fpermatic eal 
{els of the teRicle were every day difcharged from the opening 3 
and in three moaths the teiticle was reduced to the fame fize as 
_the other, viz. tothat of a {mall hafel-nat. There was no fwel- 
ding in the fpermatic cords ; and the patient rold me, he had 
firidly followed my advice, and avoided, for thefe two. years, 
his bad cuftom above-mentioned. ‘The cough continued ; but 
by degrees reduced him fo low, that he died two years after. 
The phylician who atteuded him Jaf informed me, that, on 

opening the body, he found a vomica in omeof his lungs, and ma~ 

ny large hard tumours or tubercleson both ; but he had on @X2e 
mined the tefticles. From what caufe the difeate of the reflicies 
arofe, whether from a {crophulous complaint, er from malts 
pation, I do not pretend ro afcertain 5 burl relate the cafe only 
as a very particular and remarkable one, which fhows, that there 
may fometimes happen a fuppuratio® @¢ the tefiicles even 3a ith 
the greatef care and molt. judiciou$ treatment. 
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wig the Patlantinntion and induration of the Prostate 
GLAND. 

HAVE nothing in particular to fay oa the inflammation of the 
- proftate ee except when it atifes froma fuppreifed go- 
norrhoea. In that cafe, we fhould ufe every means poflible. to 
reftore the ponorrhoea, particularly thofe reconimended for 
fwelled tefticles arifing fromthe fame caufe; becaufe, if this in~ 
flammation terminates in fuppufation, whetherthe abcefs breaks 
into the urethra, bladder, inteRinum re@tum, or pacirzum, it 
willalways be atterided with very difagreeable eon fequences. 
The fymptoms of an inflammation or fwelling of this gland are 
known from the pain and difficulty of making water ; befides, if 
we fhould be doubtful whence they proceed, the finger will 
clearly tellus. If afwppurarion has already taken placc, we 
have only to obferve, that mercury internally and exter aally 
will be neceflary, and ee ale | Tper injegtions, the compo- 
fitions 
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fitiens of which are notparticular, and muft entirely be lefe te 
the judgment of the practitioner, a 

In the induration or fcirrhofity of this gland, the remedies re« 
commended for indurated tefticles or buboes will be ferviceable; . 
but efpecially blifiers, applied repeatedly to the periazum, and 
internally the hemlock in large dofes. : ~ 

If a oral fuppreffion of urine is to be dreaded from the {cir- 
rhous {welling of the proftate, as is always foomer or later the 
cafe, every means poflible ought to be tried to bring on a fuppu- 
ration ef thegland, inorder to prevent ftill more difagreeable 
conf{equences. , : he 





On the VENEREAL Iscuury and STRICTURES, 


TOTAE fuppreffion of urine, occafioned either by the re- 
mains of a former fyphiliticcomplaint, or of a prefent vex 
nereal virus affeGing the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we 
call a Venereal Ifchury ; and a partial fuppreffion, or a difficul- 
ty of making water in a continued and natural flream, attended 
with pain, anda frequent defire to make water, arifing from the 
fame caufe, is commonly, though not always properly called a 
Stridure. oe 
When I fay, that the name Szriéture, which has been given 
to the latter complaint, is often a very improper one, it is be- 
caufe a partial fuppreffion of urine,as well as a total one, may 
arife from different caufes, among which a ftri@ure er con~ 
firiction of one peculiar part of the urethra is only a commea 
one. : | , | 
The different caufes by which either a partial or total venereal 
fuppreflion of urine is produeed, are, 1/f, An inflammation or 
fpafmodic contraéion of the neck of the bladder, from a ‘recent 
venereal gonorrhoea repelled. 2dly, A chronic conftruction, or 
narrownels of one particular part of the urethra, from a thick- 
| .ened and hardened portion of its fubftance, properly called a 
Stri@ure. 3dly, A compreflion*of the neck of the bladder or 
urethra, producing a partial or total abolition of its cavity, by 
a preternatural {welling of the proftate gland of the urethra, _ 
athly, A prominent cicatrix ofa preceding ulcer, or a fungous — 
excrefcence in fome part of the urethra, commonly known by the 
name Caruncle. 3 : 
Asupon the perfe& knowledge of thefe caufes the radical 
. : cure 


AND STRICTURES. 8 


eure of the difeafe entirely depends, we fhall confider them more 
minutely.. 


Whenever the running of a venereal gonorrhoea is topped by 
_ any caufe whatever, the virus feems to go lower down in the 
urethra, and to exeite there a fimilar irritation and inflammation, 
asitdidin its former place. Ifit fixes its place at the caput 
gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths of the excretory duds of 
the feminal veficles, it produces, as we have obferved in the 
foregoing chapter, afwelling of the epididymis, or what is. com- 
monly called a fivelled tefiicle. If it goes ftill lower down the 
urethra, and fettles at the neck: of:the bladder, it will, in thefe 
circumftanees, not produce a {welled tefticle, but an irritation, 
fpafmodic contraGion, or inflammation of the neck of the blad= 
der, with a totalor partial fuppreflion of urine. The poifon in 
that cafe, ifthe complaint be properly treated, will produce no 
other-difeafe thana fuppreffion of urine for afew days only ;: 
after which it will leave that place; and, on going more for- 
wards into theurethra, bring on either a {welled tefticle, or, if 
it returns to the fame place which it originally occupied, repros 
ducethe running, with the common fymptoms of a clap, andfo 
by degrees at Jaf entirely go off, without leaving any bad fymp- 
tom behind its But this fo.much wifhed for circumftance doce 
not always happen :.the poifon lodgec in the neck of the bladder 
will fometimes produce, befides a variety of very difagreeable 
fymptoms, an ulceration in that place, or:in fome other part of 
the urethra. Though the difcharge arifing from fuch-an ulcer 
be, by degrees, partly or entirely ftopped, and the ulcer: itfelf 
healed, we often obferve either acoarétation of the urethra: re= 
Maining at the place where the ulcer was; or the citatrix of the 
ulcer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into the paflage. 
Sometimes alfothe ulcers, on healing, will form latge granula~ 
_fions, or preternatural excreicences, which afterwards produce. 

the fame effec as a prominent cicatrix, under the name of Carun- . 
_¢les; orthe proftate gland, or any of the glands of thé urethra’. 
itfelf, ulcerated, form a fungous excrefcernce, protruding into- 
theurethra, or neck of the bladder, and thereby produce an.an~- 
guftation, ora total abolition of the cavity-of the paffage. Ana- 
tomical diffeéions have alfo taught us lately, that rwo ulcers of + 
the urethra in oppofite diredtions, or a fingle but large one, will - 
fometimes partly grow together by bands crofling the cavity of 3 
the urethra ; and whilft the lower part of the ulceration remains +. 
open, and continues the difcharge mentioned in the chapter on 
Gleets, the upper parts grown together diminifh or abolith the . 
cavity of the uxethra, and. thereby prevent the face paflage of 
YING... : 

| Tite.. 
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In fome of thefe cafes the patient, efpecially by. living fober 
and quiet, is able romake water pretty freely, but wants a long. 
time in doing it. But, an committing the leaft excefs in eating 
and drinking, or by taking too much exercife, the difeafe grows 
evidently worfe, the urine ccmes from him either in drops only, 
or runs in afmall and interrupted ftream, exciting great pain and: 
uneafinefs ; oz the paflage is entirely flopped, and thus endan= 
gers his life. The wine, inithefe cafes, fometimes, as. i have 
feen, forces its way into the rectum, and is evacuated by theanus; 
or it produces in the urethra, behind the coar@ation, a dilatati+ 
on, erofion, finufes, ox a Gitula, through which it 1s afterwards 
¢onflantly difcharged. | pa 8 

The further back in the urethra this difeafe has its feat, the 
more difficult, will be, im general, its eure, and the more dan- 
ger awaits the patient. Vhe more inveterate or complicated alk 
thefe fpecies of the diforder are, the more difficult is their remo- 
wal. ‘Thofearifing froma callous or contraded ulcer of the ure= 
thra, are more eafily cured than thofe arifing from a protube= 
rant cicatrix or jrom caruncles. That kind of ifchury which 
ewes its origin to a retropulfion of arecent clap, 1 have obferved: 
vafier and fooner to be removed than all others 3 that arifing~ 
from a {chirrous proftate is fometimes, but not always, Incura-. 
ble; butfor an ifchury arifing from afungous excrefcence in the 
urethra, I know of no remedy. gk S45 


Method of Treatment. 


Tre firf thing, if we are called in to a patient affedted with, 
a venereal fuppreffion of urine, is, to enquire or fearch for the 
caufe of the diforder, whether it arifes from a retropulfion of a. 
wecent gonorrhoea, or from old complaints within the urethra. 
our chief aim, in both cafes, being to remove the ifchury, we. 
ought to.examine, 1/t, Whether the difeafe is fill merely local, 
or whether there is a general irritation of thefyftem. If the pa- 
tient has a quick and hard pulfe, bleeding is neceffary. The. 
quantity of blood to be taken is regulated by the ftate of the 
pulfe and conflitution of the patient. A man ofa ftrong habir, 
or of a plethoric conftitution, will bear the lofs of a pound ; 
whereas half shat quantity taken, will operate fufficiently, and 
have the fameeffect, upon a delicate and more tender habit. Ie 
ought, however, to be obferved, that, in fuch cafes, the pati- 
ent willreap more benefit from one copious bleeding, than from 
twoor three fmall ones fucceflively made one after the other, 
This being done, or when the fyftem is not affeced, the bladder, 
if much diftended, ought to be evacuated, and the catheter ap. 
plied for that purpofe, Its application, howeyer, in thofe cir- 

| | cumfan¢es, 
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eumftances, is fometimes very difficult, nay, even impoffible.. 
This is certainly often owing to the caule of the diforder; but 
much deperds upon skilful management of the furgeon. 
In order to facilitate the introduétion of the catheter, (after the 
patient has.been bled, which, if neceffary, fhould always pre- 
eede), I have experienced the following management to be ufe- 
ful. Thecatheter anointed with fweet oil, is to be introduced 
gently. As foon as we meet with any: obitacle, care ought 
to be taken not to force it, butto wait a little, and then try to 
pufh iton again gently ; beeaufe this obftacle feems fometimes 
to arife folely from a momentaneous fpafm of the urethra, exci~ 
ted by the mechanical irritation of the catheter itfelf, which, if 
we difcontinue pufhing, frequently goes off in afew minutes, 
and the catheter is. then eafily introduced further, whereas, if we 
goon pufhing, in that cafe the fpafm grows more violent, and 
renders the introdudion often utterly impofible. It isowing, pro~ 
bably, to this fpafm that we fee fometimes that one furgeon is 
able to introduce it, while another, though by no means of in 
ferior skilland capacity, had before tried it in vain. If the cb- 
ftacle be at the caput gallinaginis, orhigher up, we may very 
often remove it by introducing a finger im the anus, and thus af- 
filling the catheter. I have feen inftances where theintroduci- 
on of the catheter proved impoffible as long as the patient was 
lying in bed ; whereas it went in véry readily on the patient’s 
fitting on the edge of the beadftead, his feet hanging down. [| 
have alfo obfenved where a large catheter was ealily introduced, 
after a {maller one had been repeatedly tried without fuccefs.--~ 
J have been perhaps too full inenumerating aJl thefe circumfan- 
€es: but 1am confident, that, by a careful attention to one or 
the other of thefe points, we may not only often {pare our pati- 
ents a great deal of pain, but, what is perhaps more material, 
prevent a lues taking place; which eafily happens when, by a 
tude treatment, the urethra has been wounded. I have certainly 
feen the moft evident venereal fymptoms arife in the habit from 
fuch a caufe, where the patient had no other complaist before 
but an ifchury from a fimple retropulfed clap. Ifthe coar@ati- 
on of the urethra be fo great asto refufe, even under the juit~ 
mentioned precautions, any catheter whatfoever, an application 
of a {mall cat-gur will fometimes fucceed, and prove highly be- 
neficial. If the danger isnot fo great, viz. the bladder not very. 
much diftended, and confequently the immediate difcharge of 
urine not fo prefling, and the introdu@ion of the catheter proves 
very difficult, fome other means to procure a difcharge of urine 
ought to be applied ; of which l have found the following the 
moft efficacious and ufeful. A common glyfter, mixed with 
fome horey or lenative ele@tuary, fhould be adminiflered, in or~ 
der to evacuate the feces, and thereby to prevent the conftant 
| ee ; fiimulus 
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fiimulus which their accumulation is apt to excite. As foon at 
the faces are evacuated, a glyfter of equal quantities of barley 


water and. linfeed oil, witha full dofe of the tin@ura Thebaica, | 


fhould beadminifiered, and occafionally repeated. Every kind: 
of medicine or food apt to go through the urinary. paffages, 
fhould be carefully avoided; and, for the fame reafon, the pati-. 
ent fhould not drink even more of barley-water, or.of the folu= 
tion of gum arabic, than is neceffary to quench his thirft. He 
fhould likewife, according to circumftances,. be put in 9, warm, 
bath, tempered with milk of decoGion of bran, for half an hous: 
can hour, and the fame be repeated four or five hours after 3. 
or, what I have found very often ferviceable, he fhould fet upon 
a perforated chair, and expofe his private parts to the fieam of: 
hot water mixed with.vinegar. If he be reftlefs and feverith, 
bleeding will fometimes be proper, and after. it a full dofe of 
Jaudanum fhould be adminiftcred tohim in the evening. The ju~. 
cicious application of thefe remedies will fometimes anfwer in- 
the moft de{perate circumfances. | ; 

Tfaw once ina fuppreffion of urine, where there was no cathe-- 
ter at hand, that a roafted onion, applied to the peringum, by: 
the advice of an old woman, had the effe@, fo that two hours. 

fcey the application, the urine flowed plentifully ; and, in ano=. 
thercale, the life of an eminent phyfician in the army was faved: 
by covering the glans peuis with the frefh pellicle of an egg 
found between the fhell and albumen. As foon as the pellicle, 
frowicgdry, began to contraé, the urine began to flow plenti- 
fully ; bur on applying it the fecond time, two days after, when 
the fupprefSon ef urine unexpe@edly returned, it proved, as the 
perfon whe recommended it foretold us, inefficacious, and the: 


ad 





patient died. Perhaps the volatileliniment, or a blifter, applied 


to the peringum, would produce thefame effe@, with more cer= 
tainty, and quicker, than the remedies did in the two cafes re 
lated, | E 

lf we have been fo happy as to evacuate the bladder either. 
by the application of the catheter, or by fuch other means as 
have been now mentioned, our next care will be, to prevent a: 
freth accumulation of urine, and to remove as foon as poffible 
the caufe of che fuppreflion. The frit will beeffeded by conti- 


nuing the fame remedies, and efpecially (as has been recommen<. 


ded by fome writers) by leaving the catheter within the urethra. 
This, however, none of the patients, whom I have hitherto treat~. 
ed, were able tocomply with: They fuffered fo much from. 
keeping the common catheters applied, whether made of filver or. 
fteel, flexible or inflexible, as made them conceive, that the pain 
which would arife from a repeated application of the catheter, 
er from a frefh accumulation of urine in the bladder, could not 


poflibly be greater ; and therefore withdrew the catheter, tho” 


thoy: 


n 


AND STRICTURES. + 


they were very defirous to have retained it ifthey had found it 
poflible. To guard againft thisinconvenience, I could never find 
out a remedy, tilll tried the catheters invented by Mr. Theden, 
firft furgeon in the army of the king of Pruffia. They are made 
of a golden wire covered with eaoutchouc or elaftic refin: their 
application isnotonly, in many inflances, eafier than that of the 
common catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind ; but alfo, 
in all inflancesin which I tried them, I found the patients could 
keep them applied, after the urine was difcharged, with much 
defs inconvenience. They are therefore, in thofe cefes, much 
preferable to any other. But if we have none of thefe catheters 
at hand, which muft be the cafe as long as they are fo difficule 
to be got, and fo high in price*, we muft liften to the patients 
fufferings, withdraw the catheter as foon as it becomes too trou~ 
blefome, and have recourfe immediately to fuch remedies as will 
tend to prevent the return of the fuppreffion. 

To fuch as are in poffeflion of any of thofe elaftie catheters, 
the following rules, to be obferved in their application, may 
perhaps be acceptable. ae 

The elaftic catheter, after being anointed with {weet oil, is 
introduced in the common manner. The furgeon, as ufual, 
gently draws with one hand the urethra towards him, and hold- 
ing the catheter with the fingers of the other, always at a dif- 
tance of an inch ertwo from the glans, gradually introduces it ; 
whilft this is performing, the catheter generally enters the blad- 
der, without any particular direction from the hand of the ope- 
rator. Ifany refifiance be found, the rulesmentioned above are 
to be obferved, to facilitare the introdudion,; but if the refift- 
ance be at the neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be 
done, than gently pufhing theinfirument forward, at the fame 
time turning it from the right to the left ; for by turning it in 
. the oppofite direGiion, the {piral windings of the gold wire of 
Mr. Theden’s catheter would befeparated. If the furgeoa finds 
the obftacle greater, he fhould, as 1 faid above, ftop the intro- 
duGion till the contraétion or {pafm of the {phin@er veficz, and 
the refiflance ceafes, which happens for the moft part ina very 
fhort time, when he is enabled to go through the paffage eafily. 
This catheter is introduced like a common one, according to cir~ 
eumftances, with or withoura probe. After remaining in the 
urethra for fome time, on being extracted, it is generally very 
foft, andtherefore unfit for being ufed again until it has Deen 
cleanfed and dried, and put for alittle time in a cold place; 
which operation reftores it to its former firm texture. The mew 
thod ef cleanfing it is, to wath the outflide with water, and i 

; 2 wile 
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* Both thele inconveniences are now greatly removed by the catherere 
made of the lame fupiance, by Mr. Barnard ar Paris, 
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wife the cavity with the fame applied by rinfing. For cleane 
fing and drying its infide, along needle with a filk thread will 


be moft fir. When about to be ufed, and found tobe too ftiff, it - 


may. be foftened by keeping it a little inthe hand, or holdiag it 
near the fire. on ee = 

But if all our endeavours to introduce any catheter or catgut 
have proved unfuccefsful, and the danger of a rupture of the 
bladder, from its diftention, be imminent, the urine muft be at 
all events difcharged. ‘This fhould, therefore, not be deferred 
too Jong ; and may be done, according tothe feat of the difor-~ 
der, either by an incifion into theurethra behind the ftridure, 
or feat of the floppage ; or if thatfeat be in the neck of the blad- 
der, and the incifion and introduGion of the trocar ia that place 
perhaps be found too difficult for the furgeon, the bladder may be 
tapped through the anus, or an incifion made above the fymphy- 
fis pubis, and the bladder betapped in this place, under the pe- 
ritonzum ; whichis not a very difficult nor painful operation, 
and becomes nec¢flary to fave the fife of the patient. 
_ * Thefe are the means generally ufeful to give reliefto the pati- 

ent, in all cafes of ifchuria urithralis. ae 

But, to cure that diforder radically, its caufe, as I faid, oughe 
to be removed ; which is affe&ed, according to its nature, by 
different methods. Be - Aes 

If theifchury proceeds from a recent repulfion of a venereal 
gonorrhea, the running muft be broughton, and theclap recal- 
jed. For this purpofe, befides the general remedies before-men~ 
tioned, the fteam of hot water, alone, or mixed with vinegar, 
the volatile liniment, &e. applied to the perinzum, Ihave feen 
and experienced many times to be the moft efficacious remedies to 
remove the venereal poifon from the neck of the bladder, and 


*% 


bring on the running afrefh. I recommend the fufpenfion of the - 


teflicles during the application of the fteam; becaufe I have 
feen inftances wherethepoifon, leaving the neck of the bladder, 
inftead of returning to its original feat under the frenum, has fer- 
tled at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a fwelling of 
thetefticle ; which Ihave never obferved fince | took the above 


precaution. Inthe mean time, the patient fhould keep quietly — 


in bed, and warm poultices fhould be conftantly applied to the 
genital parts, and the accumulation of the feces be carefully 
‘avoided by glyfters. Emetics are, occafionally, as ufeful in this 
cafe as they are in {welled tefticles ; and the internal ufe of opi- 
ates produces, in many inftances, a {peedy effect. As foon as the 
venereal poifon, on leaving the neck of the bladder, occupies 


again its original place, the running is re~eftablithed, and then — 
to be cured as gonorrheeas in general are ; only the patient ought 
to take the greateft cate to avoid all the caufes which are apt xo | 


bring ona fimilar retropulfion ; as we fecdaily, thatfacha re~ 


tropulfion 


a 
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Topuitss, once cakten place, iseafily brought on a fecond tiie, 
gad fometimes by the flightelt occafion. 
I muft, moreover, obferve, thacin fucha cafe, after the ifchue 
ry is removed, Talways found the internal ufe of mercury nem 
_ceflary fora radical cure; having feen feveral inflances where 
the abforption of the virus took place during. the fupprefion, 
and excited afterwards evident fymptoms of its prefence ia the 
mafs, thougk the local complaint of the genitals was perfedly 
cured. 
If the fraprefien arifes from a chronic complaint of the ure- 
thra, fuchasfroma ftriétare accompanied with an ulcer of the 
urethra, or an erofion of the excretory duas of the prollate gland 
“or the feminal veficles, this caufe muft be removed according to | 
the rules laid down under the article Gleets and Venereal ulcers. 
If the ftridure arifes from a fimple confiridiion of one particu 
Jar place of the urethra, without any ulceration, our endeavours 
muft beto dilatethis coar@ation; which owes its origia either 
to an ulcer healed up, by which re whole circumference of the 
urethra is leffened; or to a prominent cicktrix or callofity, oc= 
cafionedby a previous ulcer. This is moft effettually ebtained 
by a Jong continued ufe of bougies, beginning with the ae 
ones, and fo going ongradually until the patient is able to bea 
thofe of the largeft fize. This bougie he is to keep, in che fa 
Bi inning, for a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he cao 
ear ir, for feveralhours, morning and evening. If a bougie of 
elaitic refinbe at hand, this precaution is hardly ever neceffary, 
_asthey, growing fofe and flefh-like in the urethra, produce lic. 
tle or no uneafinefs. Butas this kick of coarétation or firjeture 
ds fometimes fo very {mall thatie doesnot even admit the fmalleft 
bougie, t the application ofa {mall catgut is an excellent inventi- 
om. Thecatgut once introduced, and left forfometime in the 
urethra, begins tofwell, by which the coardated paflage lien 
fibly enlarges; fo that, upon withdrawing it the firlt time, the 
patient isfometimes able to make water with unexpedted cafe; 
and the next time a larger may beealily introduced, and have the 
fame good effe&.---lf by thefe means wehave by degrees dilated 
the urethra fo far as toadmir the lar argelt catgut, a bougie may 
be introduced ; the ufe of which is to be continued for feveral — 
weeks afcer he i is perfectly cured and ableto make water in one 
large continued natural fream. 
If the coarétation does nor even'admit of a catgut, and the 
feat of the diforder is ata place which wecan come at, anin- 
cifion into the urethra behind the coardation is, as 1 have fauid 
above, the moftadvifeable: by thefe means the ufine will be 
difcharged through the incifion, whenever neceffary, and the 
return of the fuppreffion thereby effectually prevented. We may 
aherwards gafily dilate the aera, palling the knife ne 
the 
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the coarftation ; and then introduce a bougie, “which the patient 
is to wear until the firidiure is removed and the whole healed up, 
.and thus the complaint radically cured. The fame method will 
be alfo fometimes neceffary if the urine accumulated behind the 
coardation has forced its way either through the inteflinum rec= 
tum, in which cafe the patient will void his urine with the 
feces through the anus, or by a filtulous opening through the - 
periozum. But, inthefecafes, it will be in general neceffary 
to let him go through a courfe of mercurials before we proceed to 
the operation of the fiftula ; otherwife we fhall find ourfelves 
very oftem difappointed in curing this latter; If he has nor 
firength enough to undergo fuch acourfe, as is frequently the 
cafe, he is tobe prepared by a proper diet and medicine. On 
performing this latter operation, an incifion muft alfo be made 
through the ftri@ure, the original caufe and feat of the diforder; 
and the patient is to wear a bougie during the cure, and for 
fome time afterwards, as in the cafe juft before-mentioned, 

If the ifchury arifes from excrefcences or caruncles ,as they are 
commonly called, it has been advifed, by one of our moft inge- 
nious furgeons in London, to introduce a covered cauftic into 
the urethra to the caruncle, and apply it thereto. To perform 
this properly, an inflrument has been invented: but. whether 
this application is attended with fafety and fuccefls in pra@ice; 
I have as yet had no opportunity to afcertain. The incifion of 
the urethra at the place where the feat of the diforder lies, and 
the cutting out of thofe extrancouis bodies, hasbeen propofed by 
others. But I have never yet heard of any cafe where this ope- 
ration had been performed. - | 

Hf a {cirrhoficy or hard{welling of the profate, or a fungous 
excrefcence of the fame gland, all the remedies recommended for 
xcfolving fuch afwelling ought to be tried; and ifthey fail, we 
fhould endeavour to bring the gland rather to a fuppuration, than 
ro leta diforder increafe whichfo frequently provesfatal. | 

Ifa {welling of any of the fmaller glands of the urethra fhould 

© prove thecaufe of the ifchury, andthe moft powerful refolvents  , 
-fhould prove ineffe@ual, I would advife my patient rather to have 
the extirpation of the tumor performed, than to live in the con . 
| ia anxiety about the dreadful confeauences from this com= - 
plaint. . oe : oe 
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WN ulcer arifing in any part of the body. from a venereal caufe 

AL is called a. venereal ulcer, or commonly a fhanier, (or 
chancre) ; a name adapted, probably, to exprefs its corrodiag 
nature. us | + 

Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to a primary orto a fe- 
Londary infection ; viz. to the venereal virus originally applied, 
or depofited from a tainted ma{s on the furface of the bocy. 
Both kinds may arife on any part of thebody; but they appear 
more frequently upon parts which are not covered with the cu- 
ticle ; fuch as the glans penis, the.infide of the prepuce, the | 
urethra, the labia pudendi, nymphz, lips, mouth, nipples &c. 
Of internal venereal ulcers we haye not yet, as far asi know, z 
any.authenric obfervation. 

Though venereal ulcers, as | have jufl now-obferved, do gene~ 
rallyand moft frequently appear only on parts which are not co 
vered with the cuticle, efpecially in the glans, prepuce, mouth, 

&c. yet we meet not, unirequently with cafes where they affect 
“Parts covered with the cuticle; as the penis, fcrotum, thigh, 

&e. There are likewife inflances where furg.ons performing « 

_. fome operations, or perfons.afliifling in the delivery of women, 

have had the misfortune of being afle&ied with venereal ulcers in 
theirhandsor arms. In all cafes.of this Jatter kind, the poifon 
feemed tome univerfally to operate moze powerfully. than when 
Ofigiaally applied to the parts not covered with the cuticle, or 

when. depofited from a tainted mafs.. I know a midwife, who, 
having been infeed in this manner feveral years ago, ful fuffers 
from the difeafe, and we have another inflarce in this metropo= 
lis, of an eminent mafe practitioner in the fame art, who, bydee 

~ liveringaninfeGed woman, got ulcers in his_hand, and at this 

prefent time fill labours. under.the confequences, though it is 
now three years fince he received the infection. I know a gene | 
tleman who, wounding his finger by accident with a-penknifep. . 
expofed it the fame evening to infection, without fufpecting any 
bad confequences : the wound changed in two days tu a ver ¥ 
dead venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful aud obflinate 
{welling of the whole armtogether witha bubo. under the arm- 
pit and fymptoms of a general infection. 

Though I have with the greateft care attended to all the cafes . 
of this kind which fell under my obfervation, I could not difco-~ 
ver, in the conflitutions of the patients, any particular caufe of | 
fuch violent fymptoms. In two inftances, the patient before and | 
afterward: had venereal ulcers in places not covered with the cu~ 
ticle, apd the poifor there preduced the common fymptonis onlvg, 
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It feems therefore probable to me, that, in order to excite pri- 
mary venereal ulcers upon a place covered with the cuticle, the 
virus muft either be extremely acrid in its nature, or produce 
more violent effects on account oj its being applied to parts which 
have no mucus to diluteit, or to defend themfelvesfrom its acri- 
mony. We at leaft very feldom obferve fuch violent and obfti-~ 
nate effects in primary venereal ulcers upon parts not covered 
with the cuticle, erin fecondary ones ariling upon any part of 
the furface of the body. This is owing moft probably, in the 
formgr cafe, tothe poifon meeting witha quantity of mucus to 
dilute it, and in the latter to its having been diluted, or hav- 
_ Jog undergone fome change by its previous mixture with the 
\ mafs. wee. 
| Venereal ulcers though arifing from a primaty infeGion, are 
\either ducal or univerfal ; viz. the venereal virus having been 
-lapplied to the part, and, by its ftimulus, produced an irritation 
and fubfequent erofion, is confined flillto that part only ; or it 
lhas been already abforbed into the mafs, and thereby-infedts the 
whole body. This diflin@ion is ufeful and neceflary in prac- 
tice ; ulcers of the latter kind, like thofe arifing from a feconda- 
ry inftGion, never being curable without a courfe of medicines 
which purify the mafs from the venereal infeQion ; whereas th 
former may be cured by mete local applications. 
But here I muft take notice of another diftinGion which is of 
the greateft importance in pra@ice, and to which writers on this 
fubjeg& feem hitherto not to have paid due attention. Ulcers 
arifing on the genitals are, now-a-days, fometimes after the 
flighteft examination, generally pronounced to be venereal, and 
treated as fuch-: yet ir is‘ certain, and daily experience fhows, that 
ulcers, both of the faucus and genitals, may, in our days, as 
well asthedays of Celfus, arife from acrimonies or miafmata 


ever, by not attending properly to this point, I have not only 


tients by an improper treatment, reduced to a miferable fituatioa. 
* But the more dreadful confequences 1 have obferved, when 
tulcers of the mouthand fauces, occafioned by the ufe of mercu- 
ry ifelf, efpecially undera falivation, are miftaken; or when 


owed their origin to the venereal virus, but during a mercurial 
courfe aflume a different appearance, and feem to have entirely 


point they feemed to approach, they now prove not only obfii- 
nate, but, yielding a thinichorous difcharge, grow worfe under 
_ the continuation of the fame remedy, and fpread further and fur- 





«ly, Ifhall fubjoin an account of a few cafes relating to that fub= 


« 


Which have nothisg in common with the venereal virus. How- 


feen the honor of innocent perfons brought into queftion, but pa- 
ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, which at firft really — 
changed: their venereal nature: inftead of healing, to which 


ther..-~To thow the imporance of thefediftinétions more evident= 
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jé& ; but {peak more efpecially about their nature below, under 
the head of Yenereal Complaints incurable by Mercury. 

_ A gentleman twenty-one years of age, of a flrorg plethorie 
conftitution, confulred me fome time ago about a fhancre, as he 
called it, of the glans penis, with which he had been afflided 
for eight or nine months. He had confulted at the time he gorir, 
an @tninent furgeon at Dublin, who prefcribed a courfe of mer~ 
curials: Hewas falivated; but the ulcer not healing, mercuri~ 
al fumigations were applied forfome time to the part affeGed ; 
by which the ulcer feemed to grow lefs, and of a better appear~ 
ance, but didnot heal. He was therefore advifed to a fecond 
mercurial courfe, with different preparations of mercury inter- 
nally and externally ; but, under this courfe, the ulcer grew 
larger, deeper, and inevery refpe& worfe. In that condition 
hecame to London, and confulred me. Upon examining his 
cafe, I founda large deep ulcer of the glans, with hard aod 
preminent borders, extremely ferfible upon the leaft touch : Irs 
bafis appeared reddifh and pretty clean ; but the difcharge feem~ 
ed to be of an acrid corrofive nature, by which, indeed, half 
the glans was already confumed. Itold him thati had feen fe- 
wetal ulcers of this kind before ; that it was not of a venereal 
nature ; and that mercury, according to my obfervation, was, 
in that kind:of ulcers no fit remedy: that I could cure him, buc 


that it would require at leaft two or three months time ; upon 


which he left me, promifing he would call the next day and put 


- himfelf under my care: he did not, and I heard no more of him 


till fourmonths after, when he fent for me. -His complexion 
was lively and frefh when I faw him firfi; but was now of fuch 
a fickly and cacheftic appearance, that 1 hardly knew him.---- 


‘His fiory was as follows: That, having been diflatisfied with 


my firfi appearance upon his cafe, and with the advice 1 gave 


him, he, at the defire of a friend, had thought proper to confult 
another perfon : That, after a clofe examination, this perfon had 
pronounced his ulcer venereal, and had affured him that nothing 
but mercury could cure him ; that he had not taken enough of 


mercury, nor the preparation which was deemed beft in thole 
cafes; and that, far from two or three months being required 


. for curing him, his prefcriptions would effe& a radical cure in 


qgee 


three or four weeks time: That, upon thefe affurances, he had 
immediately fubmitred to a new mércurial courfe, which had 
brought on a gentle falivation ; but with fo little effe@t, that 
though the ulcer feemed to grow remarkably better during the 
firft three or four weeks, it afterwards, inflead of healing, had 
corroded the reft of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon 


which another furgeon was called in confultation, who advif=_ 
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the prepuce affeéted witha perfe phymofis, andthe urine dif= 
charging through three or four diferent holes, I advifed him 
therefore to have the prepuce-cut, in order.to fee the flare of the 
ulceration, to clean the ulcer, or to apply fuch medicines as 
fhould be thought proper. Internally 1 preferibed him fome 
ftrengthening medicines. He ufed thefe for eight or ten days & 
but the operation he put off from day to day; when he was ad- 
vifed by fome of his friends to comfult another phyfician, who, 
by means of a decoGion of hemlock and ginfeng root, promifed 
to do fomething more for him than hitherto had been done. This — 
decodion he took fora fhort time with very little effea@, the ero 
fon going on further and further. Atlaft another phyfician was, 
confulted, who infifted upon a firengehening courfe of medicines, 
nourifhing diet, the enjoyment of country air, and bathing in the 
fea; by which means he is now re-ilablifhed with the lofs of 
half his penis ; which, had he followed my advice from the be= 
ginning, would have been nearly wholly preferved. ~ 

I make the following obfervations upon this cafe. Firfi, Thas 
I think it extremely improper to adminifier a courfe of mercuri- 
als for a local venereal ulcer ; which was the cafe with this 
gentleman when he firft applied to the furgeon in Dublia: That 
a fecond courfe and falivation with mercurial fumigations were 
fill more improper : That advifing him a third courfe of mer-_ 
curlals, after che two former were found ufelefs, was not. only 
very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, as it rendered him un- 
able for propagation, to the great forrow of his family: That- 
the advice given by the laft phyfician to ufe fome ftrengthening 
medicines, with anourifhing diet, to go to the country, and te, 
bathe in the fea, was a judicious and honeft one: and that the: 
patient, who was only brought to follow this latter advice by — 
the fenfe of his fufferings, would have been free of all this -mifes. 
ry, hadhe followed my advice in the beginning. ? 

T was confulted in another cafe, where ulcers of the throat 
arifing during a mercurial courfe, being taken for venereal ones, 
and treated accordingly, by the continued internal ufe of mercue. 
ry, became foBad, that both the tonfils, together with the vex 
tum pendulum, were almoft entirely confumed, and the patient 
reduced to a moft miferable fituation, when only by leaving off — 
the mercury, aud by the adminiflration of a quite different. 
courfe of medicines, he recovered. And Mr. Brambilla givesus 
an account of a patient, who under a courfe of mercury being. 
affected with ulcers of the fauces, which having been miftaken — 
by the furgeon for venereal ones, not only lof& his velum by the — 
-continuéed ufe ef mercury ; but hada caries maxille brought on, 
which proved fatal to the patient. .The fame author likewife 
oblerves, that inflammatory tumours or ulcers growing gangreap 
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ous, are by theinterwal or external ufe of mercury conftantly 
rendered worfe, though they evidently owed their origin to a 
_ venereal caufe. I myfelf have feen many inftances, where pa- 
tients affeGed with venereal ulcers, united with a {corbutic ha- 
“bit ofbody, by the imprudent ufe of mercury, not ouly were 
reduced to a moft wretched condition, but even to death. Mr. 
Fabre, inthe Supplement to his Obfervations on the Venereal 
Difeafe, relates likewife feveral cafes, where ulcers, though 
evidently arifing from a venereal caufe, by a Jong continued ufe 
of internal and external mercurials, and even repeated falivations 
not only remained without cura, but were brought to a ilate, 
which afterwards yielding to no other medicines whatever, pro- 
ved fatal. Whence! think it will evidently appear, that, in 
pradice, we ought to beftow the greateft attention in difiin- 
guifhing. 

tft, Local venereal ulcers from univerfal ones ; vis. from 
thofe united with, or arifing from, a tainted mafs. 

2dly, Simple univerfal venereal ulcers, from complicated 
enes ; viz. fuch asare united with fymptoms of fcorbutus, {cro- 
phula, Ke. 

zdly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, (7c. arifing ove 

Baily from other caufes ; for example, brought on by the acri~ 
_ mony of the falvia during the internal ufe of mercurials, or mer- 
- curlal fumigations from real venereal ones. But, principally, 
 gthly, Uleers of the mouth, nofe, genitals, groin, (c. which, 
though feemingly or evidently brought on by a venereal cautts, 
have now, as it were, changed their nature, at leaft fo far, 
_ that mercury has no further good effect upon them, but rather 
the contrary. 
_ The charasters, by which thofe different kinds of ulcers may 
be diftinguifhed, are not ealily deferibed ; infpection and pradi— 
cal knowledge mult be-our beit guide. An attention to the fol- 
lowing points, however, may he us in forming a judgment. 

Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eafily diftinguithed by 
their hard margin or borders, by the lardaceous cruft with 
which their bafis is covered, and by the preternatural rednefs of 


the skin all round the uiceration ; which will be rendered more - 


probable if the patient is confcious that he has previoufly expo- 
fed himfelf to the infection. As there may, however, arife ul- 
cers in the genitals, of a difcrent, or fometimes, perhaps, of a 
nearly fmilar appearance, from other caufes, as has been long 
ago taken notice of by the molt ancient medical writers, and con=- 
firmed in feveral inflances by my. own obfervation, we fhould 
_ be cautious and never form a rathjudgment about the nature of 
fuch ulcers, nor oes them venereal before we are perfette 
ly aflured of it. By following acontrary method, we may not 

Only hurt the reputation of aa honeft perfon, aad I difurb friend- 


thip, 


ae 
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fhip, and fometimes matrimonial happinefs, as I formerly men» 
tioned with refpect to gonorrheeas ; but do material harm to_the 
patient, by adminiflering improper medicines. Ulcers which 
are not of a venereal nature, may be diftinguifhed from venereal 
ones, | | : 

rft, By their different appearance. eee 

zdly, By their arifiag only, or growing worfe, during the ufe 
of mercury. : as : 

gdly, By their having been unfuccefsfully treated with mer= 
cury before. : 

4thly, By their exquifite fenfibiliry. 

sthly, By their relaxed flate of the whole body, or by the 
flabby relaxed appearance with an ichurous difcharge from the 
aifected part. 

6thly, By fymptoms of other diforders, either alone, or ace 
companied with venereal ones. 


Method of Cure. 


Tt has been advifed by feveral eminent medical writers, te 
treat all real venereal ulcers or fhancres in the fame manner, vize 
by internal mercurials only, and never to make ufe of any exter~ 
nal application. Several f{pecious reafons have been alledged 
for fucha treatment; which, however, are not fatisfaGory to 
me. They fay, that fhancres are figns of the prefence of the 
venereal poifon in the body; and if, therefore, they difappear 
by the fimple internal ufe of mercury, we are fure that the me= 
dicine has penetrated into the mafs, and thar the poifon is total- 
ly eradicated. To this 1 anfwer, That recent venereal ulcers 
brought on by an original infection, are by no means fuch fymp- 
toms, as,has been afferred : Onthe contrary, they are in that 
cafe only’ a local difeafe, which réquires ‘no internal, but mere= 
ly local remedies ; and if no topical application is made ufe of 
intime, they very often fpread amazingly, the poifon is abforbed, 
and produces either bubocs or other venereal fymptoms in the 
mafs. I undoubtedly allow, that ifthey are of fome fanding, 
the mafs will then-be in confequence infeed ; in which cafe, 
as well as when they arife from afecondary or univerfal infedi- 


on, they are certainly what has been afferted of them, unequi= 


vocal figns of the prefeace of the poifon inthe mafs. Then, in= 
deed, I perfectly coincide with the opiaion, that they can be 
treated only by the internal ufe of mercury, without any exter= 
nal application, becaufe, if they difappear by the internal ufe 
of mercury alone, without having applied any external —— 
weare furethat we have eradicated the poifon from the mafs, 
» andcut of the evil bythercot. But if they are inthe genitals, 
or in the extremities, the poifon often excites violent inflamma- 
- . fION, 
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thation, phymofis, mortification, &c. or itis abforbed and car 
ried to the lymphatic glands, where it occafions buboes, before 
the mercury has had time to produceits effeds, and to deftroy 
fton the pat affected, 
‘Thefe are the reafons why! always hoofe to apply immedi-~ : 
ately to fuch ulcers, thofe remedies which found the moft ef 
feciual for removing them; becaufel think thereis no paticnt, = 
acquainted with the nature of the Jiforder, who would not pre» 
fer being affeéted with a real pox, toa mortification of the penis, 
or toabubo. As to what has beenfaid and obferved by fome, 
that a bubo very often < appears s after fhancres have been healed 
up by external applications, and that confequently thofe very 
~femedies which are recommended to avoid «buboes nor unfre= 
@uently bring themo , | readily admirthe fa@: but lam very 

far from believing the confequence drawn from it, viz. that ez+_ 
ternal remedies applied to a veneréal ulcer, evel promote the ab- | 
forotion of the virus. It happens, in that cafe, thar we fee 9 — 
every day hap pen, without the ufe ofany external application 
Wwhatfoever, or what wemtull daily be afraid of, aslong as there 

is the leaft appearance of a veaereal ulcer. What they aferibe 

in that cafe ro the medicines extéraally applied, | would rather 
afcribe either to their application being too Jong delayed, ot 
totheir not being tufficiently efficacious. [In all cafes, theres 

fore, ae have reafon to apprehend fuch bad effedts, 1 think : 
it not only proper but nceffary to apply tO all venercal ulcers, 
whether of a primary or fecondary infection, the moft efficaci« : 

‘ous local remedies, inerder to remove them as fpeedily as poffi- 

ble: with this difference only, that I confider ulcers arifing from 

i dee ea infection as niercly local, and think they may 

be fafely cured by topical applications alone, without the inters 

nal ufe of mercury 5 whereas, thofe a atfiing from a tainted mals 
-requircalways, at the fame time, a courfe of mercury. This. 

lat method I likewife follow in veazreal ulcers of fome days 
flanding, though from an origiaal infection ; there being always 

the greatelt p probabil ity that fome of the poifon has been abforb= 

éd into the hats during that time. Exteraal applications in 

thofe cafes will never have any permanent effect; becaufe, if 

we are even able to deftroy the poifon in the ale éted part, and 

to confelidate the ulcer, it will ae break out again on the fame 

er forme other part of the body, aslong as there remains the leait 
particle of it fubfifing in che mats. ; 

The external remedics recommended for this purpofe are, Ike cre 
curials, Ajiringents, and Cauftics. | 

Among the mercurials, the red precipitate 5 prinkled upoa a. 
them every moraing and evening, 1 foundto anfwer belt, as long a 

asthe ulcer is covered with the white lardaceous cruft. The Z 
mercurial ointment in shis aa is of no ufé; but ifs cen oe 
oe ee 
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the ulcer affumés a cleaner appearance, then the fimple mercari~ 
alointment, calemel in powder or fulpended in lime water, or, 
according tocircumftances, the fublimate with lime-water, oz 
a diluted felution of mercury in nitrous acid, are more fervice- 
able. In cafes more obftinate, the mercurial fumigations prove 
fomctimes excellent. us 
Tf the mercurial applications prove ineffeaual, the external 
ufe of aftringents is often extremely ferviceable. The Peruvian 
bark, aqua vitriolica camphorata, a folution of blue vitriol, or 
the viride zris diffolved in oil, are thofe commonly made ufe of ; 
but from the yellow copper (aurichalcum) in powder fprinkled 
upon them, | know of ulcers cured which refitted the power of 
all other medicines. The fameaftringents will alfo fometimes 
anfwer our expectations in ulcersofan atonic or relaxed appear- 
ance, yielding anacrid ichorous difcharge. i ee ee 
The application of cauftics has been lately recommended in 
recenr venereal ulcers, fo as to touchthemevery twelve or twen- 
ty-four hours with the napis infernalis, till floughe falling of 
fueceflively, the bafis of the ulcer becomes redand pure. This 
practice is undoubtedly fometimes:praper: but there are confli 
rutions which willnot bear any acrid application whatfoever, 
efpecially that of cauftics. I havefeen inflances where, in fuch 
irritable or in fcorbutic conftitutions, very bad fymptoms fol- 
Jowed; and in one cafe, wherea mortification oithe part was 
the confequence of fuchan applicatien. In thefe fubjeéts,- the 
internal ufe of Peruvian bark with external aftringents, or o¢- 
cafionally a mercurial lotion willbe more ferviceable. 
_, lf venereal ulcers refift all the means juli now recommended, 
the internal andcxrernal ufe of flrengthening medicines, a full 
ciet, the ufe of wine, Country air, and fea-bathing, as menti- 
oned above, will fometimes prove effectual when all other reme- __ 
dies have failed... ‘ : | - 
Of other medicines recommended for inveterate venereal ul~ 
cers, I fhall {peak hereafter under the article of Venercal Com 
laints incurable by Mercury. : eae 
I have faid nothing about'the venereal ulcers of the nofe, eyes, 
face, &c. becaufe they require the fame treatment as others, © 
and may be eafily avoided, by taking care that a patient with a. 
venereal gonorrhoea or ulcers of the genitals, after having touch~ 
ed rhe pare affecied, always carefully cleanfes. his fingers. ; 
Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with an acrid 
ichorous difcharge, are not always, as is generally imagined, | 
cancerous, but net unfrequently venereal ; and may be then of- , 
ten cured by proper injeGions, and the internal ufe of mercury. 
1 have feen feveral women, who thought themfelves, from the 
pain and ichoreus difcharge tinged with blood, affected with a- 
cancer of the uterus, belieying in that point the mene 4 
| ‘: - gheiy 
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so their attendants, radically cured: by the internal ufe of powers 
ful, ftrengthening, and abforbent medicines, and by injecting a 
Elution of fublimate orcalomel in lime-water, alone or mixed 
with the tinGure of maftic, or, aceording to circumflances, the 
infufion corticis Peruy. in aqua calcis. 
_ But we are miflaken. if we expeét any goed in this cafe, as 
wellas in the fluor albus or hemorrhagy of the womb, from in- 
jections, as they arecommonly ufed.. if we with to fee any ef~ 
fea from them, they muft be applied to the affeGed part; and 
therefore not thrown in the common manner into the vagina, in 
expectation that they willof themfelves, by thefe means, reach 
the feat ofthe diforder, or the cavity of the uterus. A proper 
fyringe of a particular form and fize, calculated to prevent the 
imatter injeQedfrom efcaping at the fides, mult be introduced as 
high as pofiible into the vagina, or, if poflible, inte the orifice 
of the uterus itfelf ; ; the patient lying a little declined, and her 
knees bent: and in this fituation the inje@ion is to be apple 
either by herfelt or by an afliftanr, three or four times fucce fli iee= 
ly, keeping the fyringe always in for fome minutes, and repeat- 
ing the fame operation fix or eight times a day.-~--~ A fyringe 
made of a bottle of elaftic refia, with a thicker and longer pipe 
than common, will anfwer for the above. purpefe extremely well, 
and will effectually remove the prejudices hitherto fo juitly ene 
tertained of the inefiicacy of injections in females, | 

For caacerous ulcers of the genitals as wellas of other parts of 
the body, the Materia Medica has, to my knowledge, nothing ~ 
to afford ; and all thofe medicines hitherto recommended for cur- 
img Caneers, appear to be deceptions of rhe inventors themfelyes 
or of the public. Surgery alone.can radically cure cencers, if 
applied in time ; aad no honeft phyfician will ever recommend 
uncertain remedies, left, by temporizing, he thould for ever lofe 
~ the moment where he souls have applied a certain one, I mean, 
the ext rustion not too lare deferred where it.can take place. 


te 
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_ In treating of venereal ‘dlcets; we muft fay a word abet ve= 
: nereal filulas, which are nothing but venerealulcers penetrating 
deep into the cellular membrane and adjacent parts, with a {mail 
callous orifice, and callous infide. wae feat is moftly in the 
urethra, groins, perineum, anus, &c. but femetimes alfo in the 
lychramal fac of the eye. 

Befides the internal adminiftration of mercury, the injedions: 
above recommended ought to be tried ; if they do not fuceced,. 
the chirurgical operation ought to be performed. We thoulds 
however, never attempt this latter before we have carefully e-- 
musa ated. the yeaereal yirus from the tainted mals, From tha 

neg.aby 
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neglea of this point, we fee daily, that fuch patients undergo: 
two or three times the operation, shouting the better for its 
the filula remains as obitinate as it was. before ; or, healing in 
one place, it foon breaks out in another. If the fitula heals 
quick aad perfecily after the operation, it isa certain fign that 
the patient has been radically cured of the lues. 

The fointa lachrymalis, arifivg from the venereal virus lodged’ 
in the lychrymai fac. yields very often ayellow greenifh difcharge, 
refembling that ooging out of the urethra in a clap. Whether it 
ever arifes from a fuppreffed or retropulfed gonorrhea, 1 can- 
not politively fay ; but it owes its origin frequently to the ve= 

nereal poifoa depofited from a tainted mafs, and requires inter 
nal and external mercurials. 

The virus oozing out from yenercal ulcers and fiftulas, is batae 
times of a very corrofive nature : they fhould therefore be drei- 
fd with a piece of foft fponge every twelve or twenty-four 


hours 5 and the furrounding furface of the skin fhould be care> 


filly 4 ete ded by anointing it with the white ceiate, ox ne fatuee 


CHAE (VL 
| OPihe PUY Mos 1 Se 


HIS difeafe, in which the pzepuce is fo firaitened on the 

point of the penis that it cannot be drawn back over the 
glans, has been called Phymo/fis, from the Greek phimoo, pro 
éludo, obturo; and might be perhaps in our language more pro 
perly ‘called a coarétation or firidlure of the prepuce. 

To this order are efpecially fubjea& men who from nature have 
the glans covered with a more Arait prepuce, or have too fhore 
or too firait afrenum ; all thofe whofe religion orders circum= 
cifion, are free from it. 7 

This diforder arifes, in our days, eenerally from venereal ula 
cersin the infide of the prepuce, or from the Blennorrhagia bas 
faxi, (gonorrhea fpuria), producing a violent (welling. and i ins : 
flammation of the prepuce. : 

Ir has been recommended, if the phymofis be violent, to. make 
an incifion of the prepuce ; which is certainly fometimes necef= 


fary ; but, where chirurgical operations can be avoided, Ithink — : 
they ought. ‘This operation has been advifed principally either 


to prevent the {preading of fhancres, which are os uently the 
caufeof the phymofis ; or to avoid buboes; or, what is filk — 
more material, topreyent (if —_ be any: ulsess) Be ‘sancestion, : 
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_ of the glans with the prepuce. Thofe who, in curing fhancres, 
tru entirely to the internal ufe of mercurials, will hard! y infiftt 


- upon this,operation.. As tothe danger of their producing buboes 
by an abforption of the poifon, I allow the appre henfion to be 
perfedly ju; but I cannot admit, that an: ineizon would 


prove apreventative. A frefa wound, by expofing a frefh and 


larger furface to the abforption of the virus, mult, in my opini- 
on, rather increafe the danger. 1 think it, therefore, more pro- 
per to obyiate thofe bad confequences by proper injettions, and 
by introducing fome fine lint once or twice a day with a probe 
between the prepuce and glans. However, if this fhould be im. 
pradicable, or livid fpots fhould appear thro’ the prepuce, ime 
mediate recourfe to the operation ought to be haa, left a grearer 
evil, a mortification, fhould enfue. 

In order to afcertain whether there is a venereal lees between 
the prepuceand glans, I introduce a probe, with fome lint affix- 
édto it. Then, turning it roundthe whole glans, the patient 
generally feels pain, ifthere is any ulcer, as foon as the probe 
with the lint touches it ; and upon withdrawing it, a partof it 
willbe frained with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, if 

“there is but a fimple gonorrhoea fpuria without any uleeration, 


the whole of the lint will be Rained with thefame equally. In 


either cafe, if the inflammation and fw clling i is violent, | apply 
@ poultice made of bread and water mixed with ome acetum li-~ 
thargyrii ; and inje& three oz fourtimes aday, a diluted foluti- 
en of mercury in nitrousacid, or the fublimate or calomel fuf~ 
pended in lime-water, or, according to circumflancées, Plenk’s 
folution of mercury with gum arabic, between the prepuce and 
glans, in fuch a manner, that the interfilag between them 1s fil- 
led and diftended with the injefiion. Tf there be any ulcer, fome 


‘dint dipped in the fame, may be applied to it, by means cf a 


_ probe, onceortwiceaday. I think there ts never any danger 
of a concretion of the parts aslong as the ulcers remain vencre= 
al; 5 and. in the mean time their nature is changed, the phymo- 
fis is alfo generally removed. Internal mercurials ought in fuch 
cafes never to be omitted, Bur, as] have obferved juft before, 
the incifion of the prepuce ought to be immediarely AE 
if the inflammation be very high; if there appears any danger 
of mortification 3 or if we have reafon. to fufpea, beneath, an 
posers of a bad or —, cancerous nature. 
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CH A Poo Oe 
Of the PARAPHY MOSTS.~ 


pARAPHYMoS1S, a word derived from the Greek para, dey 
A and phimos, praculfio, obturamentwm, fignifying the oppo- 
fite of phymofis, ts a difeafe where the prepuce, being drawn 
behind the glans, is fo contracted there, that it cannot be 
brought again forwards over the glaes ; and would for this rear 
fon, in my opinion, be more properly named-a ftrangulation of 
the glans. | ag : 

‘Men who from nature have a ftrait prepuce are moftfubjeé to- 
this diforder, which arifes either from venereal ulcers, or froma 
preternatural {welling of the glans, as is fometimes the cafe ia 
violent claps. I have little to add to what has been faid on the- 
fubject by Celfus, and by fome modern writers.. 7 

I have feen an inftance where a gangrene of the glans was the- 
confequence of fuch a ftrangulation, before the furgeon could 
come to give afliitance. We ought therefore to ufe our utmoft. 
endeavors to bring the prepuce forward as quick as poffible. 

. The moft effectual remedy is to fprinkle repeatedly cold water 


upon the part, in the mean-time gently prefling- the {welled glans. 


with the fingers dipped repeatedly in cold water, fo as to 
{queeze out, if poflible, all the blood extravafated in its carver= 

nous fubffance. By thele means, the turgefcency of the corpus 
cavernofum glandis will be moft efficacioufly diminifhed ; and 
by skilful management, gently prefling the glans backwards, 

whilft we endeavour with the fingers of the other hand to bring: 
the prepuce over it ferwards, we fhall very often fucceed, and 
relieve the patient from imminert danger. Ice, or water ren~ 

dered by art as coldas ice, may perhaps be ufeful to the opera- 

tor in accomplithing this defirable effea& 5 but ifthe difeafe be 
accompanied with a venereal gonorrhoea, we muft be cautious 

with regard to the application of cold, left we might bring ona 
worfe compiaint, byrepulfion, than the difeafe for which cold 

is applied. If we ure foon ableto reduce it, and the fymptoms. 
be violent, we fhould not defer the operation, but make an in- 

cifion in the prepuce or frenum ; an operation by no means dan~ 

gerous, but abfolutcly neceflary to prevent the moft difagree~ 
able of all confequences of venereal complaints, a mortification 

of the glans penis. Ifthere are venereal ulcers inone fide, I pre-e 
fer always to make the incifion of the frenum or prepuce on the _ 

other fide ; in order to feture the wound, as well as poflible, 
from the poifon, and to preyentits abforption by the lympha-. 
tics e£nke frefh wound. | | 
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GHA Pie Xs 
On VENEREAL BUuBoOk Ss 


_ Swrtn ing of any of the lymphatic glands of the body is 

called a Budo; and if fuch a {welling is occafioned by the 

venereal poifon, we then callit a Venereal Bubo. The latter 
-only comes within the plan of this treatife. 

Though buboes may arifein any part of the body where lym- 
phatic glands are firuated, yet we have no authentic obfervation 
of their ever exifting any where except in the lymphatic glands 
of the groin, under the arm-pit, or of the extremities ; and even 
ofthefe, thelatrer are muchJefs frequent than the former. 

_ Venereal buboes arife from two caufes, eflentially different 
from one another ; this difference has in general not been ar- 
tended to with that accura acy which the importance of the fub- 
je@ might feemto require. Buboes have hitherto been fuppo- 
fed to arife always from the venereal virus abforbed by the lym 
phatics, and eae them carriedto the giand ; but this is nor ai- 
ways thecafe. Buboes frequently owe their Griginto the poifon 
Aodged onthefurface of the bedy, irritating there the mouths of 
the lymphatics, without being abforbed by. them.  Thefe veifels 

eing irritated, peaghcy a {welling in the neareft lymphatic gland 
they 20 go to. in the one cats the caufe of the bubo lies in the 
gland itfelf, ia the other without it; fothat we may. properly 
aifiinguith them, by calling & the former an idropathic, and the 
lattcr a fymphatie bubo. 


This diftinGion, founded on 1 the moft evident fa &s, is abfolure- 
ly neceflary to regulate the method of oe the diftjne- _ 
‘tion of idiopathic buboes into primary and fecondary, viz. fuch 


as arife from an original inition: and the{e which are fuppofed 


~ to owe theirorigin to the poil on deposited from the mafs i into the 


gland, feems to be of no pra@ical ule whatever. 
_ Hvopathic venereal buboes, as we have obierved, owe nes 
origin to the venereal poifon abforbed and lodged in’ the gland, 


af 
This al forption frequently takes place es the virus se) by its 
acrimony produced foine light excoriation or ulceration in the 
furface of the glans, prepuce, ae , genital parts, or extre= 


‘mities. Whether a bubo ever arifes as has been hitherto pence 
rally aiferted, from the venereal virus being depofited from the 
mafs into the gland, as pelilential buboes feem to arife in the 
‘plague, isgwith meas yet a matterof doubt ; his aficrtion feems 
Ahitherto rather | founded ona gratuitous fuppofition than en real 
obfervation. But that buboes may fometimes, though feldom, 
arife from an immediate abforption, wit ib any pres vious eX 

coriation or ulcer ia the furface of the body, is probable from 
feyeral authentic ‘Obferyations 5 3 though this opinion has been 
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contreverted by fome modern writers———— Abour 12 years 
ago, three feldiers came into the military hofpital in one week, 
allafiected with a bubo from the fame woman. They had all been 
in perfect health a few days before ; neither had any of them 
the leaf excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, ner even any 
appearance of arunning.---Whether this immediate abforption 
is owing to a. torpid and lefsirritable habit of body, or the great- 
ex fubriry or lefs irritating nature of the virusin fome cafes, & 
pretend not toafcertain. But to this immediate abforption it is 
pernaps owing, that we cannot alwdys avoid a bubo, or perhaps 
even the lues irfelf, by ufing the beft preventatives ; though they 
may molt cHectually prevent gonorrhceas and original fhancrés. — 

That idiopathic buboes arife not only from the abforption of 
the venereal poifon from ulcers of the genitals or urethra, but 
likewile from venereal ulcers in any part of the upper or lower 
extremities, is confirmedby experience. I fhall adduce a few 
examples by way of illuftration. - A molt intimate friend of 
mine had, fome years ago, the misforture of being affected with. 
fhancres. - Being then on his travels, he took fome mercurial 
pills ; by the ufe of which the ulcers were cured in about ten 
days. The pills were then difcontinued, and he had no com+ 
piaine till fix months after, when he was one night awaked by a 
violent itching at his right elbow. Next night, the itching re- 
turned ; and the third morning, upon examining the fpot, he 
found it covered with a thick yellow fcurf like a retter. As he 
was at that time on a journey, he delayed taking advicey thinks 
ing that his complaint might perhaps gooff. But, two days af- 
ter, he perceiveda fwelling under his arm-pit ; which, in three 
daysthore, increafed tofuch a degree, that when he came to me; 
he was obliged ro keep his arm a confiderable way out from his | 
fide. Itold him the nature of his complaint. In a few days, by # — 
proper applications, the tumor was difcuffed, and my patient 
perfeaily cured fone weeks after. — 2 ox 

Soon after, F was confulted by a gentleman who had under- | 
gone a mercurial courfe abour fifteen months before, for a vee" - 
nereal complaint, of which heimagined himfelf perfeGly cured. — 
Some weeks before he applied to me he began to feel a pain in 
the middle of thefternum, which he tookto be rheumatic. On 
this fuppofition, he rubbed the part affected. with a piece of flane 
nel, morning and evening. Thus the painin the flernum was ~ 
removed but thefecond morning after, the great toe of the left 
foot, and that next to it, were in like maaner affeGed. This — 
pain being removedby friction with flannel as before, returned 
E to the fternum ; from which being driven by a fimilar friction, 
_, Bt again returned to thefoot. He now began toimaginethat his 
-  gomplaintwas of a gouty nature; but having oceafion to go — 
' abroad that day, he bathed his footin warm water, and pared a 
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€ora which he had upon one of she affected toes, in order to 
‘walk the more eafily. In performing this operation, he cut toe 
deep, and a few drops of blood came. Upon this he itmmedi- 
‘ately defifted 5 but the next day, on efamining the part, he 
found a little fuppuration had taken place 3 upon which, he co- 
‘vered the fore with a piece of clean ‘linen.---The fecond even-« 
‘ing, he felt a flight pain in the groin, which he then difregard- 
ed; but in afew days after, when one of the glands {welled ‘to 
‘the ‘bignefs ofa pigeon’s egg, he asked my advice. I informed 
him that he had not been radically cured of his former. diforder, 
and that the prefent fymptoms were aconfequence of it ; ; thas 
the pain both of rhe fernum and of the toes was vencréal ; and 
that from the wound of the toe, and fucceeding fuppuration, the 
spoifon had been abforbed by the lymphatics, and carried co the 
firft gland they met, which in this cafe was one of the lower 
‘dymphatic glans of the groin. The ulcer of the toe fill conti= 
nued, but was very {mall, and difcharged a little matter refem- 
: bling pufs. lappliedupon it amercurial plafter, and cured the 
‘pubo, as wellas the caufe of it, by a courfe of mercurial Trice 
tions. 
_ Some yéarsago, an eminent accoucheur in Bondon: was all d 
to delivera woman, who unknown to him was affedted with 
fhancres. Ulcers‘on his hand, anda {welling of the lymphatic 
glandof the fore-arm, which proved véry obfinate, ‘were the 
dreadful confequences. : 
Symphatic venereal btboes, as 1 have already mentioned, ‘owe 


‘their origin, not tothe ee of the venereal poiion, but ro. - 


‘anirritation of the mouths of the neighbouring lymphatic veifels. 
This {pecies of bubo we frequently meet with in fimple venereal 
_. yonorrheeas ; or, where one of the glands. is idiopathically af- 

Feed, we fometimes fee two or threé contiguous thereto, {wel= 
led by fympathy. In this cafe, however, only that which is 
really infeGed, continucs to oe ee bulk ; while the othe ers 


remain in the fame ftate, and at laft difappear without any in- 


creafe of their f-velling. 

Symphatic buboes go off fponraneoufly, as foon as thely irri+ 
tating caufe inthe neighbourhood is removed; and it is only 
this kind of buboes, which quacks, with their prerended nof= 
-trums, feem to remove Phi tins ox a few days; while, on rhe 
other hand, wefreqnently hear fome patients comp faloing | of id= 
telligent phyficians, fornot having been fulficiently expeditious 
in curing their bubo, or not having done ic withoue fuppurati- 
on, though they had formerly been radically cured by a quack, 
by the fimple application of a tnercurial ointment or plaiter to 
the part affected. Hf fuch patients, however, were aeassadad 
_ with the diference between the true nature of their prefent and 
- former complaint; they: iene eafily fee, that, int he former cafe, 
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the cure was not to be attributed to the ointment or plafter ap® 
plied, but merely to thé nature of the difeafe ; whereas, in the 
latrer, great skill and attention is often requifite, either to dif- 
cufs a bubo, orto cure it, after the attempt to difcufs it has 

proved ineffectual. he ee ot ee Z 
Having eltablithed this effential diftinétion betwixt Idiopathic 
and Smypathic buboes, I fhould now proceed to fpeak of the 
method of treating them ; but, previous to this, I think it ufe- 
ful to take notice of fome prejudices which are entertained by . 

many, concerning the nature and cure of this complaint. ig 
By many people, efpecially thofe who inhabit the more fouth- 
eily parts of Europe, itis reckoned dangerous to refolve or dif- 
cufs avenereal bubo. This prejudice arifes from an opinion, that 
the virus is by this method repelled and ablorbed into the mafs,; 
where it afterwards occafions a genetal infection: whereas, if 
the bubo is cured by fuppuration, they imagine that no infection 
of the mafs is to be apprehended ; but that, on the contrary, 
even in cafe any poifon fhould have been abforbed during the 
fuppuration, net only the virus lodged in the gland is carried of, 
but likewife the whole mafs is thereby purified. Hence they 
‘imagine that the abfcefs formed by the fuppuration of the bubo, 
is a kind of channel for cleanfing the body entirely from the ve~ 
nereal poifon. Asthis opinion, however, is not only altogether 
erroneous, but may prove hurtful .to the patient, at leaft by de- 
priviag him of an advantage which he might otherwife have en- 
joyed, I muft make two obfervations on this fubje@. Firfi, That, 
by the modern improved praétice of applying mercurial fridions, 
the difcuffion of a bubo cannot poflibly occafion any fuch thing 
asa reptl/ion of the venereal virus into the mafs; but that, on 
the contrary, by following this merhod, the virus lodged in the 
gland itfelfis efe@ually deftroyed: and, fecondly, That, though 
the virus fhould have been adually repelled from the gland into 
the mafs, fuch a repulfion would ftill be preferable to the me~ 

shod of curing the bubo by fuppuration. | Bue 
Butin order to fet this matter in thecleareftlight, 1 muft have - 
recourfe to the anatomical difcoveries which have been made 
about the [lymphatic fyftem and then confider what muft be the - 
confequence of mercurial faidtions applied in the manner to be 
mentioned hereafter. . 2 - 
~ We know from theobfervations of Profeffor Alexander Mon= 
xo, and thofe of thelate Dr. W. Hunter, and particularly from — 
Mr. Hewfon’s plates*, that the lymphatic or abforbent veffels — 
ean begin — 


f 





* Butthis, as wellas the anatomy of the whole lymphatic lyitein, ard che 
difeafes depending thereon, will be more efpecially illuftrated by the fingu-. 
larly aceurate and beautiful plates executed under the dire@ion of Mr, Shel- 
don, at prefeat leGurer of anatomy in London; which itis 0@ be hoped he 
yt nos long with-hold trom the public, =~ Se 4 
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begin every where on thefurface of the body, with the {mallet 

Famifications; that, ingoing upwards from the lower extremi- 

ties, they unite into larger branches, which terminate in the ing 

guinal glands, pouring into them the liquid which they have ab- 

forbed at their extremities. This liquid, which in a natural 
Rate is nothing but mild lymph more or lefs diluted with water, 

which has been abforbed from the furface of the body, afrer be- 

ing poured into the lymphatic inguinal glands, is again abforbed 

by other lymphatic veffels, waich carry it to the abdomen, and 

thence through the thoracic dué inro the mafs. Let us now fup- 
pofe that fome of the venereal poifon hasbeen abforbed by ihe 

_fymphatic veffels of the genital parts, or of the lower extremi- 

ties, and that confequently it has been carried along with the 
lymph into one or more of the inguinal glands, The poifon thus 
brought into the gland will either be abfosbed again by the op~ 
polite avforbent veffels, in which:cafe it is carriedinto the mafs; 
or, what more frequently happens, it will, by its acrimony, ex~ 
cite an irritation, and thereby not only prevent its owa abforption 
but producean inflammation and {welling ofthe gland. In thofe 
circumflances, the moft eligible thing beth for 2 patient and 
phyfician, would be, if polftble, to deitroy. and eradicate the 
poifon lodged in the gland. Fer this. purpofe, we know 
mercury isa fpecific; but the queftion is, how to bring it 
‘into the affe@ed gland. Formerly praétitioners, through a de- 
fect of anatomical knowledge, imagined they could introduce the 
mercury into the gland, by rubbing the mercurial ointment upon 
the gland irfelf. Bust fo far was this from having.the intended 
effect, that bubces treated in fuch a manner generally became 
more inflamed, fuppurated, and even. fometimes mortified. By 
fuch an application no mercury is intreduced into the affected 
gland; or, if it happens now and then, it is merely :by.chance ; 
_ for we kaow that the lymphatics arifing from the skin immedi- 
ately above the gland-donot take their courfe into.the fubiflance 
of the gland, but proceed obliquely upwards to the abdomen. 

Hence the bad or good effects produced in. that cafe are:net to 

be afcribed to the mercury, but rather to the mechanical irnita~ 

tion occafioned by the frictiens, and would probably have taken 

place had any other ointment been employed. Bur if, infiead 

of rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the gland iifelf, the 

fame be rubbed into the thigh or leg of the fide affected, we are 

to expe, according to the difcoveries:oi the courfe of the lyim- 

phatic veffels, thatthe mercury will be abforbed by their extre- 

mities, and from thence conveyed to,the- affected gland, where 

meeting withthe venereal poifon, it will mof&t efcGually exert 

its {pecific power againft ir, Thar this isreally the.cafe, ap- 

pears‘from the fuccefsful praGice of this. method ; for, if che 

smercurial fri@ions haye been applied upon the proper place, and, 
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in time, before the inflammation has gone too great alength, we: — 
find, that, in eight.buboes out of ten, the poifon is thereby either; 
deflroyed, or at leaft. fo changed in its nature, that it is now no, — 
more capable of irritating the gland any further ; nor do. we ob=. 
ferve, thet the virus-thus changed, and then abforbed along. 
with the mercury, dees ever afterwards produce any venereal: 
fymptoms in the mafs,. ; 

But let us even fuppofe that the mercury has not deRroyed the- 
poifon lodged in the gland, but has drivea it into the blood, as, 
thofe patients commonly believe. What will be the confe- 
quence §. The fame, undoubtedly, as when a viGorious hero dif-. 
lodges and chafes a flying enemy before him. The very fame 
acmedy which drove the poifon from the gland into the mafs,, 
will purfue it there alfo ; and either expel it altogether, -or,, 
renderit, one way. or other, inoffenfive tothe body. ~ —— 

To elucidate this matter. ftill further, Imuftanfwer a quedftion. 
whichI have heard frequently propofed, viz. Why does the me=- 
thod of rubbing mercury into the extremity not always fucceed. 
in difcufling the bubg in every flage of the diforder §. For the fo-. 
fution of this queftion, we muft again have recourfe to anatemy.. 
From this we know, that there are two feries of lymphatic: 
glands in the groin, called the upper and lower inguinal glands. 
Fn. moft people there is a communication between thefe two or— 
ders of glands :: in this. cafe, the lymphatic veffels of the inferior. 
glands communicate with the fuperior ones, whence again others, — 
arife which take their courfe through the abdomen into the. 
thoracic dud.. But in other perfons there is. no fuch communis. 
cation ;the lymphatic veflels of the inferior inguinal glands pro. 
ceed directly to the abdomen, without inofculating with the fu-. 
petiorones. Now, the venereal virus being abforbed by the. - 
dymphatics of the genitals, is generally carried to the fuperiox; 
inguinal glands, where it produces the bubo. Whenever there= 
fore the inferior inguinal glands have the above mentioned com =. 
munication with the fuperior ones, the mercury rubbed into the 
| infide of the thigh or Jeg will be abforbed, carried to the infe= 
: rior, and from thence to the fuperior inguinal glands, where it 
will produce the defired cffe@. But, on the other hand, where- 
nocommunication of this kind takes place, the mercury is car=.__ 
ried from the extremity to the inferior inguinal glands, and from: 
thence to the abdomen, without ever reaching the affeded gland, — 
on which of confequenceitcan produce no effea*, oS 

. ut 





* Thetame will likewife happen where the inflammation of the bnbe is. 
gone too far, o1 where a {chirrholity is formed inthe gland: Mercury in thefe. 
eafes can have little or ho accefs tothe glands or though it could, would yep 
be very litle ableso ghange che natne whieh the difeai¢hasnowaflymed, 
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_ But Jetus.even gofurther, and fuppofe, that the method of; 
treatment juft recommended has not been followed ; but that, in~ 
ftead‘of it, the jiritacing matter has been. blunted, and the ab= 
-ferption of the poifon from the gland effedted by other fedative 
ordifcutient applications. What will be the coafequence$ L 
anfwer, infteadofa bubo, the patient willogaffected with adifa. 
eafe of the whole fyftem;, which, if recent, may, be certainly 
and radically cured in afew: weeks time, withoutany bad co.~. 
fequences.remaining ; whereas.the complaint with which he was. 
affected before, is fometimes.very. dangerous, at other times ex 
tremely obflinate, and always of a.very tediousnature. Befices, 
ev2n when the fuppuration is ofthe beft kind, which, how~ 
ever, is far from being always the. cafe, the poifon, before or: 
after the abf{cefs is formed,, inflead of being entirely evacuated, 
is if not conilantly, at leait very frequently, abforbed into the 
~ f{yftera. . Thus the diforder which the patient fo much dreaded is. 
really produced ; for the cure of which he will at laf beobliged: 
to have recourfe to. mercury, the remedy he was. formerly fo, 
much afraid of. . a 

_ Let us now proceed to the method of cures, 


Method: of ‘Cure. 


_~ From theobfervations laid-down, it appears, that-every un~ 
prejudiced pradtitioner, in any cafe of an idiopathic bubo, thould 
always attempt to difcufs it as foon. as poflible, by any method 
whatever, provided the inflammation has. not rifen to too great 
_an height, or figns of fuppuration have already made their appear- 
ance. The moft effeGual method of difcuffing tumours of this 
kind, is, asI have already mentioned, by mercurial frictions ap= 
plied to the infide of the thigh or leg of the affeGed fide if 
. the bubo happens to be inguinal, or to the arm if the bubo be 
~ ander the arm-pir. Occafionally alfo, in the former cafe, fric= 
tions may be ufed to the perinzum orfcrotum. But asthe fuc- 
cefs of thefe fricions is limited to a few days, they ought to be 
made not only with due careand attention, bur, if circumfian- 
ces permit, be repeated twice a-day. Venefaction cr a purge 
will, occafionally, likewife contribute greatly to the intended | 
OHEC, 2 LET oe yo 
_ Tothe gland itfelf I never apply any thing but a mercurial 
platter ; and from this I expe& nothing towards the accomplifh~ 
ment of the cure, but makeufe of it only to keep rhe patient’s mind 
eafy. Of late a-poultice made of the root of Atropa mandrage=- 
ra has been much recommended for the refolurion of a bubo ; and 
by others a poultice made of the root of Daphne mezereum. They 
certainly both deferve to be tried, either alone, efpecially where’ 
the friGions feem to have ne effet, or along with the fridions. 
se \ Ta 
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In obftinate cafes alfo, I would advife the application of dry, 
cupping glaffes to the fwelled gland, which has been atrended 
with fuccefs at Edinburgh. Repeated vomits, with cold appli- 
€ations tothe part affeded, have been likewife recommended as 
uifeful forthe difcuflion of a bubo; but] have never.had occa- 
fon to try cither of thefe remedies nor indeed the hemlock, 
which has bees praifed for this purpofe both as internally and 
externally exhibited. 

During the whole time that a refolution of the bubo is at=, 
temptéd, the patient ought to abftain from exercife, and con= 
fine himfelfto a very low dict 3 asa contrary regimen might 
greatly tend to increafe the inflammation. With regard to mer- 
curial friions on the gland irfel#, I haye already given my rea~ 
fons for difapproving of them. Indeed moft 2f the idiopathic. 
buboes which I have had occafion to fee treared either fn this. 
way or by any other irritating remedies, have inflamed and fupe 
purated, though the application was made with a view to pré- 
vent that difagreeable circumftance ; and there are nuw but ve- 
ry few practitioners, let their knowledge be ever fo little of the 
recent difcoveries concerning the lymphatic fyfem, that would 
truft to fuch an application for producing a difcuffion. 

When I fay that an irritagioa of the gland itfelf will rather be. 
followed by aninflammation and fuppurarion than a refolution, 
{ purpofely mention an idiopathic venereal bubo 3. for fympathe~_ 
tic buboes may certainly difappear after the ufe of mercurial frice, 
tions applied upon the gland itfelf, as 1 have frequently obfer=. 
ved. Weought not, however, even in this cafe, to afcribe their. 
refolution to the mescurial frictions, poultices, &c. which have 
been applied; buttothe fimple operation of nature; becaufe 
fympathetic buboes will always go off by themfelves without 


any application whatever. For their removal, as I have alrea- 


dy obferved, nothing more is requifite than to abate or remove 

the fimulus ‘fiom the mouths of the lymphatics. This faé, is. 
fufficient, I think to. convince us of the importance of diftin- 

guifhing ta pradice, the idiopathic buboes, or fuch as owe their. 

origin to the venereal virusabforbed from fhancres of the geni- 

rals or extremities, from fympathetic. ones, arifing from the mere, 
irritation of the lymphatic veffels, and generally accompanying 
fimple gonorrheas, {welled tefticles, &c. without the appears, 

ance of any venereal ulcer. 

Thus far with regard to the treatment of, venereal buboes by, 
refolurion. I now come to treat of thofe that are either too. 
far gone to admit of refolution, or that refit i it on any other ace . 

count. 

That a bubo will not admir of refolution, we know by the 
tumour continuing to increafe in fize, and becoming red and 
painful after the proper a pplication of the mercurial frictions - 

< ath er. 
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other refolvents had been made ufe of for four or five days: As 
foon as weobferve, thus, all our attempts to procure a refoltt- 
tion fruftrated, we are now to employ .all means to bring on ag 
mild and fpeedy a fuppuration as poflible. Here, however, we 


‘meet with three kinds of buboeS effentially different from one 


another, each of which requires a treatment peculiar to itfelf, 


nay, diametrically oppolite to that of theother. This diftintios 


is fomaterial, that the treatment which wiilbring the one kind 
to amild fuppuration, +f applied to tite other, may occafion ve- 
xy dangerous fymptoms, and even prove fatal, 


. Inthe firf, allthe fymptoms of inflammation run very | high, 
fometimes even to mortification ; inthe feeond, the fame fymp- 
toms to arife from too great an ifritability, of the body ; where~ 
as, in the third, the moft irritating medicines are hardly able to 
raife the inflammation to iucha pitch as is neceflary for bring- 
ing on afuppuratioa. In the former, it isnecefiary to moderate 
the inflammatory diathefis : in the latter, to excite and augment 
ir. When the patient, therefore, is otherwife of a healthy, 
firong, and vigorous conflitution ; the inflammatien high ; the 


pain fevere, and accompanied with an inflammatory fever ; 


bleeding, fometimes even repeated, as ctrcumflances require, may 
be neceffary: Leeehes, however, or, in want of them, fcarifi- 


cation of the part affe&ted, are oiten preferable to general bleed= 


‘= 


ings. In other refpeds, low dict, cooling drink, an antiphlo= 
giflic purgative, the warm bath, andan emollient poultice ap- 
plied conftaatly warm to the gland, and changed when itgrows 
cool, are to be infited upon in thefe kinds of buboes. 

In the fecond kind, the fymptoms of inflammation feem to run 
very high, merely from too great an irritability. But this may 
be eafily diftinguifhed fromthe other, by the weaker, fmoother, 


_andmore frequent pulfe ; as alfoby the conflitution of the pa= 


tient. In fuch circumfances, general, evacuations, inftead of 
being of fervice, 1 obferved in general to be really prejudicial: 
the patient, onthe contrary, eught to beallowed a fuller diet 5 
opium ought to be given every night or every other night, the 
Peruvian bark through the day , and fo the external emolient ap- 


plications we here properly join fome fedative. In a cafe of 


this kind probably it was, that Mr. Brambilla faw a young man 
to whom a bubo proved fatal by becoming gangrenous, after 2 
courfe of calomel along with a frong decodion of the woods 
was adininiftered to him. I mui make/upon this oceafion a ge- 
neral remark, that mercury ought never to be given either inter= 


‘nally or externally, unlefs for fome very particular reafon, dur~ 


ing the inflammatory flate of a bubo, or any other venereal com- 
plaint. During that ftare, I have neverfeen any good, but of- 


aen very bad effeds refulting from it; and more efpecially when 
Rubbed into the inflamed glaad, 


The 
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_ The third kiad of buboes, effentially different from the two 
former, we meet not unfrequently in patients of relaxed, debi- 
litated, or of acachedtie*or {corbutic habit of body. When this 
ts the cafe, the tumour of the gland, though it feems red and 
inflamed, wil] rife very little and flowly; the patient feels but 
little pain ; no fever attends ; or, if any, is is rather of the low 
Kind, and the pulfe is weak, with fomedepreflion of fpirits.-~= 
‘In fuch cafes, (that of fea fcurvy excepted) mercury will fome= 
times be ufefuland neceffary, but evacuations of any kind aré 
hurtful ; a full diet with wine will be proper ; and an infufion — 
ef bark in wine or fome other flrengthening and aromatic me= 
dicines, together with local applications of more or lefs active 
fliimulants, will be proper. 7 : ; oS 

- If fymptoms of the fea fcurvy prevail, mercury ought never to 
be made ufe of ; the patient may, befides the ufe of wine and 
Peruvian bark, &c. eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make ufe of 
the juice of antifcorbutic herbs, and take moderate exercife, in 
a free open air every day. : aes a < 
_ If by ehefe means, or any other method, the bubo is at laft 
brought tofuppuration, mo writers advife rhe artificial open- 
4ng of theabfcefs; butI choofe rather to leave this to nature 
from experience I have found, that nature, left to herfelf, fcarcé — 
ever fails to make an opening in due time ; whereas, artificial 
‘openings are often made before nature defires it, to wit, before 
tho abfcefs is fully formed andripe. I have befides obferved 
another advantage , viz. that the abfcefs opened by nature gene- 
rally heals much ealier ; whereas, that opened by an incifion, or | 
the application of a cauftic¢, 1 have feen fometimes followed by © | 
difagreaable confequences, not only making thecure more tedi= 
ous aud troublefome, but leaving alarge cicatrix behind; which 
lafl we ought always to make an effential point carefully to 
avoid, efpecially in women, for reafons fuficiently obviouse In 
“this we fhall generally fucceed, ifthe operation is left to nature, 
The abfcefsthen, does generally not open, till there ts a thorough — 
fuppuration of the gland ; and the cicatrix is in a faort time af- 
ter, for the moit part, either fcarcely yifible, or entirely difap= 
pears. a ee a 

_ There ars, however, fome particular cafesin which it may —~ 

be proper to affif nature, either by making a dilatation of thé — 

Openiag, or making an artifictal incifion altogether. Where we ~ 


~ 


pre 
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meet with buboes, which, sotwithflanding the means above= 
mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, without either comin 
to a refolution or fuppuration, befides other remediesa fmall ~ 
bit of the lapis infernalis or common cauftic, about the fizeof a 
pea, may be advantageoufly applied to the middle of the buba, _ 
for about two, er at moft three hours, the efchar afterwards ~ 
annointed with alittle of the poguentum ceruleum ela a 
: iy tne | 







ON VENEREAL BUBOES. 93 


the wholecovered with a warm emollient poultice. This me= 
thod, firft propofed by Mr. Plenck, I have feen feveral times fol= 
lowed with fuccefs. 

Herel maft add, that, in in inftanées, I have obferved the 
‘common method of applying a large cauilic on the bubo for ten 
or cwelve hours, in ordér to bring $c to fuppuration, attenced 
with very bad confequencess The event, in two tafés, was a 
mortification, and in others a very large ichorous and bad ulcer, 
which in one inflance appeared really” to grow cancerous, and at 
laft proved fatal to the patient : this, I have never feen happen 
from the applicatien of the {mall chuflie above mentioned. 

In othér cafes, initead of the cauflic, We tay fometimes ex- 
pect the fame effec from an application of thé emplaitrum com 
mune cum gitmmi 3 or from a poultice made of onidas fimply 


toafted, or boiled in il. A fuppuiative liniment has alfo beea . 


recommended, thade of equal parts of the oo ee ae arthani= 
ta, the unguentum mercuriaic, ardthe bruifed mandragora root, 

mixed with a fufficient quantity of honey , bute i never had ar 
opportunity of trying its 


When the abfeefs has been opened either by hatuye or art, we - 


are peacrally adviled to adminitter mercury iene and exter 
nally, and thus treat the dicer asa venereal one: This practice 
is generally undoubtedly very good ; but in fenie éafes mercurial 
friéions, of mercury given Internally, will. prove burtful, nay 
often give rife to very dangerous fymptoims, 

‘No genera! method, therefore, can be laid dowa for the ireat= 
ment of an ezuleerated bubo 3 burthe practitioner muft be direc— 
_- tedby the nature of the Nate and the confliiution of the pati- 
ent, asmentioned above, where I {poke of the infanmatory flatd 
of the buboes. Ifthe patient be vigGrous, Without fever, the 
pufs ofa good confiflence and mi - Nature, no exrerual applica- 
tion to the fore feems neceffary ; but a contiauation of the fame 
poultice which brought on the fappu ration, Will certainly for- 
ward the cure more than any thingelfes If the abfcefs affumes 
the nature of a venereal ulcer, mercurial injeciions tay be joined 
to the internal ufe of that mineral. : 

But there are other cafes of ulecrated buboes, whith have hi« 
therto either been internally overleoked, of not properly attend™ 
edto. Sometimes the abfc a inflead of healing, either remain $ 
poe rthe continued ufe of mercury, ia the fame fi dte for many 

eeks, or affumes a relaxed and flabby appearance; the dis- 
Bere Ig copious, », thin, and ichorous, at the fame time, that 
the health of the ‘patient, inflead of prowixg betrer, gradually 
grows worfe and worfe. Inthefe circumftances, a quite < differ 
ent treatment will be neceffary. If the mercury betore admin 
niftered, Bas pres uced fome fenfible effeats of its having been ab 
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forbed into the mafs, we fhould not obfinately afcribe the pres 


fent fymproms to the inefficacy ofthe mercurial preparation we 
have made ufe of, and confequently have recourfe to another. 
We ought rather to take the hint given by nature, and not per- 
Tif longer i in the ufe of a remedy from which we find ho.good 
effet. Mercury is a poifon forthofe patients: they require a 
full diet, wine, an infution of the bark in wine, with a free ufe 
of the country air, and gentle exercife. For the ulcer, an 
injeQion of the aqua virriolica campharata, ‘or, according to 
circumfances, a fomentation with the Peruvian bark repeated 
twice or three times a-day, is the neceffary application ; 3 the 
fore fhould be covered with fine lint or a piece of foft fponge, 
that the matter may be freely difcharged. The dreflings may 
be kept on by a piece of adhefive plafter fpread on linen. To 
prevent excoriations of the thigh from the acrid difcharge of fuch 
ulcers, the application’of alittle ghee ‘cérate tothe furrounding 
part will be fufficient. 
The following cafe will ferve as an illuftration of what I hake 
juftnow afferted. An ulcerated bubo was, according to the 
common courfe of prafice, treated as a veneréal one, by the in- 
ternal andexternal ufe of mercury. The patient was by this 
method, after eight weeks time, fo much reduced, and theulcer 
had fo bad an appearance, thatit was thought proper to have 
the advice of another perfon ; when 1 was confulred. I found, 
upon examination, the flabby relaxed atonic appearance of the 
ulcer. “I told the phyfician and furgeon, who hitherto had 
treated the patient, that I thought the continuation of mercury 
improper 3 se the internal and external ufe of flrengthening 
medicines, and a full diet, with wine, were the only remedies. 


They both were of opinion, that my advice was an unreafon= 


able one ; and thatthe ufe of mercury was to be continued, on 
ly in a different preparation. However, after a good deal of con 
verfation, I prevailedon them to try only for eight or ten days 
what Thad propofed; andthe patient finding the courfe agreed 
with him, he continued thefame for about fix weeks, when he 
was perfeGly recovered. 

A fimilar cafe occurred fome time ago to a friend of mine in 


London, who gave the fame advice to a patient that had been — : 


treated before for along time in the like manner, and the patie 
ent found the fame benefit of ir. A remarkable circumftance I 
muit take notice of, which happened with this latter patient : 
under the courfe of mercurials he fweated every night a great 


deal ; he puton every morning a clean fhirt, made of new li= — 
nen 3 all thefe fhirts, about a dozen in number, after having 
been once or twice wathed with other linen in the common mane 


ner, grew fo tender that they feemed to be quite rotten. 


If, aiter a fuppuration has taken place, and the abfcefs tus 
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_ Been opened, part of the gland fhould fill remain fwelled and 
hard, repeated‘purges, with the continued ufe of the above- 
mentioned remedies, willeffeQually remove that diforder. 

The finufes or fiftulas which are fometimes apt to arife after: 
fuch ulcers, are for the moft part eafily prevented, as well by. 
proper injections, as by a fuitable pofiure of the patient when 
in bed, andby a gentle, but careful preffure, fqueezing out the 
matter allround, every morning and evening. : 

If fiftulas or. finufes have been formed from an ulcerated bubo,. 
and refufe to yield to the above mentioned injections, the knife . 
muit be employed : however, they feldom or never occur, if the 
furgeon be attentive to the pofture of the patient, dilate the 
Opening in time if neceflary, and the patient complies exadly 

with his diredions.._ ne 

Hemlock, both internally and externally applied, has been 
ftrongly recommended for cancerous as well as {chirrhous buboes? 
but I never faw it effeA a- radical cure where there was a real, 
cancer ; though there is nothing to hinder its being tried : bur. 
in fuch cafes, the only method, that I know for avoiding death, .. 
or atleaft a moit miferable life, is the total excifion of the can. 
eerous gland, if pradicable, and thar not too long deferred. 

Having thus finifhed the treatment of topical venereal com—. 
plaints, I now proceed to thole arifing from an univerfal infece. 
tign, or, asit is commonly called, a confirmed pox. . 


~. 


= 


On the SyrHtris,.or Venereal. Difea fe é it particular. 


| = ees premifed fome neceffary, obfervations concerning: 
| venereal infe@ton, the natyre of the virus and the differ=.. 
ent appearances of fyphilitic complaints in general, in the be-.- 
ginning of this treatife, | now enter. into the confideration of the: 
nature, fymptoms, andcure ofthe fyphilisor venereal difeafe, 
commonly called confirmed les or pox, in particular. 
_ Theeffe&s or fymptoms which the venereal. virus is apt to 
produce when abforbed intothe mafs,. are fhortly as, follow : 
t. In the eyes : The moft violent of all inflammations, witha. . 
Gifcharge of puriform matter, (from a repelled gonorrheea), ead>— 
ing generally in perfed& blindnefs; or an ophthalmy of amore» 





chronic kind, from the venereal virus depofited from the mafs,. , 
affe&ting the eye itfelf, or the eye lids; and fometimes alfo the... 
- &iftula lychrymalis. 3 
a».In the ears: Deafnefs, with or without a puriform dif. 


Chat trea. 


| 
a 
; 
‘ 
a 
; 
x 





. 


eh ON TRE STEMI LES. 
‘ : \ 

charge, (from a repelled gonorrhcea), or from the venereal virus. 
affecting the ear, or the orifice of the Euflachian tube in the fau-. 
cess. | | 

3. Inthe nofes  Uleers in the nofirils ; an ulceration of the. 
roucous membrane of the nofe, with a caries of the bones, and: 
a difcharge of fetid ichor, known by the name of ozena. 

4. In the mouth aud throat: Ulcers, caries of the offa palatia 
naor antrum maxillare, erofion of the velum, &c., forethroat, cox. 


ryza, paraphonia. : 


5. In or about the genital parts, it will either produce, on 
‘what indeed is more frequently the cafe, it will prove, a per-. 
petual fomes of excoriations, ulcers, fiftulas, glects, warts, con-. 
dylomata, polypi. Whether the gonorrhea, {welled tefticles, or, 
buboes, ever arife from the poifon being depofited there from. 
the mafs, is with me, for want of authenticated facis, fill a, 
matter of doubt, as I mentioned above, 

6. Inthe skin : Copper-coloured {pats, tetters, fcabs, ef peci-. 
ally on the margin of the {calp, or in the beard ; a fcald head, 
or tinea; and-when the difeafe-is very inveterate, it fometimes, 
though feldom, produces a kind of leprofy over the whole fur- 
face of the body ; a corruption of the nails, and uleers of the, 


moft malignant kind, in different parts of the body-. 


3 In the bones: Either the moft painful and excruciating, 
{wellings, commonly-cailed topdi exofiofes, ec.eSpecially troun 
blefome at night when the patient.grows warm in bed ; or an 
ulceration in their external, or a corruption of theyr internal 
subftance, difeafes known by the name of caries and [pina vento-. 
fa. _ The bones moft liable to be affe@ed by this difeafe, are. 
thofe which are not covered with mufcles, as the tibia, the ra~. 
dius, theelbow, the proceffus coracoideus, the flernum, the os, 
frontis, and other bones of the head, &c. ay 

8. Sometimes the venereal poifon will produce effe&s, the nae 
ture of which is fo concealed, that they feem rather owing ta 
fome other caufe. Such are pains in feveral parts of the body 
vefembling thofe of the rheumatifm; pains in the articulations, 
refembling the gout; white {welling ; nervous or heétic fevers; 
¢onfumptions of the lungs, or, fimple emaciation without any ap- 
Ae vice in any vifcus of the body..—— Thefe fymptoms, 
have by phyficians obtained the name of morbi veneret /arvati. 

9. Sometimes the lues is really combined with other diforders, 
fuch as the fea-fcurvy, intermittent fevers, confumptions, &c. 


Thefe are called morbi venerei complicati, and deferve the ut- _ 
‘noft attention of the praditioner ; becaufe the fuccefs of the 


cure will often in a great meafure depend on the accurate 
knowledge and diftin@ion of thefe complaints. 


- The fpecific remedy now generally applied for all kinds of 


venereal diforders, ig mercury in its different preparations:——_ 
ae | | Though 


ee 
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Phough there are perhaps remedies of the vegetable kingdom, 
equally powerful as mercury to cure the venereal difeafe in all 
its ftages, they being either unknown o1 difficult to be got, are 
neglected. Mercury is made ufe of, not only on account of its 
fpecific.power againfl this diforder, bur becaufe it is a remedy 
which is cheap, eafily to be got, and quick and certain in its 
effects ; in the fame manner, though we can cure agues by other 
remedies, we employ now-a-days feldom any thing elfe but the - 
Hewivian backs 2 6 
Several hypothefes have been. advancedin order to explain the 
manner in which mercury producesthofe powerful effects. None 
of them are founded on real‘fads ; allof them are therefore little 
f{atisfactory. Some fay mercury ads by its metallic weight, 
others by its aftringent quality, others by its power of promot- 
ing all kinds of excretions, and.foon. If thofe writers had on- 
ly confidered, that fometimes two or three grains of mercury 
brought into the mafs, make the moft violent venereal fymp- 
toms difappear, I think they would have never had recourfe to 
fuch an explication. Perhaps, if there was an.cpinion to be 
advanced about this matter, chemiftry could afford us a mora 
reafonableand fatisfa@ory theory, by fuppofing that mercury has 
a peculiar attragtive power, or what is commonly called a che- 
mical affinity, to the venereal poifon, by means of which, 
wherever it meets with that poifon, it readily unites, and forms 
a kind of compound withit, which now has no longer any of 
the qualities which either of the fubflances had before the union; 
and therefore the effe@ produced by the poifon muff, in themo= 
ment that union takes place, unavoidably ceafe, and the patient 
find himfelf either relieved, or, if the poifon has been faturatced 
with a fufficient quantity of mercury, be radically cured. By 
this theory we wouldperhapsbe more able not only to account 
for a few grains of mercury relieving fometimes the moft excruci- 
ating venereal pains ofthe bones, but alfo why mercury taken 
internally removes venereal ulcers, without any external appli- 
cation, &c. It would further feem probable from thefe effeds, 
that mercury has a greater chemical attradion to the venereal 
oifon, than it hastoany acid; and that, givenin any of its fa- 
fe preparations, wherever it meets with that poifon, it leaves 
immediately the acid with which it was combined, and unices — 
with the poifon. Icould fupport this opinion, perhaps, if I 
added, that mercury cures the venereal difeafe the eafier and 
fooner the more minutely it is divided; that, in order to pro- 
duce the defired effect, it is always neceffary that it be abforbed 
into the mafs ; but that it never cures the venereal complaints 
though abforbed into the mafs, if not carried in fufficient quan- 
tity to the place or part affe@ed. In this manner we could per- 
haps eafier explain why it often cures the venereal diforder with- 
Que 
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out any fenfible increafe of any of the different fecretions or exe. 
€retions of the body ; and why, if it produces purging, immo-- 
derate {weating, or falivation, it very ofien leaves the venereal. 
difeafe uncured behind. But though wecould thus refolve all; 
thefe different queftions in a. more fatisfa@ory. manner, I muft 

confefs that this theory. is as little as the former founded on any. 
teal fact, but on mere conjeciures ; and therefore, as long as it, 
temains in this flate, iris equally ufelefs as all other hypothefes. 
in the practice of phyfic, where it may be fufficient: for us to. 
know the {pecific remedy to cure the diforder, without being. 
acquainted how it produces its effects, though fuch a knowledge, 
couldit be attained, would lead undoubtedly to great improye=- 
ments in curing thofe complaints*.. : 


Method of Cures. 


tx the patient be flrong enough to bear the immediate ufe of: 
mercury, I begin generally, by giving him a purgative ; and the_ 
next day I let him bathe ina warm bath, made of a decoétion of 
bran, or of fimple foft water. In this. bath, the warmth of, 
which fhould be determined by, the agreeable feeling of the pati- - 
ent, he ought to fit for half an hour or an hour’s time; during 
the latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gently all over. 
witha flefh brufh, or a piece of flannel. Coming out of the 
bath he may take a glafs of good wine, if his circumftances will 
' admit tt, and then go. to bed. By thefe means the skin will be 
well cleanfed, and be better fitted for tranfmitting the perfpira-_ 
tion. If he is plethoric, or accuftomed to bleeding, venefedion., 
may be proper and ufeful, previous to his beginning the ufe of, 
mercury. | 
With regard to the feveral mercurial preparations, I thall {peak.. 
hereafter. We fkould only be carefuland attentive to obferve 
whether the mercurial courfe agrees, at firfl, with the patient 5. 
and if it dees not agree, without hefitation change it. Thofe- 
patients who willnot bear friGions, bear fometimes very readily 
the inreraal ufe of crude mercury or its faline preparations, and 
vice verfa. Others who will not bear mercury internally, will 
bear the friGions, or fometimes will not bear one mercurial pre- 
paration, while they bear anether. Some will bear them more. 
eafily in pills, othersin powder, or diffolved in fome liquid. To. 
thofe whofe conititution,circumftances or choice are againft mer- 
curial friGions, we may give Plenck’s folution of mercury in 
gum arabic, made into pills: they agree with moft ftomachs, | 
hes cae ne even 
* Thole of my readers who wish to be more fully inftruded about the ope= 
yatron andufe of mercury, Imuft refer to Dr, Duncan's Obfervations.on tag, . 
Sulj2Q, pwoiashed at Edinburgh, : Te — ee 
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“éven fuch as fometimes can bear no other mercurial preparation ; 
‘or, according to circumitances, crude mercury fubdued with 
‘conferve of rofes, or conferva cardiaca, calomel prepared ac— 
‘eording to Mr. Scheele’s dire@ion, and the hydragyrum niteatum 
cinereum, or pulvis mercurii cinereus of the new Edinburgh 
Pharmacopeeia,are the mildeft and perhaps moft fuitable prepara 
tions for thofe ftomachs which are not able to bear any other fa— 
ine mercurial preparation. Mercury rubbed down with fugar= 
‘candy, orcalcined mercury mixed with opium, may fometinnes, 
‘according to circumftances, be very advantageous ; but, as ¥ 
have mentioned before, great judgment and attention are ré~- 
‘quired in adminifering thofe medicines, as well as with regard 
todiet, bathiag, &c. which it is impoflible to enter into. a mi- 
nute detail of any particular circumflance. The foliowing rules, 
“however, befides thofe to be mentioned below under the head of 
Mercurial Preparations, may ferve as general ones. 
_ The patient whom we undertake to ‘cure of the lues, ent 
‘have fufficient frength tobear the ufe of mercury ; and neithes 
be affected with any nervous, putrid, hedic, or inflammatory 
fever, nor with fea-fcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or pan+ 
grenous ulcers. In all thefe cafes, I have conftantly obferned 
‘mercury not only prove hurtful, but in fome inflances, where 
its ufe was infifted upon, even fatal to the patient. Thofe sed 
orders, ifpoflible, thould therefore be previoufly removed ; 
ifthe venereal fymptoms prevailfo much, that they make ao 
immediate ufe of mercury indifpenfably neceffary, proper medi 
cines ought to be conjoined with mercury. 

For reftoring a proper degree of Arength and vigour, an ‘he althe. 
ful country air is one of the firf requifites; then affes or cows 
milk as it comes from tHe animal; or, what in fome inftdhces F 

- have found far beiter for patients in eafy circumitances, a flrong. 
healthy country wet-nurfe, whom the patient may fuck him 
felt; orifhe finds this difagreeable, (or too dangerous), the 
breaft of the woman may be drawn with a proper inftrument, and 
the patient fhould drink the milk immediately ¢ this mk is the 
greateft firengthener! know of, for debilicated patients. Hite 
diet may otherwife confit of light puddings ; tender meat of mics ; 
dle-aged animals of all kinds, not too far, efpecially roafted ; and 
at dinner, if he likes good trong beer (or porter), he may drink 
it ; otherwife a few glaffes of good and genuine Spanith Ham- 
garian wine will beufeful. ‘Moderate exercife of any kind, and 
occafionally frictions of the whole body, will greatly afif the — 
above regimen. As for medicines, he fhould in general take 
hone ; or, if their ufe fhouldbe abfolutely neceffary, or if whe 
patient defiresany, {mall dofes of the be® Peruvian bark, findly 
powderedin fubflance, or mixed with genuine old hock, I hate 
found excellent. If the paticnt be yery low, a tinciure made of 
ea 
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iron diffolved in vitriolic eather, I have found fuperior to any 
‘othe: medicine. Thecold bath will be fomerimes ufeful, buc at 
other times very improper. This, with cheerful company, and 
avoiding venery or nocturnal pollutions, will greatly contribute 
to recover the ftrength neceflary for enabling the patient to bear 
the ufe of mercury. I fhall, however, make one remark more 
here, which, as farasI Know, has not been taken notice of by 
any former writer on this fubje@, that weaknefs, low-fpirited= 
nefs, and anaphrodyfia, are fometimes the immediate effe@s of 
the venereal virus lurking inthe body, aad in that cafe I have 
found mercury to be the belt ftrengthener ; I have feen people in 
that flate gain fo much ftrength in eight or ten days, from the 
mirals ufe of voy als that they were moft agreeably furpri= 
During the ufe of neroury; a mixed diet of vegetables and ani~ 
mals, as ‘the muft aatural to mankind, is proper; avoiding fat, 
hard, indigeitible food. Acids willfometimes caufe a griping or 
, purging, under a-courfe of mercury : where that happens, they 
fhould beavoided.. Art table, the moderate ufe of wine cannot 
be hurtful. As toporter, or any other kind of beer, it does nor 
agree withall (tomachs under a mercurial courfe ; where it does, 
I fee noreafon why it may not be moderately indulged, and I 
never faw in thofe circumftances any harm from it. But what I. 
principally infift upon, is, that the patiear fhould go early #0 
bed: indulging fleep is rather ferviceable during a mercurial 
courfe. Moderate exercife on foot, in a chaife, or on horfeback, 
if the air be warm and dry, I found always more ufeful, than 
to confine himtohis room. Butif the weather be moiff or very 
cold, it will bedaferto flay at home. Night air is particularly 
dangerous; for it isin general cold and “damp, and fhould be 
therefore, by every patient under a mercurial courfe, moft care- 
fully avoided. I have known feveral inflances, where venereal — 
patients, during the ufe of mercury, through inattention to this 
poinc, have ruined their health and conftitution for many years, 
oreven for life, Whce-e the patient’s bufinefs or circumfances 
of life abfolutely obli, him to go out in very cold or damp 
weather, he fhould never do it without being warm cloathed, 
and wearing a flannel or callico waiftcoat under his fhirt, and a 
pair. of good warm woollen ftockings. 3 
Thus we proceed with the ufe of mercury, if no peculiar 
fymptoms prevent it: letthe patient bathe once or twice a-week 
in a warm bath, if his conftitution is ftrong enough ; weak and — 
relaxed habits will not admit of this. But wherever he per-_ 
ceives a naufeous tafte in the mouth like copper, flinking breath, 
fwelling of the gums, the teeth feeling as if they were fet on 
edge, a larger fecretion of faliva or fpitting thancommon, mer- 


eury fhould beimmediately left of for {ome days, a warm ee : 
am 


a 


f 
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‘and fri@ions with the flefh-brufh to be ufed, agentle phyfic to 
fetaken and occafionally repeated, and cold moift air in thofe 
‘circumftances to be moft carefully avoided. If under the ufe of 
mhercury fymptoms of a generalirritation appear, ir ought to be ° 
feft off for fome days, and a dofe of opium to be given in its 
ftead: burif fymptoms of an inflammatory diathefis prevail, 
bleeding will be previoufly neteffary. Thus we continue with 
the ufe of mercury, as I faid above, till thevirus is wholly era- 
dicated, which will be in twenty~fve or thirty days, if the 
difeafe has not been Of long ftanding, and the fymptoms have 
not been very fevere ; but if the difeafe be inveterate, and the 
skin or bones feverely affeGied, ten or twelve weeks will Le 
fometimes neceflary to protiace acomplear and radical cure. —_, 
.. Fokaow whether the lues is radically citred, is a nice poire- 
of pradical judginent ; and ifI fay, that, from a careleffnefs on 
the part of the patient, or from want of knowledge on the part 
of the pra&itidner, with regard to this point, a great many pa- 
tients are unhappy, and fufferers, I advance nothing Bur what 
we fee daily confirmed. If we wete in poffeflion of a remedy, 
which, having the power of rendering the leaft particle of the 
venereal virus concealed in the body adive, and thus enable as to 
difcover its prefence, like as the loadftone difcovers the prefence 
of iron, there woiild be nothing neceflary, but roadaiinifer that 
remedy the moment We think the patient had taken mercury 
énough. Ihave made fomé experiments on this fubje@ ; and f 
have great reafon to believe, thar the conciufion drawn from 
them willbe fatisfaQory : but as ]havener yet a fuffcient num= 
ber of authenticated fads to form fuck a conélufion, ic would be 
premature in Me now to fay more on this fubject. ee 
As foon as the mercury alfe@ts the mouth of the patient; we 
are fure of the moft effential point, viz. of its haying entered the 
gnafs, whichis abfolutely aeceffary for eradicating the poifon . 
lodged there. The difappearing of internal venereal fymptoms,. 
and more fo thdt of the externa! ones is another, not unequivocal 
fign, that the mercury has exerted its dion upon the venereal 
virus. If venereal ulcers which arofe from an infeéted mafs be 

Bin to mend or heal, if pains cr tephufes of the bones begin to 
difappear, &c. under the ufe of mercury, weare fure of its hav— 
ing removed the effects of thé venereal poifon ; but we are not 
yet fure_of its having eradicated entirely every particle of that 

ee ae prefent in thebaody. For this purpofe, we ought re cons 
tinue the fame ufe of mercury for a fertnight or three weeks af 
ter all the venereal fymproms have-entirely difappeared, and? 
| then we may be generally pretty confident that our patient is ray 
dically cured of the diforder. --———1 have obferved in feveral: 
patients who bore the internal ufe of mercury extremely well, ag 
long as the difeafe took place ; iss aes on the moment the poi 
ee | . tow 
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fon was eradicated, they began to naufeate it, which proved to 
be the fandard of their being radically cured. ie ET 

But we mult carefully remark, that though the venereal poi- 
fon had been perfedily eradicated from the mafs, and therefore 
the venereal difeafe been radically cured, there occur many in- 
flances in practice, where exoftofes, knots, or fwellings of the 
bonés, owing their origin to the venereal poifon continue, howe 
ever, all‘ the life through, without any bad confequences; a 
caries of the bones will eften remain, till nature herfelf or affitt- 
ed by art has made the. exfoliation. Venereal excrefcences re- 
maining after a mercurial courfe are to be looked upon as local 
complaints, andto be removed by local remedies. It has been a 
general obfervation, andI havefeea it confirmed in feveral in= 
ftances, that the venereal difeafe yields eafier to a good treatment 
in warm and dry climates and feafons, than in cold and damp 
ones. This ‘is the real reafon that has rendered Montpelier fo fas 
mous for curing the moft obftinate and confirmed lues. This ts 
likewife the reafon that peaple, who are not cured of venereal 
complaints at Peterfburgh, or Stockholm, &c. ave fometimes cu- 
xed when they goto Italy or Portugal ; and for the fame reafon, 


they can bear fometimes mercury there without the leaf incon+ 
venience, till they are perfedly cured, when they could fcarcely - 


bear a few grainsof itincoldor wet countries, without falling 
into an immediate falivation. I have feen feveral flriking in= 


ftances of this kind. This does not arife from peculiar balfamie ~ 


particles in the air of the fouth of France, Italy, or Portugals 


> 


nor from any particular or fuperior skill of the phyficians at 


Montpelier, above thofe of London, Stockholm, &c. as the pa- 
tients often wrongly fuppofe ; but merely becaufe the atmof- 
phere is dry and warm, and fometimes becaufe the formerly ne- 
gleaiful patient becomesnow more careful, and pays more exad& 
attention to the adviceof his phyfician and furgeon. A skilful 
phyfician, however, will be able to put his patient, in any 
country whatfoever, in a ficuation which he finds neceflary for 
curing this complaint, by putting him for fome weeks or months 
in an artificial climate as adequate and effeaual for him as the na- 
tural-warm climate of Montpelier, Naples, or Lifbon.---One 
other circumitance to be attended to is, that patients under a 


mercurial courfe fhould be told of the effects of mercury on gold ; 


fuchasrings, lace, watches, &c. By not attending to this par- 
ticular, difagreeable difeoveries may fometimes be made, which 
female patients.efpecially haye reafon to a oid, 


a 


f 
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On MercurrAL PREPARATIONS in general, 


fy EFORE I enter into the confideration of the different mercue 
-rial preparations the reader will perhaps be pleated to fee a. 
Econ view of all thofe preparations and compounds of, 
mercury hitherto anvented.. Faher tot, ned oo the tollowi ving ta~ 


ble :- 


TABLE of all the different Mercurial Prepara-. 
tions and Compofitions hitherto known 


% 


I, Preparation where the Mercury is fimply purified. 
* Hydrargyrum.purificatums . 


Mercurius crudus purificatus afficinarum. 
Argentum vivum purificatum. Pharm. London. _ 
Anglis. Quickfilver, crude purified mercury ; Germania, 
Reines quéckfilber.; Gallis, Mercure pure. 


il; Preparations in which the Mercury is only divided. 
1. By gums or mucilages; fuch asgum arabic, tragacanth, &ca _ 


* Hydrargyrum gummofim. 
Mercurius gummofus of Pleack (the inventor). 


ComPosiTA. 
* Philule ex hydrargyro.gummofo. 
Pilulz ex mercurio gummofo. Plenck. Pharm. Chire - 
Solutio mereurialis gummofa. Ibid. _ : 
Mixtura mercurialis. Pharm. Nofcom. Sti Georgii. 
Potio mercurialis. Difpenfatorii Novi Brunfwienjis. 
Lac mercuriale. Plenck, 

. **Syrupus hydrargyri. Pharmac. Suec. 

23 3 By refins or balfams ; {uch as turpentine, balfamum copais. 

Vay Xe - 


Hydrargyrum.terebinthinatum, &c. 


CoMPOSITA. 
* Pilule ex hydrargyro. terebinthinates 
Pilule mercuriales. L. 
Pilule mercuriales lazantes. GG». 
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Pilule mercuriales fialagoge. Pharm. Vanice 
Injectio mercurialis. Pharm. Edinb. Pauperugn, , 


3. By fuet or vegetable oils ; fuch as hog’ s-lard, goole-fat, 
.? or butter of cocoa nuts, 


he = Hydi argyrum un guinofiurns 


* Unguentum hydrargyri. 
Unguentum ex hydrargyro ceruleum. E. 
Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neopolitan ums 
Pharmac. A ufir: iaco-Previacialis. a 
ComMPOSTTA, 
' @ Unguentum ceeruleum fortius, db 
~ Unguentum ceeruleum mitius. LL, 
| Unguentum mercuriale. De 
b Caratum mercuriale. Le ~ 
g Emplafirem mercuriale. O, 
‘Emplaftrum exhydrargyro.  E. 
Emplaftrum ex gummi ammoriaco cum mercurio. LE; 
Emplaftrum commune cum mercuiio. L. o% 
Emplaftrum de ranis, cummercurio. A, 


4: By calcareous earth ; fuch as chalk, chelz cancrorum, &c. 


Mercurius alkalifatus. E. 
Pulvis mercurialis. ow 


UI. Preparations where the Mercury is calcined by heat and air, 


* Hydrargyrum calcinatum,. 
Mercurius calcinatus. L. S. 
Mercurius precipitat ts perfe. E, . 


: ComMPoSITA. 
| * Pilule ex hydrargyro calcinato. 


Pilule fyphilitice. Pharm. Nofoc.Sti Thomeey, ; 
Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato. G, 
Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato anodynz. G. 


iV. Preparations where the Mercury i is partly divided and parts. 
ty diff olved, 


a. By fugar-candy, or faccharine aia es 3 fuch ascon= _ 
ferva rofaruim, cynofbati, ee, 


+ Sascharumn hy ydtargyratums 


s : Com- 
) . uw aus ee! 
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ComposiTA. 
“ * Bolus ex hydrargyro faccharates, 
Bolusceeruleus. Th. : 
Bolus merc urialis. Ge 


2. By honey. 
* Mel Aydrargyratums 


ComposiTA. 
Pilule Rihionice: Es 
Pilule mercultalespurgantes. E. Paup. 
Pilulz Bellofti. 


8: Mercury combined with fulphur, (flowers. of brimflone). 


+ Hydrargyrum fulphuratum. 
- a. By a fimple trituration or fufion. 
“ Hydrargyruin fulphuratum nigrum. 
#£thiops mineralis, OQ, 


Be sennns TA. 
Pulvis Athiopicus. G. 
b. By fublimation. 
* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum rubrnim. 
Cinnabaris faGitia, feu artificialis. OQ. 


ComposiTa. . 
Pulvis aatily fi us Sinenfis. O. 


4 Mercury combined with fulphur of antimony: 


a. By fimple trituration. 
* Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nigrum, 
fithiops antimonialis. O. 


CoMPosiTA. 
— Pilule Exhiopice. E. D. 
b. By fublimation. | 
) 3 Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum rubrum, 
Cinnabatis antimonii. QO. 


Com POSTTA. 
Bolus Cianabarinus. G. 


g. Mercury combined with f ulphur by precipitation: 
See: forwardunder the Preparations with the Acid of Vitriolic. J 


V- 
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cv. Preparations where Mercury is reduced to the form of 4 


a metallic falt or calx, by acids, 

a. Acid offuer. 2. Acid of common falt. 3. Acid of 
fugar. 4. Acid of amber. ‘5. Acid of arfenic. 6._ 
Acid of wood-forrel. 7. Acid ef phofphorus. 8. Acid. 
of vitriol. 9. Acid of fugarof milk. 10. Acid of 
tartar. 11. Acid of citron or lemon. 12. Acid of ni-. 
tre. 13. Acid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of vinegar. 
1g. Acid of borax. 16. Acid of Berlin blue. 19, 
Aerial acid. ae 


«. Mercury combined with acid of fuet (acidum febi), 


Hydrargyrum febinum. 
2. Mercury combined with the muriatic acid ; or acid ofc com. 
mon falt. 


*a. Hydrargyrum muriatum., — 

: a By fublimation,. 

* Hydrargyrum muriatuin fortius See 
by precipitation... 

Mercurius fublimatus corrofivus. O. 
Mercurius fublimatus albus. O.- 
Mercurius corrofivus albus. S§. L. 
Mercurius corrofiyus via humida paratus. Mounet.. 


ComMPpostTA. 7 
Solutio fublimati {pirituofa of Yan Siieten. 
Solutio mercurii fublimati corrofivi. E. 
Mixtura mercurialis. §. 
Mercuriusfublimatus folutus. G. 
* Solutio hydrargyri faliti fortioris aquofa. 
Pilule e mercurio coetrofivo alba. S. ; 
—Lotio fyphilitica flava, (lotio ew hydrargyro muriato. 
fortiori). : 
Aqua phagedenica. On 
Liquor mercurialis.. A. 
Lotio mercurialis, TA. 
Solutia fublimati balfamica, Plenck. 
* Liquor ad condylomata. 
Aqua coftica pro condolymatibus. Plenck., 


b. Calx hydrargysi mvriata ; i. ¢. the calx of mercury 
_ united with fome muriatic acid. 


By fublimation: | 





Mair 
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_ Hydrargyrum whuriatiim ‘jnitias. 


% 


Mercurius dulcis (fublimatione paratiis). @» 


Mercurius dulcis fublimatus. 


~Calomel feu calemelas. L. 

- Aquilaalba. — 

Padacea metenriaie. 62 
Mercurius dulcis lunaris. Schroeder 


“CoMPOSITA, 


Bolus rmescielalis: E. 

Bolus jalappe cum mercurio. Ibid. 
Bolus rhei cum mercurio. es 
Pilulz calomelanos. G. 

Pilule plummeri. E. 


“Pilule alterantes plummeri. oO. 


Pilula depurans. Th». 

Pulvis plummeri. O. | 
Pilulale mercuriales purgantes. A. 
Pilulz catarrhales purgantes. D. 
Pilule laxantes cum mercurie. did. 
Pulvis e fcammoni cum mercurio. Th. 


Lotio fyphilitica nigra, ciate ex _ Ayprarggre rhuriats 


By precipitation. 


a. From its folution in nitrous acid by common fals. 


mitiori). 


Lotio mercuriahs. G. « 
ry 


* Calx hydrargyri matriata Schcelii. 


Mercurius precipitatus dulcis of Scheele, (the inventor). 


b. From its folution in muriatic acid-by vegetable alkali. 


Co 


d. 


€e 


Mercurius precipitatus albus. L. 
Mercurius przcipitatus albus. 


Mercurius precipitatatus albus. E. 


From its folution in muriatic acid by copper. 


Mercurius prxcipitatus veridis. FE. 


From its folution in muriatic acid by mincen! alkalis 


From its folution in muriatic acid by volatile alkali. 


Dr. Ward’s white drop, ox mercury precipitated Frows 


its folurioa in nitrous acid and re-diffolyed by ‘ae 


ammoniac. 


CoMPOsITA. a 


Unguentum ¢ mercurio pr&cipitate, Ls 


Line 
» 
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Lini ‘imentum mercuriale, E. Paup. | \ 


a » With the acid of foyer. | 
a Hy deangyrstcat acchatatum. Bérgman: » 





ge With the acidof amber. Se 
Hydrargyram fuccinatum. Bergmar. 


ye With the aéid ‘of arfenic. - : ee, 
Hydrargyrum arfenicatum. Bergmvat. 


G. With the ac cid of wood- forrel, (oxalis dcetofella Liane! 3 
Hydrargyram oxalinum. a ae 


9. With phof phoric acid. . , 
| ten! Sait Shioftshorstunie Bergman 


By precipitation from its folution ia the nitrous acid by 
recent urine. = 
Rofa mineralis. O2 


3. With thevitridlicacid. - 
* 9 Hydrate: yram vitriolaturt. 


Vitrioliim mercurii. O. 
.  Oleom tre**arii. 0. 
b. Calx Aydrargyri vitriolata (flava): 
Turpethum minerale. OQ. 
Mercurius emeticus flavus. L. 
Mercurius flavus.. E. 
Mercurius precipitatus luteus. 'D: 
Turpethum nigrum. O. | 
@. Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous dcid 
= _ by hepar fulphuris or hepar calcis. 


s 


| Mercurius przcipitatus niger. O- 
' g: With theacid of fugar of milk: 
3 40. With the acid of rartar: : - 
| a. Hydrargyrum tartarifarcum. Bergman: 
b. With purified tartar,{commonly called cream of tartar; 
(veg. alkali fuperfaturated with the acid of tartar). 

* ‘Tartarus hydrargyratus, 

‘Terre feuilletee mercurielle of Dr. Preflavin, (the 

inventor). 


€: Mercury precipitated from its folution jn nitrous 
ile by the acid of tartare 


x she 
Se 
= ag 
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% Calx hydrargyri tartarifata flava; vulgo, Pulvis Con~ 
ftantinus. _ 
d, Metcary precipitated from its folution ia muriatic and 
tartarous acid by fixed vegetable alkali. 
* Cale hydrargyri tartarifata alba; vulgo, Palvis argen= 
Teus. ~ ‘ 





kr. With the acid of citrom 


Hydrargyrum citratrum. Bergman. 


42. With the acid of nitre. 
* Hydrargyram nitratum, 
A. Simply diffolved. 


* Acidem nitri hydr: rey raturts 
Soluio mercurii. EF. 

ComposirA. eee 
Unguentum citrinum. E. A. $? 


B. Evaporated and calcined by fire. 


* Calz Hydrargyri nitratiritbra.  . 
Mercuriits corrofivus ruber. °.L. Es 
Mercurius precipitatus ruber. Qe 
Pulvis principis. 0. 

Mercurius corallinus. L. 
Mercurius tricolor. OQ. 
Panacea mercurii. O. O. 
Arcanum corallinum, 
‘Panacea mercurii rubra. OQ. 


ComPosita. : * 
Balfamus metcurialis. Pleack. 
Unguentum ophthalmicum. St. Yves, : 
Balfamum ophthalmicum rubrum. De 
Unguentum precipiteenm. G. . eG 
Uoguentum ad lippitucinem. Th. . 
+» Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. .D. 
Unguentum pomatumrubrum. D. 


€. Precipitated from its folution in nitrous acids 
a. By volatile alkali. | | ee, 
i Hy grange nitratum cinereum. 
Pulvis mercurii cinereus. -E; 
Zurpethum album. OQ, 


| Bercurtus 
Mm ; 
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Mercurius pracipitatus dulcis.. ei ‘ 


Me boaen, : 
Vegetable fytups 
Syrup de Bellet. 


b. By vinous volatile alkali, ( tpl tidus falis atamoniaca vi= 
nofus.) — 
, Turpethum nigrum. 
Mercurius precipitatus i ak 


c By fixt vegetable alkali. : ce 
Mercurius pe Pita fufcus. Wurtz 


ad. By coppers. faa 
“Mercurias precipitatus viridis. B, 


13. With the acid of fpar, (fluor mineralis.) 
. Hydrargytum fluoratum. Bergman. ; : 
14+ Withthe acid of vinegar.. : 
* Hydrargyrum acetatum. Bergmars : é 


ComPosiTAs — 
Troches or pills of Keyfer. 
tg. With the acidcel bos He ) 
Hydrargyrum boraxatum. Bergma# 
16. With the acid of Berlinbues 


17. With theaerial acid, (fixtair.) 
Hydrargyrum aeratum. Bergman. 

















. Most. of the different mercurial preparations mentioned in thé - 
* foregoing table, have beezwecommended at different times, by’ 
different chemifts and practitioners, for curing the venereal dif- 
eafe. We fkall confine ourfelves.to the confideration of thofe 
marked with an afterisk, fince they are principally | employed — 
now, which have either maintained their reputation from their 
frit oa on into pra@ice, or which were difcovered in our 
times, and fegm te poffefs fuch qualities as will entitle them to 
‘the fame pre: dicament. 
They are fhortly as follow : 
Mercury in its crude flate tubbed Ane or, as it ig commons 
» dy called, extinguijied or killed, with fat or oils, with gum ara- 
bic turpentine, conferve of Foteee &¢e.---In a more diffolvec 
fate criturated with fugar- ens which I think Props called’ 
: r | ae : 
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faccharum hydrargyratum.--- United with fulphur under the 
fame of cinnabar, for fumigations.---The metal calcined by it-. 
f{elf, and thence called Aydrargyrtm calcinatyum. | 
"Mercury. diffolved. by different acids, and united with them. 
into a metallic falt, or precipitated from them in the form of a 
* more or lefs acrid calx. Such,. , 
With the muriatic acid: The corrofive fublimate, which I 
gave in the table the more adequate name of Aydrargyrum mitri- 
eatum fortius, in order to diftingwifh it as well from- calomel or 
mercurius dulcis, which Icalled Aydrargyrum muriatuin miti-— 
us; as from the mercuriys dulcis prepared by precipitation, ac-. 
cording to the invention of Mr. Scheele, which 1 named calx hy~ . 
drargyri. mitriata Scheelii.. : 3 
With the acid of vitriol: Therurpeth mineral, or mercurius. 
emeticus, or precipitatus flavus, (calx hydrargyri vitriolata), 
With the acid of tartar: The Aydrargyrum tartarifatum, 
which ought to be diftinguifhed from whatI call the Tarterus . 
_hydrargyratus, or terre fewillettee mercurielle of Dr. Preffavin | 
of Paris, which is a combination of mercury with .purified tar-. 
‘tar, (cream of tartar). | a 
With the acid of nitre : The Aydrargyrum nitratum io a cila-- 
ted fimple folution, or in a more folidform, asin the fyrup de . 
Bellet and unguentum citrinum, The pulvis mercurii cinereus 
ef.the new Edinburgh Pharmacopeejia 5; where the meicury dif- 
_ folved in nitrous acid is.precipitated by volatile alkali, however, 
not quite deprived of.the acid, and therefore properly calicd Ai =. 
drargyrum nitratum cinereum., Dr. Wards white drop, whire 
the mercury diffolved in the fame acid is precipitated and re-dif- | 
folved by means of fal’”ammoniac. The hydrargyrum nitiaitur 
rubrum, improperly called red precipitate, where the, metal af- 
ter being diflolved tn this acid, ts expofed to a certain degree of 5 
fire, whereby it acquiresthe colour. And laflly, ee ee 
With the acid of, vinegar : Hydrargyrum acetatum, known - 
under the name of Keyfer’s pills, or troches ; where the tmercu= . 
ry after having undergone a long-continued trituration, is thege- 
by fitted to unite with -this acid... 2. ee 
All thefe different preparations are applied in various forms, 
fuch as powders, pills, boluves, folutions, lotions, injcttiows, 
ointments, &c. fome of them for external, but by far the-great- : 
eft number for Jatermalufe. In general, it is to be. obfeyved, 
that all faline mercurial preparations aie the {afer and betrcr, tha 
more figely they are levigated, 7 ; a 
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On MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS-~i2 particular. 


— I, Oy Marcurray Frictions. 


» F all the different methods hitherto difcovered for curing the 
~ venereal difeafe, thar by mercurial fridions is perhaps the. 
moft efficacious, as wellas the fafeft and mildeft. The appli- 
cation ci mercury in this way, however, as indeed the ufe of 
mercurials in general, requires often confiderable skill and at— 
zention on the part of the praétitioner, as well as a very firid 
compliance and obfervation of regimen on that of the patient, 
tn order to produce the defired effec in the fpeedieft manner.-~== ' 
Such is the cifference of conftitutions, that fome perfons will be. 
wore affected by a few fridtions than others, feemingly in the ve-. 
ry fame circumftances, by twenty or thirty : and if more mer-\ 
cury is rubbed on the former with a view to increafe the effea, 
infiead of this, we run the risk of bringing on very difagreeable 
fymptoms, fuch as falivation, vertigo, feverifh heat, trembling — 
of the extremities, and chronic violent pains in the articulati, 
ons. : : . ae 
When fiiGions have their proper effea, the ufe of them is not, 
attended with any bad fymptoms s the patient is eafily cured. 
without fuffering much in the time, or without finding himfelf 
much weakened afterwards.---Moft people have their fymp= 
toms in fome meafure relieved by four or fix fridions ; though 
fometimes fourteen or fifteen are required to produce this effect. — 
- The mercury employed for this purpofe ought to be yery. — 
pure ; and as practitioners cannot be affured of the purity of — 
what isfoldin the fhops, they ought to purify it themfelyes.—-- 
Moftof cur mercury comes from Idria, and paffes through the _ 
hands of the Dutch, by whom it is not unfrequently adulterated. — 
vith heterogeneous fubfances, without any diminution of its 
fluidity or metallic f{plendor: but no phyfician who has the. 
fafety of his patient at heart ought ever to employ quickfilver, | 
either externally or internally, Without a certainty of its being 
perfealy pure ; for, by making ufe of the metal in an impure —— 
flate, he may not only be difappointed in the effects he expeGed, 
but it may prove hurtful to the patient. | a 
This being the cafe, the reader, L-hope, will excufe the fol- _ 
lowing digreflion : oS | je 
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Remarks upon the Adulteration and Purification of Mercury. 


Quickfilver is found in mings, either Datiye, in which flate ig 
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ig called meréurius vergineus ; or mineralifed, when if obraing 
the name of ore, from which it is afterwards feparated, by dif- 
tillation. : & 
The ores of mercury are of different kinds and forms, The. 
- Rative cinnabar, however, is the kind which contains the greats, 
eft quantity of quickfilyer. Alshough many recommend the naw: 
tive cinnabar for a remedy, it isa matter of fa@, that it is of- 
‘ten impure from admixed heterogencous particles. It is, there- 
fore, running a risk to employ native cinnabar, efpecially jog 
‘internal ufe. Thoughit is fometimes more beautiful in its co- 
Jour than the artificial, we may always depend with more fafety. 
upon the latter, if irbe only well prepared. | : 
The mercery being in the cinnibar, or cther ores of mercury, 
generally mineralifed by fulphur, or at leaf concealed under it, 
the procefs to feparate itfrom thefulphur coafifis herein, that a 
fubftance be united wirh mercurial oreswhich has a greater a‘~ 
“finity with the fulphur thaa with mercury ; fuch fubftances, for 
example, are alkaline falts, calcareous earth, iron, fcoria ferri, 
ac. If, therefore, one or other of the jul mentioned fubfences 
(of which, however, always the cheapeft is chofen) be mixed 
with the ore of mercury, and expofed to diftillation, this fub- 
-ftance will unite with the fulphur, and the quickfilver, being 
thereby fet at liberty, will go over, in its metallic flate, in the 
form of vapours into the recipient. 
A bad cuftom has, alas! arifen from interefled motives, viz. 
to adulterate mercury with lead, qyith which it readily unites. 
- This adulteration is accomplifhed the more eafily, if combines 
with fome bifmuth; becaufe the amalgam thus produced is 
‘much more fluid, and retains much better the metallic fhilvery 
folendor of mercury. It is thence evident, that the colour and 
_fplendor of quickfilver are not always certain charaéterifiics of 
its purity ; and the purification of mercury, by preffing it thro’ 
a leather bag, is by no means to be depended upon, becaufe the 
amalgam made of quickfilver, lead, and bifmuth, is often fo per- 
fe&, that though even the fourth part of the whole mafs conf#fis 
of lead and bifmuth, very little however of thefe heterogeneous 
fubfiances will remain behind in the leather bag. 

The only fure means to purify quickfilver is diftillation 3 for 
which purpofe, fome think, iron veffcls are beft fitted, iron be- 
ing the only metal whofe union mercury refufes, and there be- 
ing no fear thatiron veffels are defiroyed by the procefs as there 
is with regard to thofe made of glafs. To make ufe of iron vef- 
fels is the more advifeable, becaufe the mercury expands very 
much during the operation, by which means glafs vcffels are- 
eafily broken. The higher mercury may be driven before it de- 
fcends again, the betterit is, becaufe by thefe means the particles 
os ead cannot fo cafily becaricd with it. The vellel for this 
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qperation may. be an ixon pot, wich a long iron neek like the bar=_ 

rel of a musket, But i in order to condenfe the better and cafi jel 

the. mercury rifing in the form of yapours, the end of that tube. 

bended downwards, fhould be immerfed.in vinegar.one or two 

- Inches deep. Ail the mercury is, by:this method, not.only i te 

tained without lofs, and the operator. is expofed to.no danger, 
bur the rifing mercury will. be alfo perfedly, freed, and purified - 
from all-particles of.lead and bifmuth which might poffibly,, have 
gone over withis, the quickfilver being infoluble in it. The. 
charaGiers, t thezefore, of pure quickfiiver, are :.2. 7 That i it: forms _ 
globules when poured upon ‘wood, which always retain. asphe~ 

a wcal form, and never aye drawn into length likea thread or ling. - 

; g. That it be nor covered withacuticle, but.be fhining. 3. That. 

- when rubbed with water, the water become blackith or foul. 

4 Vinegar Hpped or digefted with it, fhould het acquire 2. 

fwreet tale. oe Put in an iron fpoonoves. the fie, it mufteva-_ 

porate entirely without leaving any thing behind. 

Lhe mercurial ointment. is generally prepared by. extinguih- ; 
ng, Or, as it is commonly. called, killing the mercury with hogs- 
lard and turpentine. ‘Phe preparation. of. the ointment in this . 
manner is very exceptionable 3 it. will foen. produce, in many. 
perfons whofe skin is tender, pufl eg of an inflammatory kind, 

| which are very painful, and prevent the continvation of the fric~ ” 

2 tions.-~-A more proper method therefore of preparing mercurial. 

- ointment for this purpots, is by triturating the purified metal. 
with freth hogs-lard, repeatedly wathed and cleaned for feveral , : 
days with pure waters: without the addition of any turpentine. 
The trituration ef the ointment muft be continued for rwoheurs, 
even afcer all the globules of mercury hayedifappeared, in order. 
to be certain of the moft perfea@ divifion. It muft then be kepr 
in a cokg place, not only to avoid its growing rancid, but alfo. 

#0 prevent itsmelting, which would produce a feparation and 
fubfequent precipitation of the metal from the hogs-lard to the | 
_pbottom of the vefel. 3 

: 3 Bur, notwithilanding this precaution, we very often, meer. — 

with patients whofe skin feems to be fo extremely irritable, that 

a they will not bear the application of the ointment. even when 

prepared according to the method juf& mentioned. The great 

propénfity of the hog’s-lard to grow rancid, efpecially in bot 

: feafons and warm climates, contributes greatly to eccafion this — 

troublefome irritability. In fuch circumftances it will be pro- 

per either to mix with the above ointment, a {mall quantity of — 
the ointment of liquorice recently prepared, or t® prepare the 
ointment entirely of mercury, andthe butyraceous oil obtained ; 
from cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water ; orto make ule, in« | 
ftead of ointment, of quic RGilver divided by the mucilage of gum 
arabic. Thuis, indeed, the procels | is sondered more Meubles. 
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%érd eepenfive’; but the praQitioner Who withes to render the cure 
“eafy and agreeable to his patient, will readily fubmit ro“incen. 
weniencies ofthiskind. =. ae a 
By this method we may effectually prevent the pruritus and 
“pultules proceeding from any of the caufes above-meationed, ef- 
‘pecially ifat rhe fame time the place wherethe ointment is to bs 
“gubbed in be previoufly faved, and teo harfh rubbing with thé 
handin the beginning be avoided. For fometimes fuch puftulas 
feem to originate from the hair being violently moved in oppolite 
‘dire@ions, which, by thefe means, will be eafily prevented. 
_ Thé principal obje@s after the application of mercurial frie+ 
‘tions has been fixed upon, dught to be, 1/t, to difpofe the placa 
into which the cintmient is to be rubbed for the abforption of the 
‘mercury ; and, 2d/y, To difpefe the furface of the bady 1 
tranfmitthe metal through its pores, after it has produced the 
Gefired efeGs in the fyftem, as {peedily as pollible, and thus 
prevent falivating, purging, or ite fettling in the bones or any 
of the cavities of the body. For thefe purpofes, it will be al- 
 §ways advifeable to prefcribe, before we begin the fridions, a 
purgative, and to order the patient vw fig in a warm bath madect 
- foft water, and of about 86 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer; 
for the {pace of halfen hour oran hour. After he has been init 
for a quarter of an hour, he mult be rubbed all over with a 
Refh brufh, or a piece of fiannel and foap, toclean the skin, and 
adapt ic the betrer to the pucpofes above-mentioned. Thisiste 
be done, if no particular circumilanceforbids; the day before;ok 
| on the very day that the fricion is bc®un; and to be repeated 
once or twice a-week afterwards, during the whole time he 
ufing thefriGions, — . (oe 2 
The fame evening, or the day after, having made ufe of the 
warm bath, the patient fhouli begin the fri€ion, rubbing inte —~ 
the outlide or infide of his thigh or leg, before he goes to bed,a 
drachm of the mercurial ointment prepared as abawe dire€ted.=-— 5 
The friGion is to be performed by the Gre fidein winter, andahs 
rubbing muft be continued gently for half an hour or an hour; 
till the whole be rubbed in. The part muf&t then be covered. 
with apiece of linen faitened with a bandage; or the patient 
inuft puton a pair of drawers, or a pair of Rockingsif the friction % 
thas been made on the leg. The fame bandage, &c. may ferve 
for the whole time, being applied only to keep the fhirts and 
bed-linenfrem being fullied and growing black from the oint- 
tment. Before each new operation, the greafe and blacknels. 
~ ought tobe well cleanfed or wathed of withfoap and warm-wa- 
“ter. The fri@ton isbeft made by the patient with his own hand, 
but tevat people, orthe female fex, this operation may prove 
_ tirelome, in which cafe a fervanr thould be inflruGed how to ds 
dt, pittcing on a gloye made of aloft bog’s bladder or oileskix. 
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T would not advife any perfon ro perform this operation for anow 


ther without putting on fuch a glove, becaufe I have feen in= 
flances of a falivation being brought on in fome affitants by rub~ 
bing in the mercurial ointment with their naked hand. Befides, 
we cannot be certain how much ointment is rubbed ifto the pa~ 
tient, when part of it is abforbed into the fervant’s hand. 

Aftet the firf fridion, we mult attentively obferve whether the 
mercury occafions any irregularity in the body ; and if it does, 
it mult be omittedfor two days, care being taken to obferve the 
fame regimen, that the patient is well cloathed, and that he 

<eep within déors, efpecially in acold feafon or cold climate. 

If, after twodays, the patient fhould perceive no difagree~ 
ablé fy nie the fecond friion muft be made in the fame 
manner as thefirt. The next day he muft leave it off again ; and 
if he then finds no ill effe@s from it, the frictions may be continu= 
ed every day, either morning or evening, without intermiffion; 
unlefs fome accident intervene. However, the place of rubbing 
mutt be changed every day, or every other day, in order to avid 
irritating the skin, and to prevent puftules arifing upon it..1F 
after five or fix friGions, we find that the patient’s s conftitution 


will bear the mercury, and that he has no fever, diarrheea, fali- 


¥ation, or immoderate fweating, we may rub in at every fric~ 
tion two drachms of the ointment, efpecially if the fymptoms 
Ge obflinate. : 

_ In this fituation, when the weather is warm, or indeed unlef 
it be feverely cold and damp, the patient may go out every day 
_ during the frictions, pfoviced he be warmly cloathed, and avoid 
the cold wind, andefpecially the nightair. But he ‘mutt caré~ 
fully guard againft checking perfpiration ; and therefore, if the 


weather is cold and moift, he fhould rather keep at home in & ~ 


warm room, and fhun as ‘much as poflible every inconvenience 
From cold. Ina feveré feafon he thduld wear flannel ftockings 


and a flannel waiftcoat, according to circumftances, either over 


or under the fhirt.. 


During all this time, however, we muft if poifible ufe thé 
warm bath, as already directed, once or twice a week ; pro- 


ceeding in this manner unt?l the patient’s health be_ perfedily re= 
eftablithed, which willbe with 300r 36 friions, if the foft parts 
only have been affected : bur if the difeafe has been confirmed, 


or of a long flanding, fo thar the bones are affeGed, §0, 6c, or 76. 


friGions will be abfolutely neceflary to make a perfeet and radi- 
eal cure ; though this, no doubt, will vary, according to the 
confticution of the patient. 

Ir muft here be remarked, as an, Sifermatiod of great confes 
guence both to the phyfician and patient, that the ceffation of 
thefymptoms is never to be looked upon as demonftrating a fa- 
gical cure. This we ought to tell eur pati¢ats in the beginning, 
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‘efpecially if they be of the female fex, that to alleviate the paia 
orabate the fymptoms of the diforder, aad to-deftroy and eradi- 
tate entirely the vencreal poifon from the body, are two very 
different things. The former may often be accomplithed in three 
_or four days by avery few frictions ;.whereas the latter will 
fometimes require.as many months. Phe fame thing will fome- 
times happen | in this refpeé& when wedeave off the frictions as 
foon as the fymproms difappear, as when we leave off the Peru- 
vian bark in agues as {oon as the fever is gone ; the fever foon 
returns again, although Ee with a different type ; but con- 
tinuing thebaik for a longer time, we arefure of a perfed cure, 
and need nét be in the leait afraid of a relapfe. 
~ We mitt therefore for che fafery of our Papients continue the 
ufe of méreury for two or oe weeks, orat leaft ten days, af- 
erthe fyphilitic fymptoms have perfectly difappeared 5. but it is 
here where the Lee veg lk: mult give proof of his J epee and 
experience, 

*“When the patient, during the fria fions, oF otherwite ufing 
mercury, perceives his Bums “begin to fwell, his breath to fmell - 
difagreeable, his throat to become painful 1 in the infide, or when 

e fpits oftener than ufual, the ufe of mercury is imme diately 
to be left of until thefe fymptoms difappear, when we may go 
on with it again: but! think it eligible to go on with the fric- 
tions, if the. patient ean atherwife bear them, pretty briskly, 

until the mouth be a little affected 5 ; becaufe thus we are ce rtain 
thatthe frictions haye had their, proper effed, and that the | mercu- 
ry has becn abforbed into the fy fem, 
ie generality of patie nts, as. tas been already men ntioned, find 
fod relief afterafew frictions ; but chere are fome, efpecially 
thofe who have the bones affe hed with tophus, caries, &c. in 
‘whom no remiffion of the fymptoms takes place till after fours 
¥en of twenty fri@ions; and fometimes in this #ate of the dif. 
eafe, feventeen ounces of thercurial ointrhent will be requifice ta 
make a perfect cure, 

¥n all fuch éafes We mit endeavour to make the mercury go 
off by perfpiration ; but profufe fweating ought not to be encous 
raged, lefirc fhould weaken the patient, or bring ona confumpti~ 
on, éfpecially in fuch as are cacheéttc, or of a thin habit of 
body. Where we find the body. naturally difpofed to fali ivation, 
we ought to be very Cautious how we proceed. In this cafe 
the patient thould, efpecially i in bad Weather, keep within doors, 
in a moderate warm room, without being too much covered} 
particularly on his head or neck. The proper temperature of 
the room in winter is betwixt the 75th and #&th degrees of Fah~ 
renheit’sthermomet:r. But in fine dry weather, 1 would evett 
adyils him to go abroad 5 forl have ae in ina inflances, 
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that the enjoyment of pure free air contributes rather to prevent 


afalivarion. In warm feafons or climates fuch precautions are 


unneceffary. Ifthe patient be weak, the Peruvian bark may 
be given with advantage, from a fcruple to a drachm, in milk 
or Wine, every morning or evening. “ : 

hy thefe means I have generally {ucceeded in préventing the 
above meationed bad effets of the mercury, as profufe fweats, 
falivation, and its running off by ftool: in the firft cafe it hap= 
pens much the fame as when, by an imprudent management, a 
falivation is raifed ; the mercury sthen, though abforbed into 
the fyftem, feemsto run off by thefalivary glands, as haftily as 


it isgiven, without performing thofe falutary effeéts in the bddy, - 


neceflary for eradicating the venereal poifon, and perfeéting a 
cure. In, the latter, when a purging is occafioned by medicines 
ofthis kind, their abforption from the inteftines is preveated, and 
they do little or nothing againf&t the difeafe. I have feen feveral 
patients treated in this manner, who, after taking mercery for 


fix or eight weeks, which keptthem all that time in acontinual _ 


diarrhcea, were nearly in the fame ftate at the end of the courfe, 
as they had been at the beginning. ‘ 


Il, On MERCURIAL FUMIGATIONS; 


{ Ave little to fay onthisfubje@. Mercnrial fumigations 
are now-a-days no more in ufe for curing the lues, but prove 
often a molt effectual remedy againft local venereal complaints. 
The cinnabar is for this purpofe to be put upon live coals, and 
the rifing {moke to beconveyed by means of a proper tube to the 
part affected. oe - 


iil, Or Saurne and othr Mercurian Pre- 
PARA TION 8, | 


The hydrargyrum gummofum, (or mercurius gummofus), as a 
mild mercurial preparation, in which the crude metal is divided 
by means of gum arabic. Mr. Plenck, the inventor of this pre= 
paration, firft prefcribed it diluted with water, in the form of a 
mixture ; butthisform being found inconvenient on account of 
the mércury not remaining properly fufpended, he propofed,” 
fome time ago, to make it into the form of pills. He for this 
purpofe.orders, of well purified quickfilver, two drachms, tobe 
triturated with three drachms of powdered gum arabic, and a 
fufficient quantity of conferve of hips, ina marble mortar, till — 


the mercury has difappeared ; then, after continuing the tritu-_ 
ration foran hour longer, the “mafs to be mixed with half an — 
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efthree grains each, of which the patient is to take fix. each 
morning, and fix every evening. - This form is undoubtedly. lefs 
exceptionable, bur flill liable to another inconvenience, which 


is, that thefe pills, like all thofe made with crumb of bread, 


when kept for alength of time, grow fo hard, that they fre~ 


quently pafsthe flomach undiifoived, and are evacuated by flool 
in the fame globular form they were taken. ‘This objection, in 
deed, cannotbe made tothem, if they are prepared trefh every 
fecond or thirdday ; and, in that cafe, they will be found a. 
yery valuable acquifition for our pharmacopeia fyphilitica.--- 
A bolus made from five to ten grains of quickfilver, extiuguifhed 
bya fufficient quantity of the conferve of rofes, or confettio 
cardiaca, &c. will, according to circumftances, ferve for the. 
fame purpofe. : 
Mercury divided by. means of fome balfam, would be a very 
acceptable and ufeful medicine in different cafes. Anatrempt of 
the kind has been made in thepilule ex hyarargyro terebenthina- 
to, where one ounce of quickfilver is united with a drachm and: 
a-half of turpentine ; but befidesthat the divifion is extremely. 
tedious, which indeed might be obviated by adding fome drops 
of the oil of turpentine, this compofition is, like all faline mer- 
curial preparations, fometimes very aptto excite griping and 
purging. This is undoubtedly owing to the quality of rurpan- 


tine; the beft fort fhould be chofea for this purpofe, and, ace_ 
cording to circumftances, inftead ofthe turpentine, the baliam 


of Gilead, or balfamum Canadenfe, united with fome vegetable. 
powder, might be tried; and thus a pill of five or feven grains. 
be givenevery evening. | | 

The faccharum hydrargyratim, ot quickfilver triturated with, 
twice or three times its weight of fugar-candy, is, in many in- | 


_ftances, amoft excellent medicine, as well for internal as exter-. 


nal ufe. Its dofe internally isfrom four to eight graias a day, | 
in theform of powelers, pills, or troches. 

The Aydrargyrum calcinatum, or calcined mercury, I have. 
conftantly found to be apt to excite gripings. This may be in- 
fome refpect avoided, by giving half a grain of it witha grain of. 
opium every night in the form of a pill. 

The hydrargyrum acetatum, known by the name of Keyfer’s.. 
pills or troches, has oflatemade a great noife in France. It has.. 


been recommended as the fafeft and beft medicinefor curing ve~- 


nereal complaints, even of the moft obflinate and inveterate kind, 


without ever.occafioning a falivation,’ or producing any. of thofe. 


bad fymptoms which fometimes attend the ufe of other mercuri~.. 
als. Time and experience, however, have fhewn that this re- 


medy fometimes proves ineffeGiual in removing the complaints, _ 
and in many inflances produced the bad fymptoms attending 
-other mereurials.. Mercury, indeed, aslong as it retains its na~.. 
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ture, certainly willlalivate or purge, if given imprudently, or if. 
the patients cc not take proper care of themfelves. Befides, ar 
mong a yaricty of patients, fome will certainly be met with 
where this medicine proves not fo efficacious as has been pre- 
tended. Every phyfician who has had.fome praétice in venereal, 
complaints, muft haye met with cafes where dne mercurial pres 
Pparation has produced litle or ng effe@, whilft another, tried 
aiterwards, fuccecced beyond expedciation.. Thefe cafes we are. 
not a) Je to account for; nor do we as yet know the nature of 
the human body fufficiently to forfee them a priori. Keyfer’s 
pills are a faline mercurial preparation, where the mercury is 
firl divided by a long continued trituration, and then diffelved 


in vinegar. Hence, like all. other mercurial preparations, it may 
fometimes produce very good cffe&s, and perfcéily cure the dif- 
eafe;. whilft, in other inftatices, it may prove lefs ufeful, or. 
even hurtful*. roe Seas oe | 

The Aydrarzyrum tartcrijatum, we call a combination of. 
mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in order to diftinguifh ix 
from the Tartarus Aydrargyratus, an invention of Dr. Pieffavin 
at Paris, who gave it the name of terre feuilletec mercurielle.--- 
This latter preparation being a combination of mercury with pu- 
yifi.d tartar, or cream of tartar, which is a middle falt. compound 
of vegetable alkali, fupurfaturated with theacid of tartar. Both 
thefe preparations are nearly of a fimilar nature with the former, 
though perhaps, infomerefpeas, preferable to it. 

The Aydrargy Atm nitratum, or mercury united with nitrous. 
acid, has been employed in different forms and preparations in- 
vernally and externally. For exterral ufe the folution diluted. 
with water has been made ufe of as awath, and.isa very good 
mecicine forthancres, &c. The fame folution made with cone 
ounce of quickfilver to three ‘ounces of nitrous acid, and while 
yet warm ynited with a pound of hog’s-lard by a careful tritura= 
tion, yields, under the name of waguentum cigyinum, one of the 
moft efficacious r-medies I know of for obftinate fyphilitic come 
plaints of rhe skin. .The red precipitate, or hydrargyrum ni 
¢ratum rubrum, prepared from thefamefolution, expofed to fire 
til! ir acquires the colour mentioned, 1s of acorrofive nature, and 
therefore employed only in powder fprinkled upon venereal ul- 
cersas acauilic. Forinternal ufe the hydrargyrum nitratum has 

: Le been 


* The hydrargyrum acetatum, prepued by adding to a dilute. ioiuc an & 
mercury ¢ vitrow, acid, afolu ion of alkali veperabile acetatum (fal diureti- 
cus), is aningeniaws preparation invented by Mr, Seott at Edinburgh, an@ 
perhaps preferable ix tha’ of Keyler. Ir certainly contains more mercury than 
. becaufe metals car be diflolved in acids erly in proportion to the lofs of 
thei phlogiffon . and in the latter preparation, the mereury is more reduced 
io a calx by it: p evinus union with the uitrous acid. Hence it is more fohi- 
‘ble in the nitrous acid, as foon as the acidof nitre, dilengaged.fiom the me 
tal by the fixed vegetable alkali, eaves the former at liberty to agt wpon it, — 
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been commonly given from half a grain to a grain, in a quart of- 
any of the decoctions. But the Ay dr argy rit ritratuim cinerel iM, 
in the new Edinburgh Pharmacopeia, “Called by itsinventor, Dr. 
Black, pulvis mercuriicinereus, is one of the mildeft of the fa- 
dine mercurial preparations, and may be given to the dofe of a 
grain every evening, and occafionally alfo every morning. The 
following is the method of preparing it: Quickfilver, diluted 
acid of nitre, of each equal quantities in wieght. After the. 
mercury is diffolved, the folution is to be diluted with pure wa- 
ter, and as much liquid volatile alkali (fpiritus. alis ainmania~ 
ci)to be dropped inte it as is fufficient for cepriving the mercury, 
of the acid :. afterwards the grey powder i is to be wathed with 
pure water and dried. --—— The fyrup of Beller, (commonly 
called vegetable fyrup) a celebrated compofition, the ingredi 
ents of which are kept fecret, is, asl was informed by peopie 
of authority in France, mercury precipitated from its folution in 
the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable alkali, and the precipitate af- 
terwards diflolved in vitriolic ether mixed with fome ¢ agreeable 
fyrup. 

I fhall now take notice of a preparation of mercury, fir re+ 
commended by the celebrated Baron Van Swieten. This prepa~ 
kation is of the corrofive fublimate, (mercurius fublimatus cor- 
refivus) ; or, as | would rather call it in che more acurate lan~ 
guage of chemiitry, the hydrargyrum muriatum (fortius.)---© 
Some years ago this medicine engaged the attention of all I’ UrOpe. 
By fome it was cocommended asa mot excellent and efficacious 
remedy againit the moft inveterate se ea ts, and worlt ages 
of the venereal. difeafe, It was particularly edcoms mended in 
eruptions on the skin, and in venereal affections of the bones 5 
while others exclaimed: againft it as being frequently produttive 
ofthe work effects without ever radically curing the ciflemper. 
Both parties feem to have gone too far in praifing as well as 
-blaming. Ihave feen cafes where this medicine has perfeélly 
cured the moft inveterate and obftinate venereal complaints 5 
while in others I have found it produce efedts of the worft kind, 
fuch as lofs of appetite, griping, purging, headach, fever, 
anxiety, oppreffion of the breaft, and even {pitting of blood, 
‘without curing, oreven appearing to have the leaft effec on the 
difeafe.  Butin general I have frequently obferved that this me- 
dicine very foon mitigates the moft troublefome fymptoms of the 
venereal difeafe, without effediing a radical cure, even after be~ 
ing applied for a very confiderable time ; andl am aptto think. 
now, that its great reputation arofe at fir from» this property 
of frequently alleviating fo remarkably the fymptoms. 

Upon the whole, though it is certain that there are fome con~ 
Alitutions which will never bear this violent medicine without 
danger, yet, from fuch obferyations as 1 have been able to make, 
ue 


a 


102 ON MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS: 


it feems probable, that the bad effe@ attributed ro the corrofive. 
fublimate have fometimes arifen either from its improper prepara-. 
tion, from an immoderate dofe, or otherwife from a defed of. 
practical judgment in the phyfician or furgeon. Therefore, al- 
though I never like to employ vielent remedies where 1 can ef- 
fect a cure with mild ones; yet it muft be allowed, that, in prac- 
tice, cafes will fometime eccur attended with fuch fymptoms. 
as require the ufeof the moft powerful medicines, if for no other. 
purpote but for a fpeedy temporary relief. In thefe cafes it. 
will fometimes be highly advifeable to have recourfe to the fubli- 
mate ; though it is probable tome, that fuch cafes are much lefs.. 
frequermt than it is commonly thought. Buz at any rate, the 
conttitution of the patient muft be well confidered before we have 
xecourfe to. this medicine. If he be ef a ftrong habit of body, aud 
his luogs healthy, we may fafely try the fublimate, ufing the. 
neceflary precautions with regard to its dofe and manner of ex-. 
hibition :. but 1 would never recommend it. where the patient is. 
of a weak, delicate, andirritable habit of body, or if he has a 
fmall eheft, has had formerly an hemoptyfis, or any pulmonary, 
complaint; for thefe perfons 1 have always obferved to fuffer, 
from the ufe of the fublimate.. Some indeed who were appa- 
rently of a firong conflitution, I have feenequally affected by this. 
remedy ; for which reafon it is always neceflary to becautious. 
in theufeofit. Weeught never to begin with more than a. 
quarter or atmoft half a graina day, diflolved in milk, barley- 
water, Or a decoction of farfaparilla. When given in this man-. 
ner, if the patient isa proper fubjeG& for this medicine, it will. 
not readily produce any bad orat leaft any dangerous confequen-. 
ces 3. the lefs fo when adminiftered in a warm feafon, or In a. 
hot climate. Inufing the fublimate, it ought befides always to. 
be remembered, that we can never be toocareful with regard to. 
itschoice;andthat with the utmoft careand attention to the pre~. 
paration of the fublimate, itis hardly ever poflible to obtain it. 
of the fame degree of flrength, even by fellowing always the ve- 
ty fameprocefs. In all cafes therefore the patient fhould be or-_ 
dered toleave it off immediately on perceiving any of the above 
mentioned badfymptoms. Sometimes it alfo occurs in the fhops. 
adulterated with arfenic, which-may be difcovered when mixed. 
with lime-water, in which cafe it will produce a black colour ; 
whereas, if genuine, it yields with the fame an orange-colour- 
ed precipitate, to which we gave the name /otio fyphilitica fla- 
va, if one drachm of fublimate is added to one pound of lime- 
water. Its texture befides, if genuine, ought to be of aradiated 
appearance ; whereas the fame, if adulterated, has rather agra» 
gulated one. - SUSE DRO ae 
The Aydrargyrum muriatium mitius, or flillmore properly the. 
calx hydrargyri muriata, commonly called calomel, —. a 
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‘dulcis, mercurius fublimatis dulcis, panacea mercurialis, aqui=. 
taalba, &c. is.a milder preparation than corrofive fublimate, 
‘but fiill an acrid one, and thus very apt to produce gripings, and 
torun off by fool. Befides, as its manner of aéting depends 
‘very much on the accuracy of its preparation, and other circum= 
flances which we arenot matters of, its efficacy in curing thé 
lues isnot machto be depended upon. Indeed calomel is in -dit- 
fereat countries, indifferent fhops in the fame country, may even 
in the fame fhops at different times, a very different medicine. On 
this account, though it cannot be denied that many have been 
‘cured of the venereal difeafe by this medicine, I never made ufe 
of it internally but for a mercurial purge, tll of late when Mr. 
Scheele, by a new method of preparing it via humida inferted in 
the Aéta Stockholm, has greatly removed all the objedtions this 
medicine was formerly liableto. As it will, perhaps, be agree- 
able to fome of my readers to be more exa@ly acquaiated with 
this latter procefs, I thall infert it here. | | 
‘¢ Half a pound of quickfilver, and the fame quantity ef pure 
‘aquafortis, areto be put inte a {mall veffel with along neck, the 
mouth of which is to be ¢évered with paper. Theveflel isthen 
to be placedin a warm fand*+bath ; and after a few hours, whea 
the acid affords no figns ofits a@ing any longer on the quickfilver, 
the fireis to be increafed to fuch a degree that the folution may 
nearly boil. This heat is to be continued for three or four hours; 
taking care to move the veffel from time to time, and at laft the 
fdlution is to be fuffered to boil gently for about a quarter of an 
hour. In the mean white we are to dilfolve four ounces and a 
half of fine common falt in fix or eight pints of water. This fo- 
lution is to be poured boiling intoa glafs veffel, in which the 
above-mentioned folution of quickfilver is to be mixed with it, 
gradually, and in a boiling flate alfo, taking care to keep the 
~ thixture inconflant motion. When the precipiraré is fettled, the 
Glear liquor is to be drained from it, after which itis to be re 
peatedly wafhed with hot water tillit ceafesto impart any tatte 
tothe water. The precipitate obtained by this method is to be 
filtered, and aftewards dried by a gentle hear. : 
“Te might be fuppofed, that when the nitrous acid ceafes to 
effervefce withthe mereury, it is faturated with it: but: this is 
far frombeing the cafe; the acid, when the heat is increafed, 
being ftill able to diffolve a confiderable quantity of it ; with this 
difference, however, that the quickfilverat the beginning of the 
procefs is calcined by theacid, but aferwards is diffolved by it 
in a metallic form. In proofofthis we may obferve, that not 
only more elaftic vapour arifes, but alfo thar by adding either 
: fixed or volatile cauftic alkali we obtain a black precipitate ; 
whereas, when the folution contains only calcined quickfilver, 
the precipitate becomes yellow by fuch an addition. —_ 
: oi Ty BOC 
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black preci ipitate is gently diftilled, it rifes in the form of quick: 
fiver, leaving a yellow powder, which is in fa@ that part of 
the mercury that in the beginning of the operation was calcined 
by thenitrous.acid. 

“<The boiling of the folution for about a quarter ok an hour 
fs neceflary, in order to keep the hydrargyrum nitratum in a dif- 
folved fate, it being much difpofed to chryflatize ; in general, 
fome of the mercury remains undiffolved ; ‘but it is always bet- 
ter to take toomuch than too little of ir, becaufe the moré 
metallic fubfance the folution contains, the more mercurius 
dulcis will be obtained. | 

‘* It is neceifary to pour the mercurial folution into the folu= 
tion of falt by alittleat atime, and cautioufly, fo that no part 
of the undiffolved quickfilver may pafs along with it. Two 
ounces of common (alt ate fufficient to precipitate all che mercu~ 

& ry 3 butthen it may eafily happen that fome fuperfluous merce 

| tius corrofivus attaches itfelf co this precipitate, which the ae 
_teralone is incapable of feparating completely. This is un- 
doubtedly the reafon why mercurfus precipitatus albus is always 
corrofive. Ihave found that common fale poffeffes the fame 
quality as fal ammoniac, viz. that of diffolving a great quantity 
‘ofmercurius corrofiyus. I therefore employ four ounces and a 
half of common falt in ordet to get the mercurius is Gorrofiy us en= 
tirely feparated. 

“< Tf we confider the manner in which mercurius dulcis is ob< 
tained in the dry way, by fublimatioa, we fliall not find it dit+ 
ficult to give the rationale of thig new procefs. 

*¢ Mercurius corrofivus albus is a middle falr, confifting, as ig 
well known, of marme acid combined with calx of mercury. 

This fale is capable of diffolving a good dea} of quickfilver in a 
metallic form ; but for this purpofe the moft minute particles of 
each muft be reciprocally mixed, This happens, when by means 
; ofheat they areboth converted into vapour, The fame thing 
occurs in the above-mentioned procefs. The folution firft fpo- 
ken of contains the calx mercurii and quickfilver divided into 
the moft minute particles. If to this folutton we add marine 
acid, or; to fave expence, common falt, the matine acid will 
unite with the calx of mercury, and the refult of this union 
will be a true mercurius cofrofivus albus ; and as the folution 
contains quickfilver in its metallic flate, this will immediately 
attra as much of the mercurius soni as is neceflary to fa- 
turate it, and by this means a real mercurius dulcis will be 
produced, which, from its being infoluble, will si — 
precipitated. & 
<< The following faas are proofs that this precipitate isa pobd 
mercurius dulcis. 4it, Ir is entirely taftelefs. 2dly, I have 
fgblimed it, and examined what alcended in the beethine: sbi 
: Ww te 
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which ought'to have been'corrofive, if the precipitate had con» 
tained any thing of that nature, it being well known that mer 
curius corrofivus afcendsfooner than ‘mercurius dulcis; whereas, 
through the whole ofthe fublimation, what-arofe was a pure 
‘mercurius dulcis, exaétly like that which is obtained in the com* 
mon manner. edly, I have mixed this precipitate with one 
fourth part of quickfilver and fublimed it, upon a fuppofition 
‘that if ic‘contained too much mercurius ‘corrofivus it would be 
able to unite with more quicklilver ; but fo far was this from 
being rhe cafe, that the quickfilver Was not diminithed in weight 
by the experiment, athly, Itis known that cauftic alkalis and 
lime=watér give mercurius dulcis a ‘black colour. The fame 


thing happened with mine. The black colour isno other than’ 


quickfilver divided into very fine particles. 

<¢ That the procefs [have been defcribing is more advantage- 
‘ous than that which is ufwally adopted, I ‘cannot doubt; be- 
‘caufe, in the firft place, this mercurius dulcis can be prepared 
with lefs difficulty, with lefs expence, and without employing 
corrofive fublimate. 2dly, As there can be no danger of irs be» 
fing in any degree eorrofive, provided it be fufficiently edulcora= 
ted, it may always be given withfafery. gdly, The operator is 
not expofed to that noxious dufl which in the,old method arifes 
‘during the trituration of the corrofive fublimate and quickfilver.. 
athty, This is much finer than the common mercurius dulcis, it 
being impofiible 10 make the latter equal ‘to it in this refpea, 

however long it may be triturated.” 
. Calomelthus prepared will prove excellent, not only for inter- 
nal, but efpecially for external ufe, either in powder, or fuf= 
pended in fimple water or fome mucilaginous folution 3 occafion= 
ally alfo a drachm of it may.be mixed with four ounces of lime= 
vater, underthe name of /otio fyphilitica nigra, to diflinguith it 
from, the lotio fypailitica fava made with corrofive fublimate and 
lime-warer. Calomel, when well prepared, muft give the lime- 


water a black colour, ascorrofive fublimate does a yellow. Dre 


Ward's white drop proves, in fome cafes, a valuable medi@ 
cine, © edie Cane ere : 

_ The ealx Aydrargyri vitriolata, commonly called turpeth mi 
nerai, or mercurius emeticus flavus, is a medicine now very 
little ufed, except by thole who think a mercurial vomit pre= 
ferableto one’ of tarta® emetic or ipecacuanha, for curing @ 
fwelled tefticle arifing from a venereal caufe. Some inftances 
however I have feen, where this medicine, given daily in very 


tmall dofes, effectually removed moft obitinate venereal complaints 


of theskin. es | | 
"1 come tafly to fpeak ofa medicine, which, forie time ago, 
and even yet, is made ule of by many for the cure of the lues 5 





Xie) ree, OP ef oy 


1c ON MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS 


Lmean Plummmer?s powder or pills ; which, properly fpeaking, 
are nota mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mixture of 
faercurius dulcis, andfulphur of'antimony. 1 have already ob- 
ferved, that mercurius dulcis, when prepared by fublimation, is 
avery different medicine ip different countries and places ; that 
it is therefore a medicine not to be depended upon : for this rea= 
fon, I never wotld advife any perfon, as wéll for his own fa- 
tisfacion as that of his patient, to tru’ to Plummer’s pills for 
curing the venereal difeafe. Plummer has compounded the ¢a- 
Jomel with fulphur of antimony, probably for the purpofe 
which ftill feems to ba expeéted by thofe who make ufe of this 
compofition, viz. by means of the fulphur to prevent falivation, 
and to dire& the mercury to the skin. This feemsefpécially to 
bethe delign in cutaneous ervptions of the Venéreal kind. But 
though this medicing may fometimes be effe@ual in removing 
cataneous diforders, I muft, from my own experience, as well 
as from that of feveral other unprejudiced praéitiohers, pro- 
nounce it avery improper one for curing a confirmed lues. Re= 
peated inftances indeed have coimée under ny obfervation, wheré 
thefe pills having been taken for a confiderable time, have remo= 
ved the fymptoms for a time, without elfeGiag a radical cure $ 
which are to me fufficient reafons for thinking it dn unfafe me= 
dicine, and confequently that no pra@itioner ought to put con= 
fidence in it for the cure of the lues, when he hasa fafer one in 
his hands. 3 as 

Whether crude mercury boiled with fimple water Commini- 
cates tc it fomething of its qualities, and with what fuccefs 
fuch a deco@ion might be adminiftered for curing venereal com- 
plaints, [am-not able to fay. Ihavefeen this decodion given 
to children affeGed with worms, in different parts of the conti= 
ment; with what effea, I hadno opportunity to afcertain: but 
§ know of a dog in London who was radically cured of a moft 
obftinate mange, for whicha variéty of medicines hadbeen tried 
in vain, from the ufe of this decoction for his common drink. 


IV. On PtvrAtism of SALIVATION: 


Ir has been a matter of controverfy, whether a confirmed 
lues may be radically cured without falivation; and though 
there is now hardly any medical man who doubts of the poffibili- 
ty of a perfec cure without it, there are ftill many who employ 
falivation, notonly forthe cure of the lues, but, in fome countries, 
for that of the Gonorrhea alfo. This mode of treatment, in 
the former'cafe, is ftill very much in vogue, In private prac® 


tice as welk as in hofpitals, efpecially in Fraace:. in other 


countries, it is almoft entirely confinedto hofpitals. 
How far this practice of faliyating fuch patients is julange? 
: . : in 


a 
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by continuing the ufe of mercury, become more dangerous than 
the venereal difeafeitfelf.. = beter e 5 

It ray feem furprifing, therefore, how fuch a dangerous me= __ 
thod of attempting the curé of the venereal difeafe as thatby fa= _ 
livation fhould fill-be retained and praétifed in fome hofpitals. 
The three following reafons, indeed, I have heard alledged. 1, 
To confine the patients with the gonorrhea or lues to the room, 
and to prevent them from gettinga frefh infection before they are — 
cured ofthe firft. 2. To get ridof-fuch poor patients ina month. « 
or five weeks, in order to take others in their place into the hof=. _ 
pital, who are treated and fent away inthe fame manner. 3. 
Becaufe many of the lower clafsof people have an unhappy pre= __ 
judice in favor of this method, and imagine they cannot be radiay 
cally cured without what they calla good and continued falivas, 


tion. Tome, however, thefe reafons appear wholly infuffici~. 
ant. Topreyeatthe patients from getting a fish inieGiop, ber 
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ter-means might be eafily foundiout. With, regard to the fecond 
point, I think it more reafonable and more humane. to cure a, 
fmaller number of patients radically. without falivation, even, 
though a longer, time fhould be taken up in the cure, than to ree. 
Jiewe the coraplaints of agreat.number, in a,fhort time by fuch an, 
uncertain, troublefome, and fometimes dangerous method. We. 
may.add to,this, that experience-daily fhows, that a, number, of: 
thofe patients who feem to, be. cured by the ceffation of the. 
fymptoms during falivatien, very frequently return in a fhort. 
time ta,the hofpital with thefamefymptoms they were affecied; 
with before, or find themfelves ebliged to feek affitance fome~. 
where elfe, at thefametime that they folemnly proteft againft 
their having received a newinfection. The third reafon alledged: 
in favor of falivation is the worft of all.. Iam of opinion, thas; 
no perfon of integrity, who pra@ifes. medicine, fhould ever com-. 
ply with. the.prejudices of his patients. when they may be hurtful; 
to them, or, when he knows that, by a.eontrary method he is. 
able tocure them with greater certainty and fafery. Befides, it; 
will be an eafy matter fora, phyfician or furgeon, who knows, 
how to gain the confidence of, his patieat, to. convince him of. 
the folly of fuch. prejudices. Salivation, therefore, being, in, 
my opinion, an exceptionable method.-cf cure in any circumftan- 
ees whatever, I think it, in all.cafes, moft prudent to avoid it, 
or, if prefent,, te. moderate and remove it-as quickly and {peedis. 
ly as poffible. : . a eee ee 
The method:-of preventing a,falivation I have laid down above, 
when fpeaking qn mercurial frictions. The means to be ufed; 
for this, purpofe are fhortly the following :. 1. A careful: admini-. 
{tration of mercury both as to its preparation and dofe. 2. The. 
avoiding cold or damp air, efpecially at night. 3..The ufe of; 
‘warm cleaths; or, in a cold damp feafon or climate, the con- 
flant wearing.of flannelnext theskin. 4. The repeated ufe of: 
‘warm baths, andthe internal ufe of. diaphoretic or, diuretic de- 
co@ions along with the mercury. §. The avoiding too. hot, 
aooms and confined air. 6, Covering the neck and head but ver. 
sy flightly day or night. getaking adofe of gentle coqling phy-. 
fic, and intermitting the ufe of the mercury as foon as the breath, 
and-teeth begin to be afie@ed.. 8.- If the patient is notofia phlos. 
giflic habit of body, a free diet, with the-mederate ufe of wine, 
is to be ordered, rather than a low one. Smoaking. tobacco, 
fhould alfo be avoided, during: a. courfe of mercurials, by. thofe. 
who are.accuftomed to it. Rake oe Ree 
It is alfo to.be obferved, that, in general, a falivation will 
take plgce more readily. under the ufe of acrid mercurial prepa~ 
rations, and in aceld and damp. feafon or, climate; that fome. 
confliturions are.more difpofed to it than others ; and that par= 
ticularly thofe who have previoully taken mercury are often — 


\ 5 
dina ~ 





Se Ne RA Riot e UV kb AR, £09 


@y to fall into a falivation by ufing the fmalleft dofe, though 
perhapsin the former difeafe they felt no fuch effect from the ufe 
of it. . : 
 A-variety of medicines given feparately, or combined with 
the mercury,, have been likewife recommended for preventing it 
from affeGting the mouth, as well as for checking a falivation af~ 
ter it has taken place. The principalof thefe are fulphur, ful- 
hur of antimony, camphire, the Peruvian bark, and ison. By 
a careful attention, however, to.the.foregoing rules, [think ir 
isin general not very difficyle to avoid a falivation, without 
having recourfe to any of thefe remedies; efpecially as I have 
feen fome of them- repeatedly apphed by_others without fuccefs. 
With regard to the latter point, viz. the abating.and removing 
a falivation when once began, itis fometimes a very difficule 
matter :. the following method, however, with an exact obferv- 
ance of the rules above mentioned, will frequently be attended 
with fuccefs, | pos - is 
As foon as the.patient feels his mouth. affefed, he ought to 
leave off the ufe of mercury, and keep within doors, ina mode~ 
Kate warm room, if the feafonbecold. If his frength and con~ 
ffitution will allow, wemay adminifter hima gentle laxative ; 
but fhould be careful about preferibing purgatives, becaufe they 
often will bring on a diarrhea, which we thall find fometimes 
great difficulty toftop, and which may prove dangerous in its 
gonfequences. Ifhe can bear ir, he. faould allo, for four or Ave 
days, be placed. every evening in a warmbath, rubbing his bos 
dy in the mean time with.a Hethabruth or. piece of flannels and 
when he comes out of the bath, be mufl again-drefs himfelf im= 
mediately in flannel cloaths. Hf phlogiftic fymptoms occur, he 
fhould be confined to a low diet, and drink bariey-water or any 
_ other mucilaginous decogtion ; burif his frength is very much 
xeduced, a good nourifhing diet, together with the ule of wine, 
an infufion of Peruvian bark, or guaffia wood, in wine or cin- 
namon-water, and the free country air, are certainly more pro- 
per. Ifthe air is dry, he fhould nor confine himfelf to his 
room, bur go abroad a, little, unlefs it be very cold. When 
the falivary duéts are very much relaxed, and the fpitting con- 
tinues undiminifhed, an aftringent pargle may. with proper 
precautions, be prefcribed. It may be made of the decoction of 
Peruvian bark, or ofthe cortex falicis albce, in ted wine or in 
water; to which, according to circumflances, may be added 
fome.tindture of gum-lac or of myrrh. Common fulphur may al- 
fo be given occafionally, either’alone or joined with fome cooling 
purgatives. The fulphur of antimony has been recommended ia 
fuch cafes asa diaphoretic. An eminent phyfcian has recommend~ 
ed for this purpofe the aurum fulminans, given every day from 
ghree to fiye giains, asa yery efficacious medicine ; but asf havé 


never. 
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‘hever had-occation totry this remedy myfelf, I-am unable to fay. 
whether this advice is founded.on experience, or only on a theos 
ry derived from the chemical affinity or attrad@ion between mer= 
eury and gold. Yn an obRinate ptyalifm, a blifter, feton, or. 
iffue, in the neck, or the volatile liniment applied to the throat; 
ometimes proves ferviceable; and in defperate cafes we’ 
might alfo try the effeet of repeatedly pouring cold water ove 
the head and face, letting the patient fic in the méan time with 


« ¥ - 


the reft of the body immerfed-in a warm bath. 


C EH A P, XIV. 


Of the Reafons why certain VENEREAL Come 
PLAILNTS, do not yield to MERCURY. ~~ 


my HE reafons practical obferyations have fuggeited to me why_. 
i mercury fometimes fails in curing venereal complaints, de= 
pend onthe following caufes ; viz. 1. On mercury andits pre~ 
parations. 2. Onthe method of exhibiting them, internally’ 
as well as externally. 3, On the greater or lefs irritability or_ 
coniticutional ftrength of the patient, orfome faults committed, 
by the fame. 4. On the nature of the difeafe itfel: -I fhall. 
treat of them in order. 3 eG PREIS de) OVE 
Since the ufe of mercurial ointment in fridions, the firk and, 
only method made ufe.of in the fixteenth century, feveral other 
preparatioas, both for internal and external ufe, have been difco— 
vered and tried, with a view to cure venereal complaints which | 
would not yield to friions, or to remove the difeafe more fpeedi- 
ly or in a mere convenient manner. I fhall avoid making here. 
any reflections on the preference either of thofe methods claim 
ever the refi; and fhall confine myfelf entirely to the reafons 
why mercurial friétions, as well as other preparations of mercu- 
ry fometimes prove ineffedual for removing fome venereal com- 
plaints, having offered fome obferyations on thefe preparations 
before. ee : et eee 
I have feena variety of perfons affe€ted with gleets, fhancres, 
pains and caries of the bones, cutaneous eruptions, herpes, ul-— 
cerations of the nofe, throat, &c. condylomatous or, verrucous 
excrefceices in different parts of the body, bur efpecially about 
the anus and pudenda, which feemed obftinately to refift the ef-_ 
feats of mercury ; and which, fo far from being removed after 
a copious-and difagreeable falivation, were rather increafed by ir, 
and, when removed, often returned again fhortly afterwards. ~ 
After a careful inquiry, I found that the caufes of a tie . 
culty, <9 
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anley were very me tobe fought for in the medicine itfelfy 
bcing owing, either, 1, To. its being badly prepared, o or ill firs 
ted for curing the difeafe. 2. To its not being given in fuilici= 
ent quantity, or continued for a fufiicient iength of time....2% 
To its being adminiftered in too great a quantity, and by that 
“means exciting a falivation, {weats, and purging, without des 
fRroying the venereal virlis in the body ; or, lafly, Po its being 
mixed with other fubftances, fo as torender it ineflicacious. . 
. The great point in curing the venereal difeafe by mercury; 
being to introduce fuch a quantity of ic into the habir as fhall ba 
fufficient totally to eradicate the venereal poifon, it is evident 
that medicines uaskilfully or negligently prepared, may have the 
worl effeGs. Thus, tor exa mple, if fublimate is mixed with 
arfenic in order to render it whiter, and give it the better ap- 
pearance, or if mercury is combined with fubfances incapable 
of holding it fufpended, or if, when made into pills, itis noe 
fufficiently triturated fo as to be equally divided, its effects can= 
not but be precatious. In the latter cafe one pill may contain 
three or more grains of mercury ; and another pee one grainy 
or perhaps none at all ; and when thisis the cafe, the latter will 
have no effeé, while from the former the patient may ex 

erlence a violent griping and purging. 

Heie we may obferve, that a mercurial preparation is alw ays 
il fitted for the purpofe, whenever it is incapable of enterirg 
into the habit, or if, when it hasentered the circulation, it cx= 
cites a falivation bei it has deftroyed the virus; for it is er- 
Yoneous to believe that by falivation all the poifoa is carried off, 
and che difeafe by that means radically cured, juft the contrary 
to this being the cafe, It is true, that ifa falivation is brought 
On, the patient will often find all his fymptoms difappear, and 
of courfe be indugas to think himfelf cured ; but fome months, 
and fometimes only a few weeks afterwards, the complaints 
Will, in many cafes, return again with increafed violeace. I 
do not deny, however, but thar the difeafe, efp pecially if fight 
may by this means be radically cured: burl maintain, from re~ 
peated obfervations im private as well as hofpital practice, that 
the practitioner can never be certain of the real cure; and of 
courfe that the cures effected by falivation are notonly doubrful, 
but oftentimes altogether ineffeQual. . Burupon this fubjea I had 
occafion to treat more fully in the foregoing ch apter Of Mercu- 
rial Preparations in Pariiuclar, and under the head of Saliva= 
£10. - : 

‘The principal remark to be made here is. that to cure our pa= 
tients welland radically, no practitioner Who has their welfare 

at heart, and who does not adminifer his medicines at. random, 
Soll ever make ufe of any mercurial preparation or eomporion 
Wwhichhe has. not prepared himfelf, or at leaft taken care to fea. 


e | prepared 


ea As Rite IR Tei te a ian iS 


te WHY FOME CASE SE 


prepared by fomeone on whofe integrity and care he can rely. 
The repeated difappointments I have experienced: myfelf, and 
which I have feen happen to others, have rendered me fcrupu- 
loufly exaa on this head. | | 
We fhould likewife be careful not to make ufe of mercurials 
combined with other medicines, becaufe they not only difap- 
point us, but often render the cure more tedious and precarious 
I have feen repeated inftances of this with Plummer’s pills; and 
lave heard the fame remark made by others who were attentive 
and eminent practitioners. : pay 
~ We ought never to giveacrid preparations of mercury, when 
wwe can elfed& a cure with mild ones. “The dreadful effects I have 
repeatedly been an eye-witnefsto from remedies of this fort, ef- 
pecially from the corrofive fublimare, oblige meto inculcate this 
caution with the greater warmth. .The conftant effects of fuch 
acrid compofitions, efpeciallyin delicate habits, are painsin the 
fiémach and bowels, lofs of appetite, violent gripings, diar- 
rheeas, andfometimes dangerous cholics; or, if they enter into 
the circulation, they will excite {pitting of blood, convulfions, 
nervous fevers, and other complaints, more baneful even than 
that they were intended to eradicate; or elfe they will perhaps 
excite a falivation, and of courfe prevent them from being conti- 
riued to complete the cure. If wefometimes adminifter them, as 
may 1ow and then be requifite in cutaneous or deep-feated vene= 
real complaints, we fhould carefully confider the habit of the 
patient ; andif thar will admit ofthem, fhould begin with very 
{mall dofes, inorder to avoid the above mentioned fymptoms, 
particularly the diarrhoea ; for when that takes place, the mer- 
cury, inftead of entering into the mafs, will be carried of by 
ftool, and. of courfe occafion trouble and pain to the patient, 
without afferding him any relief. In general, therefore, wé 
fhould be careful inthe choice and adminiftration of mercurial 
preparations ; wefhould find out, in every cafe, that prepara- 
tion which feems belt: to agree with the confitution, and never 
infil obftinately on the ufeof a preparation or dofe which excites 
bad fymptoms in the body: we fhould not imitate the example 
of thofe quacks whofe knowledge confifl entirely in a noftrum, 
which the give indifcriminately to all their patients, for every. 
kind of venereal complaint, and pronounce their patients cutéd 
asfoonas the fymptoms of the diforder have difappeared ; to 
which affertion credit is the more readily piven, as moh young 
men diflike to be conftrained or confinedto a courfe of medicines 
for alengthoftime. Thus they wiil now and then cure a pati- 


ent; butin the mean time, ruin the conftitution of many, and 


commonly render the difeafe more obftinate and inveterate for 

the furure. The poifon indeed remains latent for weeks, months, 

or fometimes eyen for years ; but then it breaks out with cia 
| S | doubles 
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doubled rage and violence, and not unfrequently produces fymp- 
toms and difeafes, the nature of which, efpecially in women; 
wemuft only guefs at, and which, in that ftate, fometimes baf- 
Fle the skill of the moft able phyfician ; for venereal complaints, 
the older they are, the more obftinate they prove agaiaft the 
power of mercury. | , 

_ IT come now to the third point, why mercury fails fometimes 
fin curing the lués, viz. on account of the conftitution of the pa- 
tient. We fometimes meet with patients, efpecially among the 
female fex, or fuch as have taken mercury for former venereal 
complaints, whofe conftitution is now fo irritable, that, after 
the adminiftration of a few grains or frictions, they are either 
affe@ed with a nervous fever, fpatms, head-ach, or they very 
readily fall intoa falivation, on the fecond or third day. In 
thefe conftitutions we ought to be peculiarly careful to find out 
the preparation and dofe beft adapted to them. The Peruvian 
bark, or fome other vegetable tonic, is here fometimes adminif- 
tered with mercury to great advantape. If weneglea thefe pre- 
cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will be fufferers 
for life, without ever being cured radically. There is one re= 
mark to be made here, to which in general little attention hag 
been hitherto paid. Moft wiiters and practitioners confine their 
venereal patients under a mercurial courfe, without any dif- 
tinction, to alow diet, as well with regard to eating as drink- 
ing. This rule is however avery improper one, when generally 
applied. Sucha diet will be very proper for ftrong, vigorous 
conftitutions ; but, for weak, delicate, or irritable ones, it will 
fometimes be extremely improper. A full diet, with rhe mode- 
rate ufe of wine, ought to be allowed them; otherwife mercury 
‘will produce no effeGs upon the poifon, though.very difagrecable 
‘ones uponthe conftitution. The warm bath willfometimes much 
affift in thefecafes. Nature readily co-operates with mercury in 
fome conftitutions ; whereas in others it does but little, or add 
flowly, and with diffitulty. Butbefides this peculiarity in the 
conititution, we often obferve, that patients render their com 
plaints complicated and obftinate, by arrempting to cure tie" > 
felves, or by applying to quacks or unskilful perfons in the 7/7 a= 
healing. They frequently alfo hurt themfelves by rep’ ‘tof 
diet, or by not making ufe ofthe medicines in the min’ =¢t of 
fcribed, or by not continuing the fame long enotieh, ,’<? Pre-~ 
ing off as foon as the fymptoms difappear, by, *kr af Ut Teaye 
felves imprudently to the damp and cold atmiefpk i a them~ 
at night, or by becoming impatient and growin , eS A Peciall 
ing from one phyfician to another, makiiz v’ . f,, oi ee £Q> 
weeks, of one medicine, and then ot arother, p ine oe oF 
different circumftances, venereal complaints are ye 
a 4 ie OMStumes rene 
‘dered extremely obftivate: . Cee HD 
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- Onaccount of the diforder itfelf, mercury fometimes fails, 
when the patient, by a previous large or imprudent ufe of mercu- 
ry, can hardly bear a few grains or a few frictions without fa- 
livation: in this cafe, if we leave off the ufe of mercury, our 
patient will dot get ridof his diforder; and if we continue ir, 
wre are {ure to bring on a troublefome ptyaliftn, which will laft 
fometimes for weeks or months, expofing the patient to dange- 
Yous confequences, and often leaving the principal diiorder un- 
cured. What may be done in thefe circumflances, Ihave hinted 
“in feveral places of the foregoing chapters. But we are by far 
more frequently difappointed in our expe@ations from mercury, 
by miftaking the nature of the diforder 3 by judging thofe com- 
plainsts venereal, which often areowing either to the effe@s of 
mercury, or to a flate of the diforder, which, though originally 
arifing from the venéreal virus, has degenerated either by time 
or other caufes intoa difeafe ofa quite different nature, for which 
mercury is not only no antidote, but a real poifon. Of thefe 
‘complaints we have fpoken alrcady, and fhall {peak further 
hereafbére | ee 
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On other REMEDLES recommended for curing the Lu Es 


ESIDES the mercurial friGions, the fumigations, and the in= 
ternal ufe of the different mercurial preparations, a variety 

of other medicines has been recommended, either to cure the dif- 
ferent venereal coriplaints without mercury, or to affift mercury 
in its operation ; and as there are many inflanees of the mercury 
failing, or expofing the patients to difagreeable confequences, a 
remedy has been fought for, which, without having any of the 
moxious qualities of mercury, might have all its powerful and 
good ones. Moftof the quack medicines, fold and praifed as 


preparations from the vegetable kingdom for this purpofe, I have | 


been at pains to analyfe, and’have found them to be nothing but 
one or other mercurial preparation difguifed. Several other re- 


medies have been recommended asfuccedaneums for mercury, for - 


the cure of the venereal difeafe, which, we are told, have been 


~*~ 


made ule of for this purpofe with fuccefs, before mercury was 


employed ; and are, we are credibly informed, made ufe of 
even at thistime, without any mercurial, with the beft effea, 
$n South as well asin North-America, for curing the venereal 
difeafe radically. Such of them as} have feen made ufe of for 


the fame purpofe in Europe, have, in every inflance atleaftthae 
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came under my infpedion, never been attended with the defired 
effe@ ; and I have never feen one inflance of a confirmed pox cu- . 
red by them. Some of them, however, are worthy our attenti~. 


on, and certainly deferve a fairer trial than has hitherto been 
made to afcertain their power, efpecialfy fuch as are recom- 
mendéd by men of knowledge and obfervation, The root of the 
Lobelia [yphilitica, which,- as we are inflru@ed by Dr. Kalm, 
and afrerwards more exadly by Mr. Bartram*, the inhabjrants 
of North~America cure the venereal difeafe as effe@ually and ra- 
dically as wedo with mercury.. They take a handful*of the 
frefh, or (which he fays is.better) dried plant; they wafh ir, 
and boil it ina gallon and a half of water ; of which decoction 
the patient drinks every day, if his conftitution wil! fuffer it, a 


uartin thebeginning, gradually augmenting the dafe, till he 
AEE | ginning, § cp 5 Os a4 


cari no longer bear the purging excited by it; then he Jeaves ir 
off for a day or two, and, if meceflary, continue it again till he 


finds himfelf perfe&ly well, which isfor the moft part,in-a forte. 
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night. If there are any external diforders, they wath the affed- 
ed parts with the fame decoétion.---If the difeafe is véry obfi- 


nate, they mix with the lobelia, the root of the Ranitaculus _ 


abortivus, but inafmall quantity on account of its acrimony. 
In order to heal up the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Geum 
nivale, and {prinkle its powder upon them. They alfo cure 
deep and putrid ulcers, By infperfion of the interior baix-of the 
Ceanothus Ameéricanus. Adecoction ofthe ftipites of the Sela~ 
num dulcamara, and likewife the root of the Daphne mezere- 
wim and farfaparilla, have beeg of jate much recommended jm ob- 


ftinate venereal complaints either in fubfance or in a decodion ¢ . 
but how fartheir operation fucceeds without.the previous ufa ~ 


of mercury, is not yet afcertained. 

inSouth America,andin the Weft-Indies, a deco@ionof the woods 
of guaiac, faffafras, &c. is praifed as a remedy, with which 
alone the mof{t confirmed lues may be.eafily cured. It may be 


that they remove venereal complaints. between. the tropics, and. _ 


in the warmerclimates of our globe; but in Europe I have feerm 
them fometimes prove hurtful, .produciag, profufe fweats, 
hamoptyfis, confumptions, &c. in delicate and thin habits, and, 
I never faw any one cafe where they affected a radical cure.—--- 


The following complicated prefcriptions, we have been told, is, 
made ufe of with great fuccels in Brazil apd Portugal, and in | 


i eas 
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lus decodion 





_* The latecr auchor advifes the patient to take two gills of t 


threetimesa day, onanemp:y ftomach, and auzmentthe dofeaccoiding to | 
theftrength of the patient, making ule of warm baths, and aproper dict atthe. . 
fame tine. Care should betaken not to make ule ofthe lobedia longifiora, 


inftead of the lobelia {yphilitica, rhe former beang of a much more awrid na- 
ture chan the lacter.---In fome parts of Icaly it is even now alaw of gove n- 


ment not te make wie of mercery ig hofpitals for cwrang rhe yegercaldileaiay 
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othercountries, under thename of the Decoélum Lu/fitanicum, 
or Lifbon diet-drink. R Rad Sarfaparille, Santali albi et ru= 
bri, of each three ounces ; Glycirrhize, Mezerei, of each half 
an ounce ; ligai Rhodii, Guajaci, Saffafras, of each one ounce ; 
Crude Antimeny five ounces ; ten pounds of boiling water is to, 
be poured upon thefe, and remain for twenty-four hours, then 
to be boiled to five pounds. Of this, flrained off, the patient 
ought to take from three pints to two quarts a-day. Bur how 
far all thefe medicines, as I have faid before, a@ without mer= 
cury, is yet very uncertain. The difeafeis certainly eafier cured 
in warm climates, when weli treated, than in cold ones. Ag 
to the remedies which we every day fee recommended by quacks, 
and pretenders to fecrets, as not confifting of mercury, and cur- 
ing the venereal difeafe radically, they are, for the moft part, as I 
have mentioned before, fome mercurial preparation difguifed ; 
and I think it fortunate enough for the patients if they prove on- 
ly ufelefs to them, eee eS r oa 





CH AOR VE. 


On particular VENEREAL COMPLAINTS wWhiéh rea 
quire a peculiar method of Cure. 


I. On the VENEREAL OPTHALEIMIA. 


To. are two diftinG {pecies of venereal opthalmie. The 
one feems to beraiher of a chronic kind, comes on gradu= 
ally, and arifes from a tainted mafs. Theother is the moft acute, — 
violent, and dangerous of any opthalmia 1 baow of :. it comes 
or fuddenly, and owes its origin, as faras I have been able to 
otferve, to a fudden repulfion of a recent venereal gonorrhea : 
fee Venereal Gonorrhea. Saas | 
_ Ehave feen three inftances of this dreadful diforder, of which 
every one proved fatal to the fight of the fufferer. - In two cafes, 
both eyes were affected with blindnefs ; in the third, one was. 
affected immediately, but feveral years afterwards the fight of the 
other was alfo loft, and as it feemed without any apparent caufe. 
All old pra@itioners with whom I have ¢onverfed about this 
dreadful complaint, and who have obferved it feveral times in 
their practice, were of opinion that it originated from a repelled 
recent gonorrhea, by way of metaftafis. In thefe three cafes 
which I juft mentioned, the difeafe was certainly accompanied 
with a fupprefion of the clap : but whether that fuppreflion was _ 
the caufe of the opthalmy, I was net able to determine with 
‘ certainty 4 
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¢gertainty ; and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me~ 
taftafis, though we know that a very great conneétion fubhifts be. 
tween the eyes andthe partsof generation. 3 | 
But whatever may be the caufe of thefe opthalmies, the fa@ 
_is this : In the three inflances which came under my obfervation, 
the difeafe arofe in a coldclimate in winter, after the patients 
affected with a recent clap, were expofed to violent ¢old in the 
open air. None of them had ever had any cemplaint in the 
eyes before. Thedifcharge from the urethra was evidently di- 
minifhed or abolifhed. In the mean while, adifcharge of a pue 
riform matter of a yellowifh green coleur, refembling that of a 
clap, took place from the eyes, with the moi excruciatiag pains, 
which were rendered unfupportable on the leaft application of 
light. The fame matter which ran out of the eyes, feemec, ag 
far it was poffible to fee by forcing up the eye-lid, to be extras 
vafated inthe whole anterior chamber of the eye, and, as ie 
were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea, tran{parens, 
All remedies which were applied proved ineffectual, and perpe= 
tual blindnefs was the confequence. _ é | 
_ As eafes of this kind may be infirudtive, I fhall tranfcribe one 
of them from my Medical Journal. The patient, a young man 
of a ftrong dark complexion, of tweaty-nine years of age, acap~ 
tain inthe army, was ordered on guard in the month of January, 
_ whilft he was afflicted with a yiolent gonorrhea, Unfortunate- 
ly the day was exceflive cold, and he was by duty much expo- 
fed to the open air all day and the evening: in the night he found 
himfelf at once afficied in both eyes with the moft excruciating 
pain, and intolerance of the fmalleft degree of light ; whict 
were accompanied next day wirha difcharge of puriform matter 
from both eyes. Upon infpection, the ulbuginea was infiamed, 
and very much fwelled. The phyfcian who was called, apph~ 
ed, befides the common remedies, fuch as bleedings, purgatives, 
&c. a fomentation of hemlock. On the third day, upona clofer 
examination, the cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hy- 
popyon formed ; no ulceration appeared. The ufe of hemlock 
was ordered tobe continued. Somedays after, the inflammati- 
on and running abated ; but thé coraca remained opaque, feem~_ 
ed to be very much thickened, and the patient remained per~ 
feGly blind. In this patient, I clearly faw the arteries of the 
cornea tranfparens, coming from the albugiena, inflamed, and fo 
filled with red blood, as if injected like an anatomical prepara= 
tion, even fo far back as in the fifth week of the diforder, 
‘ Innone of thefe three cafes were remedies applied by the prac~ 
titioners co reftore the running of the clap, nor was there an in= 
¢ifion made into the cornea to difcharge the extravafated mat- 
ter : The only tao remedies from which I would expe& any ef- 
ficacious relief in fuch an ophthalmy, befides the general a4 
“% 2 ; topica 
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topical evacuations by. purgatives, leeches, blifters, &¢. with. 
the internal and external ufe of mercury. 


I was once inclined to believe, that this kind of ophthalmia_ : 


does perhaps arife from uncleanlinefs, when the patient affected — 


with a clap, or flrancres in the genitals, touches thofe parts, and . 
afterwaids, without wafting the hands immediately, touches his — 


eyes. I have certainly feen opkthalmies, and venereal ulcers of . 
the eye-lids, noftrils, lips, more than once arifing from fuch 
careleffuefs : but in thefé cafes I have never obfervedan inflam= 
mation but in one eye, and it never was fo violent as the kind . 
juft mentioned; but rather, like the ophthalmies arifing from a 
tainted mafs, gave way to the topical application of the blue. 
ointment, which, together with the intérnal ufe of mercury, 
is indeed, the fovereign remedy in fome ophthalmies. 

The chronic verercal ophthalmies arifing from a tainted mafs, _ 


prove in many cafes extremely obftinate for weeks and months: ” 


they require a regular mercurial courfe, efpecially with fublimate | 
if the patient can bear it; repeated purgings ; and in fome ca- 


fes, efpecially if the eye-lid be the affeed part, the external ufe _ 


ofthe mercurialointment, gr what is, according to the obferva~ 


tions of Dr. Cullen, more preferable, the citrine ointment rub-_ 
bec down with double the quantity of heg’s lard, in order to | 
vender it lefs acrid. Laudanum dropped into the affeG@ed eye 


gives fometimes the moft evident relief. Bathing the eye with a 


weak folution of fublimate four or fix times a- day is. likewife _ : 
ferviceable. 


Il. Ow V@urzexn ean DE AF NES Se 


I wave feenfeveral inftances where deafnefs and violent pain . 
of the ear were bropght on by venereal ulcers affecting the orifice _ 
of the Euflachian tube inthefauces. But] have met with ong 
inkance, where a perfect deafnefs was the confequence of a vi- 
olent gonortheea being hopped by the internal ufe of turpentine. 
The patient faidhe hadno fhancres, nor ever any other venereal . 
complaiat before. 


Hl. On VENEREAL SoRE THROAT. 


VENEREAL fore throats, as well as venereal ulcers of the. 


mouth and fauces, fhould, as I mentioned above, be carefully, 


diftiaguifhed from fcorbutic ones, or from thofe originating from 
faliva rendered acrid by mercury ; and more efpecially from 


thofe which, though really venereal imtheir origin, have now 
changed their nature, and acquired quite a different character 
as we, by continuing the wie of mercury, may materially, and 


perhaps _ 


a 


ON VENEREAL SORE THROAT. rr 
pre irrecoverably, hurt the patient. Judgment, derived 
rom practice, will be the only fure guide in that cafe. Deep 
ulcers covered with a white lardaggous cruft, and confined by a 
hard elevated border, with a ilropeg redpefs round about them, 
will, I think, feldom miflead if. they are treated as venereal. 
Venereal ulcers in the throat arefometimes feated fo low, dowr, 
and fideways, that we donoteafily difcover them at firft fighr, 
and thence we may fometimes be led to miftake the nature of the 
diforder. An account of the following cafes may perhaps be 
ufeful ro fome young pradirioners. ao oS | 
_A gentleman ofa trong, plethorie conftitation, fifty-five years 
of age, was affected with afore throat and fever. . The phyfici- 
an, after examining his throat and pulfe, ordered bleeding, with — 
an antiphlogiltic.gargie aad purge ; when the difeafe not abating, 
sight days after, another practitioner was called, who repeated 
bleeding, purging, and ordered a different gargle, from the ufe 
of which the patient found himfelf betrer. At the expiration 
of feyen weeks, when he felt, as he expreifed himfelf, the dif- 
eafe was not quite gone, Iwas confulred. After the former pre- 
{criptions were fhewn to me, | examined his throat; and though 
I could not difcover any ulcer, told him’ I fufpe@ed a vencreal 
-eaufe ; whichhe hardly would agreeto, relating to me that he 
had no venereal complaint thefe many years paft, and thar fince 
that time he had enjoyed the moft perfea ftate of health. I de- 
Tired to examine nis throat once more ; which he readily compli- 
ed with, though he was one of thofe perfons who with the 
greateft difficulty can let their throat be examined: witha wax 
candle in one hand, and deprefling the root of the tongue by 
means of a large {patula as much as poflible with the other, { 
difcovered very low down on the right fide, a deep but {mall ve- 
nefeal ulcer, which had efcaped my fight at firft, and would 
now have done fo if 1] had not examined the throat with fuch 
peculiar cure. Upon my telling him the evident caufe of his 
diforder, my advice was complied with ; and after the internal 
ufe of mercury for eight days, his fore throat was perfealy gone, 
and by continuingit a month longer a radical cure obtained. 
_ The other patient wasa lady of rank. She had bur firft felra 
flight difficulty in {wallowing within a few days, which being 
frofty the afcribed ittoacold. TIimmediately, upoa infpedion; 
difcovered the caufe of the diforder ; and as womer have always 
a right to the greateft delicacy and fecrecy of aphyfician, with~ 
eut asking her any queftions, Ll ordered her to keep her throat 
warm, and promifed to fendherfome médicine which would re= 
lieve her in afew days; and it was afterwards, under another 
form and pretence, ordered to be continued for a few weeks lon- 
ger, till Ichouglt her perfedly fafe. 
Lal fummer, | was confulted at Pans, by 2 young gentleman, 
5 oF 
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of about 28 years of age, about a fore throat for which he had 
takea advice and medicine already, for the fpace of three weeks; 
without any relief. .J rald him, chat, fromahe very appearance 


of his face and eyes, fylpecedaquite a different caufe of his dif- 


order than he and his attendants had hitherto imagined ; which 
indeed was moft evidently confirmed by a large venereal ulcer, 
which upon in{peéiog I found feated very low down behind the 
velum. He then gave m2 the following account. That he had 
been affe@ed with a violent gonorrhoea two years ago when he 
was at Venice, which for aparticular reafon he had wifhed to 
be remdved or ftoppeéd as foon aspoffible ; that, for this purpofe; 
he was recommended by a friend of his, to a furgeon who was 
in poffeffion of an injection which had that infallible effe@. That 


- this furgeon complied with his defire, though with relu@ance ; 


and foretoldhim, that fometime after being cured thus haftily, by 
his inje@ion, the venereal difeafe would break out in fome other 
part of the body ; affuring him that he had feen the fame effeé 
from the fame remedy, happen in feveral other patients who ap= 
plid to him in the fame manner he did. That he negleéted this 
caution ; that the running was perfe&ly flopped in 48 hours $ 
and that he had never thought more about it, having been per- 
fealy free from venereal as well as any other diforder ever fince: 
This cafe was to me a very inftruéive one. Firft, it fhows how 
long the venereal poifon lies fometimes concealed in the mafs, 
Without producing any fenfible effets: And fecondly, it evident= 
ly confirms what I have afferted above, that the poifon of the 
goncrrheea is the very fame with that of the fyphilis ; and that, 
if abforbed into the mafs, it produces thereforethe fame effeas: 
But laftly, it alfo fhows, which I could not have expe@ed a pri- 


' eri, that a recent venereal gonorrhoea may fometimes be flopped 


tures, or otherimmediate effedts in the mafs. | 

Venereal ulcers of the throat require fometimes belides a courfe 
of mercury, likewifetopical applications; fuch as an inje@ion 
Or gargle made of a folution of fublimate, mixed aecording to 
circumftances with the tin@ute of maftich, &c.---Burt if the ul- 
cers are owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to be 


or repelled, without producing fwelled teflicles, if{chury, ftric- 


» kept conftantly clean, and mercury fhould be difcontinued. If 


they owe their origin neither to the onenor to the other of the 
caufes juft mentioned, but are of that peculiar nature defcribed 
above under the head of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead 
of mercury, the ufe of powerfyl tonic medicines externally as 


‘well as internally. 


/ 
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CUTANEOUS C OMPLAINTS. tar 
iV. On VENEREAL ComPLAInts of the Sxin. 


Curaneous diforders of a venereal nature, fuch as venereal 
tetters, venereal fcald-head, venereal leprofy, &c.. are fren ve~ 
ry obftinate. [cis fi thefe complaints properly, where the fo» 
lution of fablimate, given internally, proves often excellent ; 
and I think I have obferved, thar it often effeAually removes the 
_difeafe of the skin, without removing racically the lues: This 
at leaft laffert with regard to colder climates ; as to warmer 
climates, I know certainly many patients who have been radi- 
. cally cured of the fyphilis by the fublimate alone. 

Befides the internal ufe of the fublimate, warm baths made 
witha decoétion of bran, in every gallon of which half adrachm 
of fublimate isto be dir ived, gently rubbing at the fame time 
the affefed part, have fometimes proved to me very ufeful. For 
more confirmed ve1-real complai atsof the skin, the topical ap- 
plication ofa folution of fublimate, the citrine ointment fome=. 
times alone andfomerimes with the addition of the faturnine, have 
fucceeded with me ina herpes, tinea, &c. where all other re- 
medies prove edineffettual. The deco@um, Lufitanicum, the de= 
coétion of the fipites dulcamarz, of the mezereum root and 
efpecially that of the lobelia fyphilitica, deferve, for thefe as 
well as other obftinate and inveterate venereal complaints, in 
my opinion, amuch greater attention than is ulually paid re 
them. I havé feen amoft obfinate and inveterate difeats of the 
skin of a venereal nature cured by a folution of turperh mineral 
in {mall dofes, where all other remedies failed. Some phyficians: 
pretend to have feen great fuccefs alfofrom arfenic ; butl neyer 
tried this latter, nor havel ever a mind 10 try it. 


V. On VtnE REAL ExCRESCENCES. 


VENEREAL excrefcences on the furface of the skin, knowa | 
by the different names condylemata, ficus, marifca, warts, tun 
bercles, &c. arife either from-an original infection, in which 
cafe we confider them as a local difeafe, and prefcribe local re- 
medics ; or they originate from a tainted mafs, which indeed is 
more frequently the cafe, and then a full mercurial courfe will 
make them difappear, fometimes without any external applica~ 
tion. But frequently external remedies are likewife requifice. 
_ Cauftics haye been recommended for that purpofe : but I never 
~ faw them produce any falutary effe€s ; on thé contrary, often — 

ery bad owes. Excifion has been likewife recommended, and 
is fometimes neceflary 3 but I havefeen feveral inftances hei, | 
after thefe excrefcences had been eur our repeatedly, even aftet 
_a full courfe of mercurials, they grew again and again, fome= 


- ee to a larger fize than wu were om fir, ‘To prevent thit 
a Tegcnen 











aa ON VENEREAL EXCRESCENCES, WEAKNESS, tc: 


regeneration, feveral remedies have been prepofed, of which, 
inall obflinate cafes that have come under my obferyation, t 
have obferved but two or,three which were adminifiered with 
fuccefs, after the ma‘s had been previoufly perfecdy* purified. 
The one confifts in mercurial fumigations; the other in the ap- 
plication of the powder of the juniperus fubina, L. either by 
itfelf in the form of a powder, or mixec with red precipitate ia 
the form of anointment. A liquor has been lately propofed by 
my friend Mr. Plenck, which confifts of fpirits of wine and vi- 
négar each an ounce and a half, corrofive fublimate one drachm, 


alum, camphire, and ceruifa, each half a drachm, under the 


name of Agua caufil ca pro condylomatibus, and from which, 
applied twice a day with a hair-pencil, he affirms to have feen 
the belt effe@. I have tried it feveral times, and found it anfwer 
extremely well. In cafes where a great number of {mall warts 


chad fprung up about the genitals, the folution of fublimate in 


ee 


{imple water orlime water Lhave obferved fometimes to fucceed 

‘perfealy well. If warts have a fm all-bafis, and are bur fewin 
number, the bef remecy isa ligature made tighter every day.-~ 

I have feen aman with feveral hundred lirtle warts upon that 

part of the chin where the beard grows, and underflood his dif+ 

~eafe to be owing to an ill-treated venereal complaint: 


VI, On VENEREAL WEAKNESS, or IMPOTENCY: 


THIS complaint, _ though not dangerous,-is very alarming, and 
renders the mind of the patient extremely uneafy. I have re 
peatedly obferved it 5 butin a particular manner in one patient; 
who feveral months before he had been affe@ed with a violent 
clap ; of which atlafi he was cured, after having undergone a 
tedious and very improper treatment, The only remaining 
fymprom was now a total inability ard want of defire of venery, 
which rendered him extremely low-{pirited. On confulting me, 
i judged the complaint to procecd from the venereal, poifon lurk=_ 
ing inthe body, and prefcribed him a mercurial courfe, and af- 
terwards fome tonic medicines, with two tea-fpoonfuls of Hoff- 


- man’s anodyne liquor morning and evening. He was likewile 


ordered to wah the {crotum and fpermati¢ cord twice a day, 
with a table-fpoonful of the fame liquor mixed with fome wa- 
‘ter: in three weeks time he had fufficient reafon to be as high 
{pirited as ever. See oS 


* 


VII. On VENEREAL ee INS, ‘Spasms, Ree 


Fixed or wanders pains ans in diforche parts of whe 


ee A are generally poe by all pune who | were es 
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ON VENEREAL PAINS, SPASMS, &c. 123 


ly affected with the lues, tothe remains of the venereal poifon 


fm the mafs. This is indeed fometimes:the cafe; bur itought to 


be obferved, thatthofe pains, fo generally afcribed to the vene- 
real poifon, are very often owing to very different caufes, which, 
if not properly diltinguifbed, we _ find ourfelves. frequently 
difappointed in the effeas.of the remedies preferibed. 

Pains fimilar to venereal ones are often the effedts of the im 
proper ufe of mercury. Thefe cafes ought to be carefully cif- 


tinguifhedin practice ; becaufe, if the venereal difeafe has nee 


been radically cured, and the pains.arife from a hali-cured ues, 
the ufe of mercury will be neceilary.to complete the cure 
{though the -pati¢nts will often be of a contrary opinion, conit= 
dering the length.of time, and quantity of mercury they have ab» 
ready taken); whereas, if the venereal virus has been radically 
eured, the ufe of mercury will proveevidently hurztul, Lkaow 
patients who, having made ufe of mer ECUEY bepearenly in their 
younger days for feveral venereal complaints, find themfelves 


now, whenever they take the leaft: quantity of mercury, COn—_ 


q 


aconfirmed or neglected lues.. oy haus feen, haw eyes one 


flantly aifeded with the moft violent shcumatic ie aias In ciferent 
parts of the body. Authors who have mentioned this latter dil- 
eafe genera uy afcribe it oy the mercury aeeeed d in the bones; 
nay, there are even example es. recorded in medical hifory, where 


mercury had been found, after the death of fuch patients, col- 


lected in globules in different parts of the body, efpecially in the 
bones and their cavities. Whatever credit may be given or de~ 
nied to thofe affertions, it is certain that we may generally, and 
fometimes pretty eafily, cure thofepatients by a proper regimen, 
warm baths withfridions, and by adminiflering to them at the 
fame time, internally large dofes of proper tonic medicines either. 
alone or united with antimonials.~ But if thefe pains, inflead of 
being of the.chronic kind, arife from.a fudden check. of perfpi~ 
ration during a mercurial courfe, the ufe. of tonic medicines 
would be improper; ig feveral defperate cafes of this kind, 
where the body feemed as if it was affected with-a general {pafta 
or tetanues, | have found, bufidcs the warm bath, efpecially tha 
vapour-bath, the ful iphur of antimony, united with, the infpif- 
fated juice of the coniwm maculatum, L. known underthe name 
of extraé of hemlock, a mof efficacious remecy, given to the 


quantity of fifteen grains of each a day. +-Dover’s powder, wih, 


a proper regimen, proves fometimes in this cafe, as well as in, 
Loe a very. ferviceable medicine. 


~ 


VIII. On VENER EA EL CoMPLAINTS of the Bones. 


THE bones are. elders affeded by the eneresl peifon, h & 
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flance where the patient being affe&ed witha thancre of the glans: 
was attacked the fifth day’ afeer with a confiderable {welling in 
the lower part of the ulna. Inthefe cafes, the longer the dif- 
eafé is negle@ed, the more difficult and tedious isthe cure , and 
‘of all others the caries, or ulceration of the external furtace, and 
corruption of the internal cavity, are the moft difagreeable and. 
‘tedious. . ' Ghee 
In all cafes of ulcerated bones: we ought to. remember, that, 
they cannot be cured until the poifon is totally eradicated from. 
the mafs. Topical applications feem to have very little effea :. 
though the effential oil of faffafras has been recommended by 
fome ; and Blenck recommeds. a lotion compounded of effentia, 
maftichina, corrofive fublimate, and-honey of rofes. Befides this, 
he direés the ufe of the Peruvian bark, .and mercury mixed with, 
~afafeetida, together with a decodion of farfaparilla, united with. 
anezereum and-cicuta :. by thefe, he fays, that he cured feveral. 
perfons of the diforders jufl mentioned, oS 
Venereal exoftofes, and efpecially thofe in the middle, of the 
#ibia, flernum, and tophufes in the bones of the head, will fome=. 
times, efpecially at night, give the moft excruciating pain. In 
thefecafes, Ihave obferved.no good effed from any topicalappli-. _ 
cation whatever. Here large and continued dofes of opium, . 
along with fome of the faline mercurial preparations, are fome- 
times attended withthe moft falutary confequences; but what. 
has been lately afferted of curing thefe, and other obftinate vene- 
zeal complaints, by the ufe of opium alone, I leave to the more. 
eredulousto believe. = ae 
Of the extraordinary fragility of the benes mentioned by fome. 
Writers as proceeding from a venereal caufe, I have never feen 
any inflance; though it may not be improper to mentign one cafe. 
which, Ithink, may be referred to this head : A man broke his, 
tibia by a fall ; but after the beft treatment of the fra@ure, and 
being for twelve weeks confined, upon examination no callus. 
was formed, and the broken bone remained nearly as loofe as at 
firft. After a clofeinquiry, and confultation, and a courfe of 
mercury prefcribed ; which fucceeded fo well, that in a few 
months after the patient was perfedly cured. 
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On Venereal Complaints difguifed, fuch as Confumptions, 
Rheumatijm, Fevers, &¢. Bee 


YOME perfons who have been formerly affeded with venereal 
complaints, of which they have been apparently cured Hg 
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ON VENEREAL CONSUMPTIONS, xe. rng 


veral months; nay, fometimes feveral years, afterwards grow 
emaciated, begin to cough, and are affeded with hedic fevey, 
and other fymptoms which accompany a confumprion of the 
lungs, or aphthyfis pulmonalis. ‘Thefe complaints are generally. 
afcribed to fome other caufes, and medicines ordered for the moit 
part without any fuccefs. Sometimes the diforder is allo afcri- 
“bed to the too previous ufe of mercury in too large quantities.--— 
But I have feen feveral inftances where a heétic fever with cough, 
and fometimes. even with a puriform expectoration, far fiom 
OWing its origin to an ulceration of the lungs, arofe from a la~ 
tent venereal poifon, without any other venereal fymptom in 
the body. The fame has been obferved by others. Mr. Bram- 
billa, firftfurgeon of the prefent Emperor of Germany, in his 
“Treatife on the. Phlegmon, reJates a cafe, which flows fuch a. 
ftriking inftanee.of the kind, that I fhall tranfcribe it here. An 
eleGuary, he fays, was prefcribed for a confumptiveman, whe 
was ina defperate fituation. Ey a miltake of the apothecary, 
the electuary was given to a venereal patient to rub himfelf with, 
and the mercurial ointment, inflead of the eledtuary, was: feng 
‘to the confumptive patient to take it internally. The confump- 
tiveman, knowing nothing of the miflake, tooka quanrity of 
the ointment, about the bignefs ofa nutmeg, two o1 three times 
aday, and was effectually cured of his diforder, tothe no {mall 
furprife of his phyfician, who learned by chance from the apo- 
thecary the mifiake that had happened. This miftake was cor 
tainly avery happy one for the patient ; and, though it might 
be doubted whether the confumption proceeded from a venereal 
caufe, it proves however evidently that it yieided perfectly to 
mercury. I had feveral patients of this kind whom 1 perfcdtly 
cured of their confumption, by adminifiering to them oothicg 
but a courfe of mercury. | ee 

Agtes, or intermittent fevers have alfo been obferved by Dr. 
Wherlofand others, cither to-be produced by the venereal virus, 
or concomitant with the venereal difeafe ; and mercury, com- 
bined with the bark, has been found ufeful in thofe cafes, Per~ 
haps fome of the fevers cured by Dr, Lyfon, with calomel, have 
‘been of that kind. 

Flying rheumatic pains, violent head-achs, and pain in the 
hip, fometimes originate from this fource. The warm bath, — 
with fomefaline preparations of mercury, withthe decogion of . 
the ftipites dulcamarz, I have feen eure diforders of this kind, 
which refifted every other medicine. Mercury with the cecoc- 
tion of daphne mezereum, or of daphne laurcola, L. has allo 
beer recommended asa very efficacious medicine for thofe com- 
plaints. ~ cp : | 


CHAP. 
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26 VENEREAE COMPLAIN? & 
CHA RB AVI, 
On Venereal Gomplaints Incumble by Mercury. 


} Z 
I HAVE already fpoken fo fully concerning the nature and 
cure of thefe complaints under the different heads of Veneread: 
Ulcers, Exulcerated Buboes, Venereal Sore Throat, Difeafes. 
of the Skin, Venereal Pains, &c. that very little remains to be. 
adder here." eee tee : 
I muft only obferve, that I have found moft, if not all; of thefe_ 
complaints admit of great relief, or even of a radical cure; and 
that the great point for accomplifhing this defirable end, lies 
lefsin thefe complaints themfelves, than in an exact knowledge. 
of their nature. Thiscertainly is fometimes a much nicer poiit. 
of pra¢tical knowledge than is generally imagined. ‘The great 
object is, to diftinguith exadly whether thofe ulcers, caries, cu- 
tanedus eruptions, or pains, éc. owe their origin to a latent 
venereal poifon, or whether they are the effedts of mercury ; Of, 
what is perhapsof the greatef confequence, whether from have. 
ing been originally owing to the venereal virus, they now, by.. — 
time or other circumilances with which we are nat yet fufficix< - 
ently acquainted, have changed their nature. In which cafe, 
inflead of yielding to the power of mercury, they. feem to be not 
Only in every degree exacerbated by that remedy 3 but likewife, 
if its ufe be imprudemtly infifted on, will at laft prove fatal to. 
the patient. In proofofthis, I have adduced, under the abovee___ 
mentioned heads, feveral ftriking, and, as 1 think, convincing 
inftances. Andthofe of my readers who are particularly inz. 
terefted in this fubje& may find a. good. many morein Mr. Fabre’s 
Supplement to his Tregrife.on the Venereal Difeafe, printed ar 
Paris. Ipnew proceed to the confideration of thofe medicinas 
which I have hitherto found moft efficacious in removing thefe. 
dreadftud and obfinare complaints. — : < Subd 
Yo diftinguifh complaints arifing from mercury, great judg-— 
gent igoften required. JI have feen patients who complained of 
rheumatic pains, pains of the bones, head-achs, fpafms in differ- 
ent parts, and trembling ofthe extremities, &c.. owing, asthey 
thought, to the enormous quantity of mercury they had taken 3_ 
whom, however, I have cured, after a careful inquiry, by giv 
ing them moremercury ; becaufe I] was convinced that their pre- 
fent complaints originated from the improper adminiftration of 
mercury, either in quality or quantity, or in the method of the 
adininiftration itfelf, where it was evacuated from the body by 
tool, falivation, or immoderate fweats, asfaft as it was admini-. 
fered ; and.thereby, though taken for a great length of, time, 
and ina large quantity, could never exert its proper effe@ upon — 
the poifon lodged in the body. As foon, therefore, as we are 


affured that the difeafe is not owing to the venercal virus, or at 


lait will not yield to mercury, other medicines ought to be ad= _ 
nulniftered. Infead of followine the ceneral routine of praGice, — 
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to give new mercurial preparations, after two or more of thera. 
have been already tried invain, we fhould pref{cribe to our pari< _ 
ents, asl have recommended before in feveral places (befides a 





nourifhing diet, country air, &c.) touics or frengthening medi- - 


cines. Under this clafs I principally reckon antimonials, and, 
more efpecially inthe cafes alludedto, chalybeates. But, when 
{peaking of the ufe of thofe medicines, I would not be under- 
ftood to prefcribe them only im the quantity of afew grains a day; 
but in much larger dofes than they are ufually given. The pre- 
parations [generally make ufe of are the crude antimony, or the 
fulphur of antimony ; the xthiops martialis, or the vinum cha~ 
lybeatum, and more efpecially a combination of iron with vitri- 
Clic ether. Of thefe 1 adminilter fuch dofes as the confitution 
of the patient will bear, either alone, or united, according to 
circumftances, with the decoétion of {yrfaparilla, the Peruvian 
bark, or the extract of walnuts. The fulphur of antimony; 
vnited with the extra& of hemlock, will be fometimes very fer» 
viceable, alone or with the ufe of warm baths, and a decodior | 
of farfaparilla with the mezereum root. Sometirhes the cold bath, 
and efpecially bathing in the fea, will greatly contribute to thé 
effect of the above medicines; andif the difeafe beobflinate, we 
fhould more carefully enquire intoits nature, and confider well 
what has been faid above, chapter xiv; 

From the decoectum Lufitanicum | have feen, in feveral inflances; 
evidently geod effects. But of allthe remedies hitherto recom- 
-toended for venereal complaints incurable by mercury, I have 
feen nene equal in its effects toa decoétion made ufe of by Dre 
Paullina. Withthis decoéion, the moft malignant and. obitinate 
ulcers, cutaneous diforders, tophus, caries, pains of the bones 
and other parts of the bedy, whichrefited the power of all c- 
ther medicines prefcribed by different phy&cians in different cli- 
--taates, have been effectually cured, and, what is fill more re- 
tharkable, for the moft part, in a very fhort (pace of time. But 
itis much to be regretted that this remedy cannot become of ge= 
neral ufe, becaufe nobody could hitherto ever prevail upon the 
doctor to make it public. 





GC HAR. MIX. 


Gbfervations on fome Dangerous or Unhappy Prejudices gene 
nerally prevailing about the Venereal Difeafe. 


C is an opinion imbibed by fame patients, that the venereal 
& poifon, when once abforbed into the fyftem, can by no 
ineans be totally ¢adicated ; confequently they believe, that 4 
erfon who is once thoroughly infected, can never look upos 
himfelg astadically curcd, Thisopinion, Defides its abfurdity, 
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er, degree of mifery than to be perpetually’ haunted with fuch 
animagination. If, therefore, after our molt careful inquiry,. 


we find no fymptoms of a venereal kind remaining, we fhould 
endeavour ro correct their prejudice, by fetting before them thé 
 exaraple of others of their acquaintance, or, if circumitances ad- 


mit, of thofe of our own, who have been affected as much as 


tnemfelves, or perhaps much more, and who now, perhaps, af 
rer a great number of years, enjoy the moft perfect {tate of health, 
are married, and have healthy and fine children. 


The fame atrention we ought to pay to thofe who imagine, 


thac if mercury is once taken for the cure of the lues, it will not 


foeffeGually cureit' a fecond time. Thefe prejudices are moft 


frequently found among the women, though fometimesalfo men 
of a melancholic confticution will be influenced by them: bur 


there is another prejudice of which I am now to fpeak, which, 


is not only abfurd, but criminal, and deferves a molt fevere pu- 
nifhment from the magiftrate, wherever it can be proved. It ex< 
its only among fome young men of a loofe charaéter, and dif 


folute and brutal manwer of thinking. With thefe wretches it is 


an opinion, that the be methodto get rid of a clap is coition 


withoneor more healthy women; and in this manner! have 
_ feen venereal complaints propagated, in the courfe of a few days, 


to ten or twelve healthy perfons, who had the misfortune to: fall 
in with chofe wretches, or with the objedts of their brutality 


and cruelty. . The abfurdity of this notion is evident to every 
perfon of common fenfe, who has the leah knowledge of the 


nature and feat of the difeafe ; and where this pradice arifes 
merely from prejudice, the flighteft information will be fufficient 
toremove it. But it is to be feared, that the caufe may frequent= 


ly lie deeper in the heart of thefe perfons ; and that this abomti- 
_ mable practice proceeds from malignity, or from a mean and low — 
- difpofition to revenge themfelves upon innocent perfons, becaufe 


_ In their imprudence or drunkennefs they themfelyes had become 


f 


the dupes of others. : Sele 


























